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One of the leadership books that I read as a 
young pastor which left an indelible impression 
on me was the book, “Built to Last,” a book 
written by Jim Collins and Jerry I. Porras. The 
book outlines the results of a six-year research 
project exploring what leads to enduringly 
great companies. The reason the book left an 
indelible impression on me was that it busted 
a popular belief that I had about leadership: 
that to build a successful company, church, or 
ministry, one must have a well-conceived vision, 
mission, and a clearly articulated plan of actions 
before embarking on any endeavor. This book, 
however, dismantled that belief. One example 
the book featured was on the beginnings of the 
Sony Corporation. The book cited that when 
Masaru Ibuka started Sony in war-ravaged 1945 
Japan, he just wanted to create a company. 

However, he had no idea what this company 
would sell. He tried his hand at selling lots 
of things, from sweet bean-paste soup to rice 
cookers, before he settled on electronics. Even 
after he had settled on doing electronics, he did 
not have a clearly articulated plan of action or, 
for that matter, a clear vision on how he was 
to take his business to the worldwide stage. All 
he had then was one big idea and a passion, 
“to establish a place of work where engineers 
can feel the joy of technological innovation.” It 
was only much later, as he experienced success 
after success, that he became clear as to what 
he wanted his company to be. Eventually he set 
in place a vision and a strategic plan of actions 
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that launched his company to be one of the 
most successful business corporations in the 
world. Masaru Ibuka’s story is but one of the 
many stories mentioned in the book where the 
founders of these great and lasting companies 
often started with no clear vision, mission, or 
any strategic plans.   

As I reflected on what I read in that book, I 
realized that this also appeared to be true in 
many of the great stories in the Bible - the 
establishment of the nation of Israel, for 
example. When God called Abraham and 
promised him that he will be a father of a great 
nation, Abraham did not have a clear road 
map. All he had was a call from God to leave 
his country and a promise from God that he 
will show him the land to settle, and Abraham 
simply obeyed and left Ur of the Chaldees 
without having a clear game plan. Moses is 
another example. When Moses was called by 
God to lead the Israelites out of Egypt to the 
Promised Land, there was no clearly articulated 
vision, mission, or strategic plan of actions 
either given to him by God or contrived on his 
own. All Moses did was to trust God to lead 
him one step at a time. There was absolutely no 
clear game plan when he embarked on his epic 
endeavor to deliver God’s people out of Egypt 
and lead them into the Promised Land. 
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Finally, as I reflected on the founding of the 
people called Methodists, I realized too that 
our founders, John and Charles Wesley, did not 
start with a clearly articulated vision, mission, or 
any well-conceived plan to raise a people called 
Methodists to spread scriptural holiness over 
the land. The Wesley brothers began simply 
with a desire to live a life of holiness unto God. 
But as they sought God, he led them one step 
at a time. The vision became clearer each step 
of the way beginning with field preaching, 
then the establishment of Methodist societies, 
followed by the formation of bands and classes. 
Later, as more people joined the Methodist 
movement, Wesley began raising lay local 
preachers. It took the Wesley brothers years 
to eventually establish a clear vision, mission, 
and a plan of strategic action to raise the people 
called Methodists to spread scriptural holiness 
over the land of England. 

From all the above reflections, it became 
clear to me that the hype of modern Church 
visioning and planning embraced in our faith 
community is overrated. I realized I needed to 

recover a more biblical leadership model. Please 
do not misunderstand me, I am not against, nor 
am I discounting, the importance of having a 
clearly articulated vision, mission, and strategic 
plan of action when we lead our churches or 
ministries. My concern is that we should not 
commit the mistake of putting the cart before 
the horse. We must always remember that in 
the first place, the Church does not belong to 
us, but to God who established it. Therefore 
it is only right that we understand our place as 
stewards and not masters of the Church. As 
stewards our responsibility is to discern and 
follow the lead of our master, to do His will 
without presuming to impose our wisdom and 
will to lead the Church by ourselves.

More importantly, I have also learned from 
the example of our Lord Jesus in John 5:17, 19 
where Jesus said: “17 My Father is always at his 
work to this very day, and I too am working…” 
19 Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing 
by himself; he can do only what he sees his 
Father doing, because whatever the Father does 
the Son also does.” 
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From what Jesus said, it seems clear to me that 
God the Father had been leading Jesus in his 
earthly mission. Jesus was simply following our 
heavenly Father’s lead each step of the way in 
fulfilling the mission that God the Father had 
laid for him. If our Lord Jesus, despite being 
God’s own son, needed to follow the lead of 
God the Father, should we as his disciples 
do anything less? Thus, from my reflections 
I have concluded that God is already at work 
long before we arrive at our place of leadership 
assignment. Our responsibility as his leaders is 
to be His stewards to discern what He is doing, 
and then partner Him in His work. Our God 
is still in the business of leading His people, 
more specifically, His Church. As the psalmist 
declares in Psalm 48:14 writes, “This is God, 
our God forever and ever. He will guide us 
forever.” 

As I have shared with our leaders at our last 
TRAC 46th session, for the past year, with the 
help of our leaders and pastors, I have discerned 
that God is leading us to recover our Methodist 
heritage. More specifically, to recover our 
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Methodist spirit, doctrine, and discipline. I 
confess that I do not, at this moment, have 
a clear plan or any grand strategy on how 
this recovery of our Methodist heritage is 
going to help us face the challenges of a post-
COVID-19 world. However, I am confident 
that as we take one step at a time and trust 
God, He will lead and unveil to us a game plan 
to revive our TRAC Churches. Before I end, let 
me share three convictions that I have through 
the last one year of reflecting and discerning 
God’s leading for us as an Annual Conference. 

First, from all that I have learned and 
articulated in my leadership journey, I am 
deeply convicted that my leadership of our 
Annual Conference should reflect a humble 
dependence on God. We are not to go ahead of 
Him but to walk with Him one step at a time, 
allowing Him to lead us. The second thing that 
I am convicted by God is that the journey of 
recovering our Methodist heritage must begin 
with our Annual Conference delegates, which 
includes all our pastors and delegates from our 
21 TRAC Churches, before it goes down to 
our congregational members. Unless our pastors 
and leaders are together of the same mind 
and heart, I do not see how we are going to 
convince and move our congregational members 
forward. Finally, I am convicted by God that 
as we begin returning to know and understand 
who we are by going back to the basic - the 
study of our Methodist heritage – God will in 
time to come make clear His plans and vision 
for us as an Annual Conference.

Until then, I would like to implore all our 
pastors and leaders to be patient with me and 
to walk with me so that together we can allow 
God’s Holy Spirit to lead all of us as we seek to 
hear from Him through our Methodist studies. 
To God be the glory!

Rev Stanley Chua

“THIS IS GOD, OUR GOD 
FOREVER AND EVER. 

HE WILL GUIDE US 
FOREVER.” 

Psalm 48:14



6 GONE	ONLINE,	STAYING	ONLINE:	HOW	WILL	YOU	DECIDE?

BY DAVID HO SH

On	the	personal	front,	President	Stanley	
recalled	how	he	discovered	a	deeper	
love	and	appreciation	of	what	it	meant	
to	be	a	Methodist	while	completing	an	
M.A.	in	Spiritual	Formation	at	Asbury	
Theological	Seminary	during	his	Study	
Leave.		To	discern	what	the	Lord	was	
doing	at	TRAC	level,	President	met	the	
TRAC	Executive	Board	as	well	as	pastors	
at	the	TRAC	Executive	Board	and	Pastors’	
annual	retreat	respectively.		In	addition,	he	
enlisted	the	help	of	the	Chairpersons,	LCEC	
and	Lay	Leaders	of	the	21	TRAC	churches	
on	17	April	21.	From	these	interactions,	
President	discerned	a	consistent	pattern,	
and	that	is,	a	call	to	recover	our	Methodist	
roots	and	heritage.

Developments in the Methodist Church 
in the West
President	shared	two	recent	historic	events	
that	shook	Methodists	worldwide.		The	first	
was	in	2020,	when	the	United	Methodist	
Church	in	the	US	announced	their	split	
over	fundamental	differences	regarding	
beliefs	on	same-sex	marriage	and	LGBTQ	
clergy.		The	other	was	in	the	middle	of	
2021,	when	the	British	Methodist	Church	
announced	that	they	would	permit	same-
sex	marriages.		

In	addition	to	these	2	recent	developments,	
President	shared	how	an	organized	trip	
to	the	UK	by	TRAC	to	study	the	Methodist	
churches	there,	more	than	20	years	ago,	
had	left	an	indelible	impression	in	him.		
The	lack	of	spiritual	vitality	of	the	UK	
Methodist	churches	had	deeply	shocked	
and	saddened	him.

TRAC	
President’s	
Address	at	
the	46th	
Session of the	
TRAC Annual 
Conference
The	Trinity	Annual	Conference	had	its	
46th	Session	from	22-25	Nov	2021.	Rev	
David	Ho	SH	provides	a	summary	of	TRAC	
President’s	address	to	the	conference,	
wherein	he	shared	his	heart	and	direction	
for	the	annual	conference,	

Remember Who We Are
In	his	address	at	the	TRAC	Annual	
Conference	21,	our	TRAC	President,	Rev	
Stanley	Chua,	announced	the	Conference	
theme	for	this	quadrennium:	Remember 
Who We Are,	and	gave	a	clarion	call	for	
TRAC	to	“recover	our	Methodist	heritage”	
by	holding	fast	to	“our	doctrine,	spirit,	and	
discipline.”		

Journey of Discernment
President	Stanley	shared	his	journey	of	
leadership	discernment	was	premised	on	
the	simple	truth	that	God	is	already	at	work	
in	our	lives,	in	our	church	and	in	the	world	
(i.e.,	Wesleyan	understanding	of	God’s	
prevenient	grace).			Over	the	past	year,	he	
had	sought	to	discern	what	God	was	doing	
in	his	life	and	the	life	of	the	Church,	to	align	
with	what	God	was	already	doing.
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While	President	noted	that	there	could	be	
various	factors	and	reasons	for	the	decline	
of	the	Methodist	Churches	in	the	UK	and	
US,	he	was	impressed	that	one	important	
reason	is	perhaps	that	they	have	failed	to	
pay	heed	to	the	prophetic	words	of	John	
Wesley,	“to	hold	fast	to	their	doctrines,	
spirit,	and	discipline.”		President	then	
sounded	a	warning	that:

“unless we as Methodists in Singapore 
pay heed to our founding father, John 
Wesley’s warnings to hold fast to our 
doctrine, spirit, and discipline that he 
and the early Methodists had laid out for 
us – The same fate that had befallen our 
Methodist brothers and sisters in England 
and American will happen to us.”

All	these	reflections	led	him	to	ask	whether	
similar	developments	would	arise	in	
Singapore,	and	to	recall	the	prophetic	
words	of	John	Wesley:	

“I am not afraid that the people called 
Methodists should ever cease to exist 
either in Europe or America. But I am 
afraid lest they should exist as a dead 
sect, having the form of religion without 
the power. And this undoubtedly will 
be the case unless they hold fast both 
the doctrine, spirit, and discipline with 
which they first set out…” “…as long as 
they are joined together in the people 
called Methodists, no weapon formed 
against them shall prosper. But if even 
the circumstantial parts are despised, 
the essential will soon be lost. And if ever 
the essential parts should evaporate, 
what remains will be dung and dross.” 
(Thoughts on Methodism (Works of John 
Wesley Vol.13)
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statistical	report,	12	Churches	registered	a	
decrease	in	baptism	for	youths	and	adults.	
4	Churches	registered	no	baptism.	

•	Weekly Worship Attendances
Based	on	our	2019	statistical	returns,	
13	out	of	our	21	Churches	showed	lower	
weekend	worship	attendances	when	
compared	to	their	membership	roll.		This	
means	that	some	members	were	not	
attending	services	regularly,	or	at	all.

• Losing Youth and Young Adults Members 
to Other Churches
From	anecdotal	evidence,	many	of	our	
21	TRAC	Churches	are	losing	our	youth	
and	young	adults	to	younger	independent	
Churches.

• Shortage of Pastors in 10 years’ time
As	of	2021,	there	are	84	active	pastors	
serving	in	our	21	Churches	and	other	
agencies.		In	10	years’	time,	about	30	
pastors	would	have	reached	the	current	
retirement	age	of	65	years	old.

• Impact of Digital Technology on our 
Worship Services
While	digital	technology	has	enabled	our	
church	members	to	attend	online	worship	
services,	based	on	anecdotal	evidence,	it	
has	also	led	to	online	church-hopping.

• Growing Religious Apathy Among 
Singaporeans
President	shared	2	developments	
that	have	implications	in	our	work	of	
evangelism.	Firstly,	on	16	June	21,	the	
latest	Government	population	census	
show	that	more	Singaporeans,	especially	
those	who	are	younger,	have	no	religious	
affiliation	compared	with	10	years	ago.		The	
verdict	is	still	out	on	their	receptivity	to	
faith.		Secondly,	on	7	Oct	2019,	parliament	

Remembering Who We Are
President	read	a	quote	by	Kalas	Ellsworth,	
a	United	Methodist	Pastor	from	his	book,	
“Being United Methodist”	where	Ellsworth,	
observed	and	wrote	that	the	common	story	
statistically	and	anecdotally	is	that:

“…vast numbers of United Methodists – 
probably a majority – know little of their 
denomination’s history and the reasons to 
recall it with pride. They probably know 
even less about Christian doctrine in 
general and about Methodist doctrine in 
particular… or what significance it might 
hold for their own Christian experience. 
Quite honestly, there is little reason to 
remain a Methodist and still less reason 
to encourage others to become Methodists 
if one knows nothing about the church 
and its teachings that give one reason for 
worthy pride and for the difference that 
Methodism might bring to everyday life.”

President	asked	whether	this	was	reflective	
of	the	situation	of	our	TRAC	churches,	
and	if	so,	would	The	Methodist	Church	
in	Singapore	follow	the	same	path	of	the	
Methodist	Church	in	the	West?

7 Challenges of our Times
President	outlined	7	challenges	before	us.			

• Church Membership challenges
TRAC	has	only	been	growing	at	an	average	
of	1.68%	over	the	last	10	years	(16.8%	
over	10	years).		In	the	Conference	2019	
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approved	amendments	to	our	Religious	
Harmony	Bill	which	placed	a	greater	
onus	on	religious	groups	to	exercise	
greater	care,	sensitivity	and	restraint	in	
their	evangelism	efforts.		

• The Growing Challenges of LGBTQ 
Issues
Based	on	a	report	by	The	Institute	
of	Policy	Studies	(IPS)	in	2019	titled	
“Religion, Morality, and Conservatism 
in Singapore”,1	the	current	generation	
of	Singaporeans	are	more	liberal	in	
their	attitudes	on	gay	rights	issues	
compared	with	young	people	polled	in	
2013.		President	drew	attention	to	the	
statement	in	the	IPS	report	that	says,	
“Over	time,	if	these	trends	continue,	
the	young	will	pull	further	away	from	
the	old,	with	society	becoming	more	
polarized	on	moral	issues	along	age	
lines,	noted	the	authors…”

President	noted	that	these	findings	
have	the	following	implications:	(a)	
the	need	for	churches	to	teach	the	
biblical	position	on	sex	and	gender	
issues	to	the	next	generation;	(b)	the	
need	to	adopt	a	posture	of	embracing	
LGBTQ	people	while	remaining	true	to	
the	biblical	position;	and	(c)	the	real	
possibility	of	polarization	within	the	
church	due	to	LGBT	issues.	

Theme and Directions for this 
Quadrennium: 2022-2024 
Acknowledging	that	he	did	not	have	a	
grand	solution	to	all	these	challenges,	
President	called	on	the	Conference	to	
take	one	good	step	forward	by	going	back	
to	our	Wesleyan	foundations	by	holding	
fast	to	our	doctrine,	spirit,	and	discipline.		
In	this	light,	President	announced	the	
following	directions	for	our	Conference	this	
quadrennium:

CONFERENCE THEME:
“REMEMBER WHO WE ARE”

2022
Recovering our Spirit	(Studies	on	our	
historical	roots	and	heritage)

2023
Recovering our Doctrines	(Studies	in	the	
essential	Doctrines	of	Methodism)

2024
Recovering our Disciplines	(Studies	in	the	
Disciplines	of	the	early	Methodists:	Prayer,	
Searching	Scriptures,	The	Lord’s	Supper,	
Fasting,	Christian	Conferencing	in	Classes	
&	Bands)

President	reminded	us	that	focusing	on	
our	denominational	identity	did	not	detract	
from	our	basic	identity	that	is	always	in	
Jesus	Christ,	Lord	of	the	Church,	uniquely	
revealed	in	scripture.	We	dare	to	follow	
Wesley,	Luther,	Calvin,	or	anyone	else	only	
to	the	extent	that	they	follow	Jesus.	

Our	Wesleyan	heritage	brings	together	the	
essential	doctrines	of	Scripture	and	the	
teaching	of	the	early	church	in	“a	healthy	
and	exciting	balance.”	

Endnotes
1	IPS	Working	Paper	No.	34	–	Religion,	Morality	
and	Conservatism	in	Singapore,	2	May	2019.			The	
full	Working	Paper	can	be	found	here:	https://nus.
edu/2GPFc9S		(accessed:	24	January	2022)
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One	of	the	ways	to	see	the	genius	of	
Wesley’s	three-part	vision	of	doctrine,	
spirit,	and	practice	is	to	visualize	a	tripod	
stand	that	represents	a	Church	with	these	
three	essential	parts.		The	implication	of	
missing	one	part	may	result	as	follows:	

In	this	vein,	President	made	a	call	for	
pastors	and	delegates	at	the	Conference	
to	undertake	a	deliberate	study	program	
over	the	next	3	years	to	recover	our	
understanding	of	our	Methodist	history,	
doctrine,	spirit,	and	discipline.		As	the	
Holy	Spirit	leads	and	reveals,	we	can	
share	whatever	revelations	and	insights	
we	have	received	with	our	churches	for	
practical	implementation.

Doctrine + Discipline
[Lack of Spirit]

=
Lack of Power to

Live the Christian Life

Discipline + Spirit 
[Lack of Doctrine]

=
Vulnerable to 

Excesses and False 
Teachings

Doctrine + Spirit
[Lack of Discipline]

=
 Lukewarm Faith

Conclusion
President	closed	with	the	following	
rallying	call:

•	 Let	us	recapture	the	spirit	of	the	
early	Methodists	and	hold	fast	to	
our	doctrine,	spirit,	and	discipline.

•	 Let	us	arise	and	take	up	this	
clarion	call	to	recover	our	
Methodist	heritage.

•	 Let	us	petition	the	Spirit	of	God	to	
fill	us	once	again	with	His	power	so	
that	we	may	rise	up	like	the	early	
Methodists	to	spread	scriptural	
holiness	over	our	nation	and	
beyond.	

Quoting Baal Shem 
Tov who said, “In 
remembrance 
resides the secret 
of redemption,” 
President shared 
that perhaps by 
relearning our past, 
the past can tell us 
what to do in the 
present.
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“In 
Remembrance 
Resides the 
Secret of 
Redemption…” 

During his address at the Annual Conference, 
TRAC President highlighted two quotes that 
encapsulated both a warning and a solution. In 
this article Rev Allan Lee explores the theme of the 
first quote: “in remembrance resides the secret of 
redemption”.

The disappearing practice of coffee chats
Recently, I had lunch with one of my lecturers 
from theological college. As we chatted over a 
cup of kopi-c kosong at the end of our meal, 
he mentioned that because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, things might not be the same again. 
Soon, there would be a generation of students 
who would not have experienced what it was 
like to sit around in the cafeteria between 
classes to simply “hang out”. 

Needless to say, the restrictions on social 
gatherings has impacted us in various ways. 
But what struck me was that in a matter of just 
three years, the culture and atmosphere that 
gave my alma mater its distinctiveness might no 
longer exist. What used to be a daily occurrence 
for an alumni like myself would soon be a thing 
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of the past, relegated to a page or section in a 
history book. Indeed, it does not take much for 
us to forget what it is that we used to do in the 
past.
 
While we may lament the loss of the “good 
old days,” but what is so “good” about the 
“old days” anyway? After all, isn’t growth and 
progress the hallmark of modern society? In 
fact, cultural theorist Mark Fisher goes as far as 
to suggest that the future has been lost because 
we keep returning to the past and wallowing in 
nostalgia. In other words, a longing for the past 
has a powerful way of confining and restricting 
the way we envision the future. 

Yet, I think our lamentations over the “good 
old days” is more than an exercise in nostalgia; 
or a longing for the familiar or for tradition. I 
believe that what is at stake goes beyond fond 
memories as well. In some sense, when we 
lament the “good old days,” we are, in some 
ways, mourning the loss of a ‘spirit’ – that sense 
of identity and community shared by members 
of a community. In other words, what is at 
stake is more than our individual memory but a 
social memory. 

Social memory and
the quest for the future
Social memory is a concept used by historians 
and other social scientists to explore how and 
why diverse people come to see themselves 
as members of a group with a shared past. It 
involves understanding how groups of people 
“selected and interpreted identifying memories 
to serve changing needs.”1 Such needs may 
include the construction of a new narrative 
around which people can rally and forge a new 
identity. The concept of social memory is an 
important one for the Church too, because 
it not only “defines a group, [but] giv[es] it a 
sense of its past and defining its aspirations for 
the future.”2 In this manner the past, as the 
sociologist George Mead suggests, becomes a 
tool for addressing contemporary dilemmas.3 
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Remembering (or at the very least not 
forgetting) thus becomes a powerful tool. When 
we grow and progress as a community but fail 
to remember, it’s not just the memories that 
are lost. Gone too, are the very things that 
shape, define, and even sustain us. In the case 
of my alma mater, that would probably be a 
facet of a shared community life where people 
from different denominations lounge around 
for hours sharing their experiences in ministry, 
among other things. But on a larger scale, 
failing to remember the past often leads us to a 
place where we may make the same mistakes. 
Hence, the adage: “those who do not learn 
history are doomed to repeat it.” 

Here, I am reminded of the wisdom of the 
Jewish rabbi Baal Shem Tov, whom our 
TRAC President quoted in his address at the 
recent Annual Conference, who taught: “in 
remembrance resides the secret of redemption.” 

Called to Remember
Perhaps this is why the theme of remembering 
is a major one in the Scriptures. Throughout 
the Old Testament, the Lord, through the 
words and writings of the prophets, psalmists, 
and the patriarchs, constantly reminds His 
people to remember all that He has done in the 
past. 

This is seen clearly in the many feasts or 
festivals Israel is called to observe. These feasts 
or festivals are closely connected to historical 
events. The feast of Tabernacles, for instance, 
served to invoke the remembering of Israel’s 
temporary dwelling in the Wilderness (cf. 
Leviticus 23:33-44). The Passover, on the 
other hand, commemorates God’s deliverance 
of the Israelites from the oppression of their 
Egyptian masters. In fact, it was not only 
remembered but re-enacted. The re-enactment 
of that narrative served more than a recounting 
of past, but as an embodied reminder of their 
ongoing identity as the people of God. More 
importantly, it was meant to function as an 
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inspiration for future hope. Remembering 
God’s faithfulness was a central element of the 
whole Passover narrative (cf. Deuteronomy 
16:1-8). As some have pointed out, this pattern 
of remembering the past as an integral part of 
living in the present and imagining the future 
is also reflected in later festivals such as the 
Purim, which recalls the events recorded in the 
book of Esther.4

This act of remembering serves to enable God’s 
people to trust Him in both the present and the 
future. But if the secret of redemption lies in 
remembering, it is lost in forgetting. And the 
history of Israel is rife with examples of how the 
people forgot God and wind up in all sorts of 
trouble. And we need to look no further than 
Judges to see how Israel’s repeated failure to 
remember God and His goodness led to them 
making the same mistakes again and again. 1 
and 2 Kings also show us the consequences of 
a nation who forgot God’s law and walked in 
their own ways. But it is also amongst these 
kings that we see how redemption resided in 
remembering. 

A highlight of King Josiah’s reign was his 
rediscovery of God’s Law when the high priest 

Hilkiah found the Book of the Law during 
the repairs of the Temple. When Hilkiah read 
it to the king, the latter tore his clothes as a 
sign of mourning and repentance (2 Kings 
22:11). Soon after, Josiah called for a national 
repentance, the Law was read to the people and 
a covenant made between the people and the 
Lord: 

“The king stood by the pillar and made a 
covenant before the LORD, to walk after 
the LORD and to keep his commandments 
and his testimonies and his statutes with 
all his heart and all his soul, to perform 
the words of this covenant that were 
written in this book. And all the people 
joined in the covenant” (2 Kings 23:3).

Here, it should be noted that remembering 
is followed by an action in response to that 
information. Hence, we see Josiah and the 
people not only recalling the Law but turning 
from their ways. The temple was cleansed from 
all objects of pagan worship; the idolatrous 
high places in the land were demolished; the 
observance of the Passover was restored (2 
Kings 23:2–23); mediums and witches removed 
from the land. 2 Kings 23:25 records for us 
that, 
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“Before him there was no king like him, 
who turned to the LORD with all his heart 
and with all his soul and with all his might, 
according to all the Law of Moses, nor did 
any like him arise after him.” 

Even though God’s wrath would come upon 
Judah due to the evil King Manasseh had done 
(2 Kings 23:25), judgment was delayed because 
of Josiah’s godly life and leadership (2 Kings 
22:20). 

The secret to redemption lies in remembrance. 
But it is not merely a recollection of facts 
and information, or a pining for that sense of 
nostalgia. True remembrance leads to action. 
I believe that remembering God’s past acts of 
deliverance will build our confidence in Him 
for He has shown Himself to be reliable and 
trustworthy. But just as remembering God’s 
faithfulness would thrust us into acting by faith, 
true remembrance would lead us to action.

‘Remembering’ a Better Future
These biblical examples of remembrance 
consistently points out God’s faithfulness, 
generosity and grace. But as John Drane notes, 
remembrance is “invariably an invitation to a 
better future, though growing out of a realistic 
appraisal of the past.” Jesus, for instance, 
made little reference to the past of the woman 
caught in adultery. Instead, he pointed her 
to the possibilities of a new life (John 8.53—
9.11). The heart of the gospel too is about 
remembering our past, yet looking forward 

to that which is to come; it is always looking 
forward to that which might yet be rather than 
regret over what has been. 

Throughout the Bible, we can see that 
remembering is a significant theme. And 
whenever that theme surfaces, “it is invariably 
presented as a way of pointing forward to a 
surprising new future rather than an excuse for 
raking over the ashes of the past.”  

Remembering the past is a way of navigating 
an uncertain future. Less so in a way where 
we seek to apply solutions without proper 
contextualisation but in remembering the spirit, 
or essence, that we seek to preserve.

It may not take much for my alma mater to 
recover the soon-to-be-gone practice of chilling 
at the cafeteria, or perhaps see it manifested in 
a different form. But that remains the case only 
if it is intent on preserving and recovering the 
spirit of a vibrant and integrated community 
life as it navigates the challenges of the present 
and the future. In a similar vein, many are the 
challenges that lies ahead for us, our churches, 
and the Annual Conference but the persistent 
reminder throughout Scripture calls us to 
‘remember’ our way to a better future. Whither 
will we go, church?
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During	his	address	at	the	Annual	
Conference,	TRAC	President	highlighted	
two	quotes	that	encapsulated	both	a	
warning	and	a	solution.	In	this	article	
Rev	Poh	Zhi-Hui	explores	the	theme	of	
the	second	quote	from	John	Wesley	in	
Thoughts Upon Methodism	(1786):	

“I am not afraid that the people 
called Methodists should ever 
cease to exist either in Europe 
or America. But I am afraid lest 
they should only exist as a dead 
sect, having the form of religion 
without the power. And this 
undoubtedly will be the case 
unless they hold fast both the 
doctrine, spirit, and discipline 
with which they first set out.”

Two	hundred	and	thirty-six	years	on,	and	
halfway	around	the	globe,	the	Methodists	
obviously	still	exist	as	a	Christian	“sect”	
and	are	among	the	larger	denominations	in	
Singapore.	Two	questions	then	arise:

•	 Do	we	“only	exist	as	a	dead	sect,	having	
the	form	of	religion	without	the	power?”

•	 Have	we	held	fast	to	“the	doctrine,	
spirit,	and	discipline”	with	which	the	
early	Methodists	first	set	out?

But	what	did	Wesley	mean	by	“the	doctrine,	
spirit,	and	discipline”?

In	Thoughts	Upon	Methodism,	John	
Wesley	did	not	leave	it	open	for	his	readers	
to	speculate	what	he	was	referring	to.	
Through	recalling	the	beginnings	of	
Methodism	and	its	development	and	
growth	over	half	a	century,	he	articulated	
these	three	in	detail.

On	our	

Doctrine, 
Spirit,
and 
Discipline



DOCTRINE

As	to	doctrine,	Wesley	specified	here	that	
for	the	early	Methodists,	the	“fundamental	
doctrine	(is	that)	the	Bible	is	the	whole	
and	sole	rule	both	of	Christian	faith	and	
practice.”	And	he	goes	on	to	highlight	four	
essential	teachings	from	the	Bible	which	
form	the	core	of	Methodist	doctrine:

•	 True	Christian	religion	is	simply	
growing	to	become	like	Christ,	which	
is	“the	renewal	of	the	soul	after	the	
image	of	God,	in	righteousness	and	true	
holiness.”

•	 This	renewal	of	the	image	of	God	in	us	
can	only	be	worked	in	us	by	the	power	
of	the	Holy	Spirit.

•	 We	receive	this	renewing	power	of	the	
Holy	Spirit	(together	with	every	other	
blessing)	only	by	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.

•	 We	are	to	see	and	honour	anyone	who	
seeks	to	become	like	Christ	as	fellow	
members	of	God’s	family.

Wesley	saw	in	the	Bible	that	the	gospel	
of	salvation	through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	
was	not	only	about	getting	out	of	hell	
and	going	to	heaven	when	one	dies.	It	
included	being	truly	delivered	from	sin;	it	
included	recovering	our	original	natures	
as	creatures	before	the	Fall	–	that	is	to	be	
renewed	in	the	image	of	God,	in	holiness	
and	love.	And	Wesley	stressed	that	God	
has	given	us	the	means	to	employ,	with	the	
help	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	for	this	renewal	to	
be	completed	in	this	present	life.	This	was	
understood	by	Wesley	to	be	the	Scriptural	
doctrine	of	entire sanctification	1	(1	
Thessalonians	5:23),	the	doctrine	which	
he	sees	as	“…	the	grand	depositum	which	
God	has	lodged	with	the	people	called	
Methodists;	and	for	the	sake	of	propagating	
this	chiefly	He	appeared	to	have	raised	us	
up.”	2

So	the	“constant	doctrine”	that	
Wesley	taught	was	“salvation	by	faith,	
preceded	by	repentance,	and	followed	
by	holiness.”

Furthermore,	without	any	other	
discrimination,	anyone	who	sought	
entire	sanctification	was	welcomed	
in	the	Methodist	societies.	So	“from	
the	beginning”	in	Methodist	meetings,	
there	was	no	special	treatment	for	
different	classes	of	people.	Seating	in	
meetings	were	on	a	first-come-first-
served	basis,	“and	all	the	benches	
for	rich	and	poor	were	of	the	same	
construction.”	All	were	subject	to	
the	same	discipline	in	the	society.	
In	other	words,	a	Methodist	is	to	be	
distinguished	by	no	other	criteria	than	
that	he,	with	faith	in	Christ,	seeks	and	
expects	to	be	entirely	sanctified	in	
this	present	life.
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SPIRIT

As	to	spirit,	Wesley	described	here	a	
zeal	for	personal	salvation,	and	a	zeal	
for	everyone’s	salvation.	For	the	latter,	
Wesley’s	own	eagerness	to	preach	the	
gospel	to	save	others	saw	him	travelling	
overseas.	And	later,	when	his	preaching	
proved	unpopular	in	the	established	
church,	he	relentlessly	“began	to	preach	
in	the	fields.”	As	to	zeal	for	personal	
salvation,	Wesley	wrote	of	those	who	
joined	the	early	Methodist	societies,

“One and another then coming 
to inquire what they must do 
to be saved, he desired them 
to meet him all together; 
which they did, and increased 
continually in number.”
(Italics mine.)

The	doctrine	of	entire	sanctification	fired	
up	this	spirit	of	zeal;	and	that	zeal	was	
expressed	in	a	discipline.

DISCIPLINE

As	to	discipline,	elsewhere,	Wesley	
would	include	an	insistence	on	the	
intentional	and	regular	action	of	works	
of	piety	(worship	and	devotion)	and	
works	of	mercy	(doing	good	to	others).	
Here,	he	would	surely	also	have	these	
in	mind;	but	of	these,	he	particularly	
highlighted	a	discipline	distinct	to	
the	Methodist	societies:	a	system	
of	watching	out	for	one	another	and	
helping	one	another	to	grow	in	holiness	
–	the	class	and	band	meetings.	

Each	class	comprised	a	group	of	up	to	
12	people	that	led	by	a	layperson.	It	met	
weekly,	not	for	Bible	study,	but	for	the	
leader	to	ask	concerning	the	spiritual	
life	and	growth	of	the	members.	The	
basic	question	in	each	meeting	to	be	
answered	by	everyone	was	“How	is	it	
with	your	soul?”	3	And	then	the	leader	
was	to	“advise,	reprove,	comfort	or	
exhort,	as	occasion	may	require.”	4	It	
was	compulsory	for	any	who	wanted	
to	join	the	Methodist	societies	to	be	
in	a	class,	and	persons	who	were	
uncommitted	to	this	discipline	would	be	
asked	to	leave.

Those	who	understood	more	fully	the	
implications	of	their	faith	in	Christ	met	
in	bands:	groups	of	five	or	six,	with	
separate	groups	for	men	and	women,	
for	the	purpose	of	confessing	their	sins	
and	praying	for	one	another	towards	
sanctification.

The	other	discipline	that	Wesley	
would	highlight	here	is	giving.	Wesley	
anticipated	that	the	disciplined	life	
of	the	Methodist	would	lend	itself	to	
prospering	a	person	not	only	spiritually	
but	also	materially,	the	latter	which	

Endnotes
1	Or	also	called	by	Wesley,	“Christian	perfection.”
2	John	Wesley,	“Letter	to	Robert	Carr	Brackenbury,	
15	Sept.	1790,”	in	The	Works	of	John	Wesley,	ed.	
Thomas	Jackson,	3d	ed.,	14	vols.	(Grand	Rapids,	MI:	
Baker	Book	House,	1979),	13:9.
3	Original	18th	century	English	phrasing.	Today,	
a	paraphrase	is	along	the	lines	of	“How	is	your	
spiritual	life?”	or	“How	is	your	life	in	God?”	(https://
kevinmwatson.com/2010/07/30/the-methodist-class-
meeting-for-the-21st-century-the-foundation/)
4	John	Wesley,	“The	Nature,	Design,	and	General	
Rules	of	Our	United	Societies”	(1743)
5	John	Wesley,	“Minutes	of	Several	Conversations	
Between	the	Rev.	Mr.	Wesley	and	Others;	from	the	
year	1744,	to	the	Year	1789,”	in	The	Works	of	John	
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Rapids,	MI:	Baker	Book	House,	1979),	8:323..
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could	entrap	him	into	“pride,	anger,	and	
love	of	the	world	in	all	its	branches.”	The	
only	prevention	for	this,	Wesley	wisely	
offered,	was	“If	those	who	‘gain	all	they	
can,’	and	‘save	all	they	can,”	will	likewise	
‘give	all	they	can;’…”	

Wesley	presented	the	discipline	of	the	
early	Methodists	as	means	of	God’s	
grace	for	the	entire	sanctification	and	
thus	true	Scriptural	salvation	of	God’s	
people.	5

The	doctrine	of	entire	sanctification	
fired	up	this	spirit	of	zeal;	and	that	zeal	
was	expressed	in	a	discipline.	It	may	be	
said	that	the	discipline	both	sustained	
the	spirit,	and	proved	the	doctrine	
true	as	evidenced	in	the	spiritual	and	
moral	lives	of	the	early	Methodists.	The	
doctrine,	spirit	and	discipline	of	the	
early	Methodists	led	to	the	growth	of	
the	Methodist	movement	and	brought	
spiritual	revival	to	England	in	the	18th	
century.

If	we	seek	to	see	the	same	in	our	time	
where	we	are,	then	we	will	need	to	hold	
fast	to	the	doctrine,	the	spirit,	and	the	
discipline	that	Methodism	first	set	out	
with	to	be	a	spiritually	vital	and	true	
witness	of	God’s	grace	and	power	of	
salvation.	May	the	Holy	Spirit	help	us	do	
that.

“Lord, I have heard of your 
fame; I stand in awe of your 
deeds, Lord.
Repeat them in our day,
in our time make them 
known…”
~ Habakkuk 3:2 ~

FOR FURTHER READING:

John Wesley’s sermons:
•	 Sermon	4	–	Scriptural	

Christianity	(http://wesley.
nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-
sermons-of-john-wesley-
1872-edition/sermon-4-
scriptural-christianity/)

•	 Sermon	43	–	The	Scripture	
Way	of	Salvation	(http://
wesley.nnu.edu/john-
wesley/the-sermons-of-
john-wesley-1872-edition/
sermon-43-the-scripture-
way-of-salvation/)	

•	 Sermon	92	–	On	Zeal	(http://
wesley.nnu.edu/john-
wesley/the-sermons-of-
john-wesley-1872-edition/
sermon-92-on-zeal/)	

Rules for the Class and Band 
Meetings:
•	 The	Nature,	Design,	and	

General	Rules	of	Our	
United	Societies	(https://
www.methodist.org.sg/
index.php/news-events/
what-s-happening/2-
uncategorised/9-the-
general-rules-of-the-
methodist-church)	

•	 Rules	of	the	Band	Societies	
(https://kevinmwatson.
com/2008/01/21/rules-of-
the-band-societies/)
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“The Way to the Kingdom” was one of John 
Wesley’s sermons which alludes to a similar 
sermon that he preached from his father's 
tombstone in the Epworth churchyard on June 
6, 1742, when he referred to the apostle Paul 
words from Romans 14:7 “the Kingdom of God 
is not meat or drink but righteousness, peace, 

BY Rev Benjamin Lau

Review on John Wesley's sermon - 
"The Way to the Kingdom" 

and joy in the Holy Ghost.” This was a period 
where he was excluded from preaching inside 
the church.

The main text of this sermon is from Mark 1:15 
“the Kingdom of God is at hand, repent and 
believe the Gospel!”. There are two sections to 

Each	issue	we	invite	a	contributor	to	pen	a	reflection	on	one	of	John	Wesley’s	Standard	
Sermons.	These	sermons	are	freely	available	online.	This	issue	we	look	at	Sermon	7:	“The	
Way	to	the	Kingdom”.	The	text	of	this	sermon	can	be	found	at	http://whdl.org/en/browse/
resources/7073.

http://whdl.org/en/browse/resources/7073
http://whdl.org/en/browse/resources/7073
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this sermon. In the first part he defines what 
"The nature of true religion" or "the kingdom 
of God" is and the second part was a challenge 
to live out "the way to the Kingdom of God" in 
our lives. 

Wesley asserted that true religion is “infinitely 
higher and deeper” than just outward forms of 
ritual observances such as rites and ceremonies; 
neither does it consist of orthodoxy or right 
opinions. This is a stark reminder to us, 
that even as we have traditions and liturgical 
practices in our churches today, we should 
always keep in mind not to follow outward 
rituals blindly without truly understanding 
how such rituals shapes us in our lives. In fact, 
Wesley explained that true religion should 
lead to "righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost.", where the first great branch of 
righteousness is to "love the Lord thy God" and 
the second great branch of righteousness is to 
"love thy neighbour as thyself". This is the sum 
of all Christian righteousness. 

Wesley summarises that true religion or 
the kingdom of God is both happiness and 
holiness, when one experience the peace of God 
that "banishes all doubt, all painful uncertainty", 
and the Spirit of God ‘bearing witness with the 
spirit’ of a Christian that he is ‘a child of God’, 
and that brings that unspeakable joy in the 
Holy Ghost. 

In the second part of his sermon, Wesley 
challenged the hearers to live out the way of 
the Kingdom and provided steps for one to 
follow. He first challenged the hearers to search 

Endnotes
1	Collins,	K.	J.,	&	Vickers,	J.	E.	(2013).	The	Sermons	of	John	Wesley:	A	Collection	for	the	Christian	Journey	[Kindle	iOS	
version].
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3	John	Wesley’s	Sermon	“The	Way	to	the	Kingdom”:	A	Brief	Summary,	accessed	November	21,	2021,	https://kevinmwatson.
com/2020/06/09/john-wesleys-sermon-the-way-to-the-kingdom-a-brief-summary/

inwardly at the conditions of our own hearts, 
to be aware that we are all broken and have 
sinned. We need to repent, to know the inbred 
corruptions of our hearts, by asking ourselves 
"What will you do to appease the wrath of 
God, to atone for your sins". This outward sins 
cannot be overcome unless our heart is truly 
changed.

This is where Wesley brings us back to the 
gospel message, where no amount of obedience 
by our own effort can save us from our sins, but 
only by truly repenting and surrendering our 
hearts fully to God, and allowing His spirit to 
transforms us. 

We also need to be convicted of our sins and 
to believe this by faith by embracing the gospel 
message that Jesus Christ has saved us from our 
sins. This faith is not just knowing the bible or 
reciting articles from our creed, or even saying 
the right prayer, but when we truly repent we 
trust in the mercy of God through Jesus Christ 
to reconcile us with God because of His love for 
us. 

He concluded that "this repentance, this faith, 
this peace, joy, love; this change from glory 
to glory, is what the wisdom of the world has 
voted to be madness, mere enthusiasm, utter 
distraction." When we truly believe this gospel 
message, we can experience the peace of God 
and the love of God that will shed abroad in our 
hearts which will lead us to truly love God and 
to love others. And that is what it takes for us 
to walk in the way of the Kingdom. 



BY Rev Benjamin Fong
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How does God raise 
pastors for his Church? 
How does one receive 
a call into full-time 
ministry as a pastor? 
What is the role of a 
pastor, and what exactly 
do pastors do?

Recognising	a	need	to	ensure	that	
Christians	discerning	if	God	was	
leading	them	into	full	time	ministry	as	
pastors	would	have	adequate	guidance	
in	the	discernment	process,	the	TRAC	
Board	of	Ministry	organised	Vocational	
Conversations,	a	half-day	seminar	on	2nd	
October	2021,	over	Zoom.	

Its	goal	was	to	teach	participants	how	to	
discern	and	clarify	this	call	into	ministry,	as	
well	as	to	provide	accurate	information	as	
to	what	pastoral	ministry	is	like,	and	what	
the	application	process	would	be.	

In	keeping	with	its	broad	scope,	the	net	
was	cast	wide,	and	registration	was	
open	to	anybody	from	the	Trinity	Annual	
Conference,	regardless	of	how	sure	they	
were	that	God	was	calling	them	to	be	
pastors.	A	total	of	37	persons	participated.

Both	the	TRAC	President,	Rev	Stanley	
Chua,	and	the	chair	of	the	Board	of	
Ministry,	Rev	Kenneth	Huang	spoke	
on	the	discernment	process	and	the	
steps	towards	becoming	pastors	in	the	
Methodist	Church.	A	panel	of	pastors	were	
also	invited	to	share	their	experiences	
as	pastors,	in	particular	regarding	their	

personal	and	family	lives,	sides	that	are	not	
often	seen	in	the	context	of	the	Church.	

Recognising	the	shifting	demographics	in	
the	persons	entering	full-time	ministry,	the	
organising	committee	consciously	included	
in	the	panel	pastors	with	young	families	
and	female	pastors.	

Questions	were	also	fielded	from	the	floor,	
ranging	from	the	philosophical	(“Is	there	a	
difference	between	being	called	by	passion	
or	by	a	reluctant	burden?”)	to	the	practical	
(“What	is	the	remuneration	for	pastors	
like?”)	to	the	personal	(“Does	our	spouse	
also	need	to	be	called	into	ministry?”).	

The	seminar	ended	with	breakout	
groups	hosted	by	the	panellists,	allowing	
participants	to	also	share	their	journey	with	
others	in	the	discernment	process.	

This	has	been	a	positive	first	run,	and	the	
intention	is	to	continue	running	Vocational	
Conversations	on	an	annual	basis,	with	the	
seminar	always	open	to	anyone	discerning	
a	call	into	pastoral	ministry.	It	remains	a	
non-committal	invitation	to	explore	if	God	
is	directing	a	person	to	be	a	pastor.	

Participants	need	not	be	first-timers,	and	
all	are	welcome	to	return	each	year	to	be	
sharpened	and	guided	in	processing	God’s	
call	in	their	life.	

Vocational	Conversations	will	return	for	its	
second	run	later	this	year.	Stay	tuned	for	
more	information.
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INTRODUCTION 
The	In	Deep	Word	and	Worship	Conference	
is	an	annual	event	organised	by	the	TRAC	
Board	of	Worship	and	Music	(BOWM),	with	
the	intention	of	gathering	members	across	
our	21	TRAC	churches	who	are	involved	in	
the	music	and	worship	ministries,	to	equip	
and	educate,	allowing	us	to	enhance	our	
skills	and	knowledge	to	serve	God	better.

This	year’s	conference	was	held	on	the	
20th	of	November	2021,	and	the	theme	for	
this	conference	is	“how	do	we	engage	our	
congregation	in	view	of	the	pandemic”.	
In	Deep	2021	was	graced	by	members	
from	Planetshakers	Church	in	Melbourne	

who	spent	the	morning	with	us,	leading	
us	in	a	time	of	worship	and	engaging	the	
participants	through	a	time	of	sharing,	
followed	by	a	time	of	question	and	answer.	

FOCUSING ON OPPORTUNITIES RATHER 
THAN LIMITATIONS
The	topic	on	engaging	the	congregation	
during	the	pandemic	was	an	immediately	
relevant	one,	as	we	tried	to	engage	the	
participants	of	the	conference	which	had	
to	be	held	over	Zoom	rather	than	in	a	big	
auditorium	like	in	previous	editions	of	the	
event.	

BY Rev Alex Chew

Event	Highlight-
IN DEEP WORD &
WORSHIP CONFERENCE 
2021

Members	of	the	Planetshakers	Church	leading	the	worship	for	the	conference
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Concerning	the	limitations	because	of	
the	pandemic,	one	of	the	guests,	Pastor	
Noah	Walker,	encouraged	the	conference	
to	focus	on	opportunities	rather	than	
limitations.	This	is	indeed	true	for	the	
conference,	as	one	could	either	be	stuck	
in	the	fatalistic	perspective	and	bemoan	
the	fact	that	unlike	previous	editions	of	the	
conference,	we	could	not	gather	as	a	big	
community,	or	celebrate	the	fact	that	we	
could	use	technology	to	reach	out	to	more	
people	and	have	access	to	more	resources	
beyond	our	national	boundaries.

Specific	to	this	year’s	conference,	not	only	
did	we	have	the	opportunity	to	be	led	in	
worship	by	the	Planetshakers,	we	had	the	
opportunity	to	receive	participants	beyond	
our	shores,	such	as	some	from	Australia,	
Malaysia	and	even	from	India,	extending	
our	reach	and	helping	TRAC	BOWM	to	
equip	more	through	the	conference.

ENGAGING CONGREGANTS CREATIVELY
In	terms	of	maintaining	the	engagement	
with	the	congregants	despite	the	various	

restrictions	that	were	imposed	upon	the	
church,	the	guests	continued	to	share	
with	the	participants	the	ways	in	which	
restrictions	imposed	forced	them	to	think	
of	creative	means	to	turn	those	limitations	
into	opportunities	and	elevate	their	
ministries	to	greater	heights.

One	example	they	shared	was	that	through	
the	use	of	technology	and	the	internet,	
they	were	able	to	project	life-sized,	real-
time	video	images	of	the	members	of	their	
dance	ministry	onto	large	LED	screens	on	
the	chancel	during	their	worship	service.	
This	effectively	allowed	the	dancers	to	be	
part	of	the	worship	team	while	they	were	at	
home,	despite	the	limits	on	the	number	of	
people	who	could	on	site	at	the	broadcast	
location.	

As	regards	other	means	of	maintaining	
engagement	with	the	congregation	through	
the	online	platform,	Pastor	Jonathan	
Hunt	shared	that	Planetshaker	Church’s	
strategy	was	not	to	try	to	“emulate	the	
on-site	worship	service	and	put	it	on	the	

Members	of	the	Planetshakers	interacting	with	the	conference	over	Zoom™	(From	Left	Pastors	
Samantha	Evans,	Jonathan	Hunt,	Andy	Harrison,	and	Noah	Walker)
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internet,”	but	rather	to	be	deliberate	
in	making	their	online	service	distinct	
by	having	an	online	host	(who	may	be	
located	at	a	different	location	from	the	
main	worship	hall,	or	even	in	a	studio	
that	is	purpose	built)	to	engage	the	online	
worshippers.	This	studio	has	facilities	that	
allows	him	to	directly	view	the	comments	
the	worshippers	put	in	the	chat,	which	
therefore	permits	him	to	respond	to	those	
comments	immediately.	This,	together	with	
direct	eye	contact	with	the	camera	provides	
two-way	interactivity	and	a	deeper	sense	
of	connection.	Pastor	Hunt	even	gave	an	
impromptu	tour	of	the	online	host	studio	
to	give	the	conference	a	better	feel	of	the	
infrastructure	that	were	put	in	place	to	
support	this	initiative.	

	

Pastor	Harrison	went	on	admit	that	despite	
good	infrastructure,	it	still	takes	faith	
and	getting	used	to	speaking	in	front	of	a	
camera	and	an	empty	room,	continuing	
to	do	things	they	are	convicted	to	do,	
despite	being	reluctant	to	do	so	because	of	
unfamiliarity.

ONLINE CHURCH VERSUS ON-SITE 
CHURCH
When	asked	whether	Planetshakers	
would	continue	to	stream	their	services	
online	after	the	pandemic,	they	shared	
that	they	would	do	so	in	view	of	the	digital	
natives	who	“live	online”.	However,	Pastor	
Samantha	Evans	was	careful	to	share	that	
they	believe	that	the	online	service	was	
primarily	a	means	to	reach	those	who	are	
not	able	to	come	to	their	church,	such	as	
the	international	community	who	does	not	
have	access	to	a	church,	those	who	are	
homebound	as	well	as	pre-believers,	and	
not	the	church	at	large.	The	ideal	platform	
for	worship	is	still	corporate	in-person	
worship	where	congregants	can	interact	
with	one	another	through	physical	contact	

Pastor	Harrison	showing	the	screen	that	displays	the	chat	group	in	the	church	
interaction	platform

and	hearing	each	other	sing.	
Nevertheless,	whether	through	in-person	
service	or	online	worship	service,	they	
affirmed	the	importance	of	discipleship	
and	strong	connection	in	the	church,	which	
makes	the	means	of	worship	secondary	
to	the	conviction	to	do	so.	It	is	this	strong	
conviction	to	worship	that	drives	both	the	
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Planetshaker	ministers	to	continue	serving	
and	for	the	congregants	to	continue	to	
worship	God	as	a	church,	regardless	of	the	
situation	and	platform.

FEEDBACK FROM THE PARTICIPANTS
The	participants	generally	had	a	good	
time	of	learning	and	worshipping	with	the	
Planetshakers	such	as

James Thie	from	Living	Waters	Methodist	
Church	who	said	that

"The TRAC BOWM Conference with 
Planetshakers was an enjoyable time 
of worship and looking deeper into 
being good stewards of God’s gifts. One 
particular aspect of the conference that 
stood out to me was how we should be 
good stewards of the gift of technology, 
using it creatively to reach out to others 
and to present the gospel interestingly 
to others. Another aspect that stood out 
to me was when they mentioned about 
different way of presenting and facilitating 
the people for different age group. I was 
reminded of our Youth Ministry in Living 
Waters as we have testimony time and 
other programs so that people can relate 

to our stories, and also an important point 
on using our life stories of what God has 
done in our lives as testimonies which 
encourage each other.

Leau Wan Hwee	from	Ang	Mo	Kio	
Methodist	Church	shared	that:

"(An) advantage of having an online 
conference was that the participants 
got an inside look of the Planetshaker 
building. We got a glimpse of the LED 
screen in the film studio and a short 
snapshot on how online host engage the 
online audience. We are also reminded to 
have faith that God speaks to the online 
participants and work in their lives though 
worship leaders may not be able to see 
some of their responses over the online 
platform.  In time of freedom and in time 
of lock down, there is a season to worship 
God."

The	session	ended	with	Pastor	Jeremy	
Ong,	the	Chairperson	of	the	TRAC	BOWM	
praying	for	Planetshakers	and	inviting	the	
participants	to	join	the	board	for	our	events	
in	2022,	which	God	willing	will	be	held	in	
person.	

Pastor	Jeremy	Ong	addressing	the	conference



are	received	into	full	connection	with	the	
Annual	Conference.	Most	notably,	only	
those	ordained	to	the	office	of	elders	are	
permitted	to	administer	Holy	Communion.	

On	17	Jul	2021,	at	the	2021	Special	Session	
of	the	Trinity	Annual	Conference,	we	
received	as	a	member-on-trial	Ps	Isaac	
Tan,	appointed	to	Pentecost	Methodist	
Church.	Later	in	the	year,	at	the	Closing	
and	Ordination	Service	of	the	46th	Session	
of	our	Annual	Conference	on	25	Nov	2021,	3	
deacons	and	4	elders	were	ordained.	

OnTRAC	invites	our	newly	ordained	
deacons	and	elders	to	reflect	on	their	
experiences	in	ministry,	and	for	our	new	
MOT	to	share	a	little	about	himself.

Candidates	who	begin	their	journey	
as	pastors	in	the	Methodist	Church	in	
Singapore	are	received	into	the	Annual	
Conference	as	members-on-trial	(MOT).	
They	are	referred	to	as	pastors	and	
considered	part	of	the	clergy.	The	MOT	
phase	is	usually	a	four-year	period	of	
formal	preparation	for	ministry	as	a	pastor.	
MOTs	are	usually	ordained	as	to	the	office	
of	deacons	midway	through	their	formal	
training.	

Deacons	are	members-on-trial	who	
have	progressed	sufficiently	in	their	
preparation	for	ministry	as	pastors,	and	
thus	given	authority	to	administer	baptism,	
among	other	pastoral	duties.	Elders	are	
deacons	who	have	completed	their	formal	
preparation	for	ministry	as	pastors	and	

Meet	our
New Member-on-Trial,
and Our Newly Ordained Deacons
and Elders
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I	first	heard	God	calling	me	to	full-time	
ministry	back	in	2010,	when	I	attended	
‘Project	Serve’	–	a	discipleship	programme	
run	by	Singapore	Youth	For	Christ.	I	spent	
the	next	few	years	discerning	and	exploring	
God’s	call	upon	my	life,	before	deciding	
to	take	the	step	of	faith.	My	home	church	
is	Ang	Mo	Kio	Methodist	Church,	where	
I	spent	four	years	on	staff	as	a	Pastoral	
Team	Member	before	enrolling	into	Trinity	
Theological	College	full-time.	

I	am	deeply	passionate	in	reaching	out	
to	the	last,	the	least	and	the	lost.	I	also	
believe	in	investing	in	the	next	generation,	
especially	in	communicating	the	
significance	of	the	sacraments	and	church	
history.	

Isaac	is	the	youngest	of	three	siblings	
and	is	married	to	Dora.	He	enjoys	food,	
both	cooking	it	and	eating	(a	lot	of)	it.	
Consequently,	he	tries	his	best	to	exercise	
so	he	can	eat	more.	

Pastor Isaac Tan

NEW
MEMBER-
ON-TRIAL
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NEWLY
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Looking	back	at	the	past	2	years	5	months,	
I	am	amazed	and	still	wonder	at	God’s	hand	
in	my	life	as	an	Member-On-Trial	(MOT).	

I	started	serving	as	an	MOT	in	August	2019;	
6	months	later,	the	covid	situation	exploded	
into	a	worldwide	pandemic.	As	a	result,	
the	church	drastically	changed	towards	
starting	online	services,	work	from	home	
arrangements,	and	online	meetings.	

When	I	started	on	my	MOT	journey,	I	did	
not	expect	all	these	to	happen.	I	did	not	
expect	to	be	thrown	into	the	deep	end	to	
manage	and	coordinate	safe	management	
measures	for	the	church	to	run	our	
services	safely.	I	did	not	expect	the	church	
to	be	closed	over	an	extended	period.	I	
did	not	expect	to	be	a	pastor	during	the	
COVID-19	situation

Rev Emanuel Goh

Reflecting	on	this	episode,	I	thank	God	for	
His	grace	to	sustain	and	protect	the	church.	
I	pray	that	God	will	continue	to	shake	the	
church	and	the	people	to	love	God	and	love	
our	neighbour	more.	As	I	continue	in	this	
journey,	I	pray	that	God	will	continue	to	be	
the	light	to	my	path	and	guide	me	in	every	
step	that	I	take.	I	thank	Him	daily	for	His	
love	and	guidance.

MEET	OUR	NEW	MEMBER-ON-TRIAL,	AND	OUR	NEWLY	ORDAINED	DEACONS	AND	ELDERS
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One	of	my	most	memorable	pastoral	
experiences	came	through	ministering	to	a	
church	member’s	friend	who	was	stricken	
with	terminally	ill	cancer.	Through	a	phone	
conversation,	I	learnt	about	some	of	her	
concerns	about	her	relationship	with	God	
as	she	traversed	this	final	stage	of	her	life.	

By	the	time	I	was	able	to	visit	her	in	person,	
she	had	already	fallen	unconscious.	At	one	
point	of	my	prayer,	I	specifically	prayed	
for	assurance	regarding	the	concerns	she	
had	raised	in	our	prior	conversation.	As	I	
did	so,	I	noticed	that	her	initially	laboured	
breathing	grew	quiet.	It	was	only	when	I	
ended	my	time	of	ministry	that	her	family	
members	and	I	realised	to	our	shock	that	
she	had	passed	away!	I	was	stunned,	but	
I	sensed	that	the	time	of	prayer	had	given	
her	the	assurance	to	go	to	God	in	peace.	

Rev Tay Li Ping

The	experience	threw	into	stark	relief	the	
ultimate	realities	of	life	and	death	that	
constitute	a	pastor’s	vocation,	as	well	as	
the	tremendous	privilege	God	has	granted	
us	to	be	channels	of	His	grace	as	we	
journey	with	others	through	the	valley	of	
shadow	and	death.

NEWLY
ORDAINED
DEACONS
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Coming	into	pastoral	ministry	during	a	
pandemic	has	been	both	challenging	and	a	
blessing.	It	is	challenging	to	lead	worship	
services	with	empty	pews.	But	it	has	been	a	
blessing	to	see	the	Lord	work,	especially	in	
challenging	times,	and	be	part	of	His	work.	

I	had	the	opportunity	to	serve	the	homeless	
and	see	people	healed	during	online	
healing	services.	The	most	eye-opening	
part	of	ministry	for	me	in	these	two	years	
is	to	better	understand	how	difficult	times	
exacerbate	the	gulf	between	rich	and	poor,	
have	and	have	nots.	I	assumed	that	being	
in	lockdown	at	home	was	challenging	until	
I	came	face	to	face	with	homeless	people	
who	had	no	place	to	be	locked	down	in.	I	
assumed	pivoting	the	church	online	was	
challenging	until	I	met	those	who	could	
not	come	online	because	they	could	not	
afford	Wi-Fi,	mobile	data	or	even	suitable	
electronic	devices.

I	am	blessed	to	be	part	of	God’s	work	and	
better	understand	His	heart	to	reach	the	
least,	the	last	and	the	lost.

Rev Jeremy Yap

MEET	OUR	NEW	MEMBER-ON-TRIAL,	AND	OUR	NEWLY	ORDAINED	DEACONS	AND	ELDERS



333333

“You	don’t	need	a	plaster;	you	need	a	
pastor,”	I	once	playfully	said	to	a	young	
person.	Upon	hearing	it,	she	rolled	her	
eyes	in	bewilderment.	Never	did	I	expect	
her	to	remember	this	phrase	for	a	long	
time.

I	remember	her	to	be	reserved	and,	
perhaps,	had	a	perception	of	hierarchy	
between	her	and	pastors.	Whenever	she	
was	in	the	presence	of	a	pastor,	she	tended	
to	be	more	docile,	respectful,	and	to	a	
certain	extent,	unnatural.	

Yet	I’ve	found	that	such	whimsical	
exchanges	bridge	the	gap.	Perhaps	
approachability	is	a	highly	sought-after	
value	that	creates	genuine	connections	and	
leads	to	more	openness.	

It	is	interesting	to	note	the	kind	of	things	
people	remember.	Yet	it	is	more	interesting	
to	note	the	relational	connection	that	opens	
the	doors	to	countless	possibilities,	and	it	
begins	by	simply	being	approachable.	

Rev Jacob Lim

Perhaps	this	provides	a	glimpse	of	the	
incarnational	ministry	of	Christ:	that	
he	comes	to	us,	relate	with	us,	in	a	
manner	that	we	can	understand.	In	the	
incarnational	ministry,	Christ	did	not	lose	
his	godhood,	but	we	gained	a	refreshed	
perspective	of	God	-	that	has	helped	me	
understand	what	my	ministry	should	be	
like.

NEWLY
ORDAINED
ELDERS

MEET	OUR	NEW	MEMBER-ON-TRIAL,	AND	OUR	NEWLY	ORDAINED	DEACONS	AND	ELDERS
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It	was	my	first	time	sharing	a	devotion	
during	a	school	chapel	in	the	junior	college.	
After	chapel,	when	I	was	having	breakfast	
in	the	school	canteen,	one	of	the	first-
year	students	approached	me	and	wanted	
to	discuss	what	I	shared.	I	was	speaking	
about	moral	values,	and	he	shared	that	
though	he	understood	what	I	had	shared,	
he	had	questions	on	where	all	these	moral	
principles	come	from	and	who	ultimately	
decided	on	them.	I	was	glad	that	he	was	
interested,	and	we	had	a	good	conversation	
before	he	had	to	go	for	classes.	

I	did	not	expect	that	I	would	have	
the	opportunity	to	engage	in	such	
conversations	with	the	students	after	the	
chapel	as	they	usually	have	classes.	It	
was	also	precious	as	it	helped	me	to	catch	
a	glimpse	of	what	youths	are	wrestling	
with	especially	in	the	first	few	weeks	into	
school	chaplaincy	work.	I	believe	young	
people	need	to	be	engaged	in	these	life	
conversations	and	we	should	not	shun	
away	from	them.	

Rev Anthony Phua

The	incident	reminded	me	of	1	Peter	3:15,	
which	says,	“...always	being	prepared	to	
make	a	defense	to	anyone	who	asks	you	for	
a	reason	for	the	hope	that	is	in	you;	yet	do	it	
with	gentleness	and	respect...”
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An	interesting	experience	in	ministry?	
The	list	is	rather	long,	perhaps	I	should	
share	a	most	recent	experience.	One	of	
the	programmes	celebrating	Christmas	
in	Pentecost	Methodist	Church	(PMC)	
was	called	“Treasure	Box,”	and	one	of	
the	events	in	“Treasure	Box”	was	called	
“Treasure	Hunting.”	

Basically,	we	seek	the	Lord	to	reach	out	to	
a	treasured	soul	in	the	streets,	a	person	
whom	the	Holy	Spirit	had	revealed	to	
us.	One	of	my	teammates	received	that	
one	of	the	treasured	souls	was	someone	
wearing	a	yellow	shirt	and	I	received	that	
this	same	individual	was	suffering	from	
bowel	complications	and	this	person	was	
just	outside	church.	When	we	walked	out	
of	church,	I	saw	a	man	wearing	yellow	
walking	rather	quickly	toward	the	direction	
of	the	coffeeshop.	I	felt	the	Holy	Spirit	
prompting	that	that	was	the	man	with	
bowel	complication.	I	hastened	my	steps	to	
walk	alongside	this	man	in	yellow	shirt.	

Rev Collin See
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I	remember	an	incident	where	I	
accompanied	another	Pastor	to	learn	how	
to	conduct	a	burial	at	the	cemetery.	Before	
heading	to	the	cemetery,	we	gathered	at	
the	wake	location	and	it	started	to	pour.	

But	it	wasn’t	just	a	normal	storm;	the	
winds	were	so	strong	it	broke	my	umbrella	
and	caused	the	other	Pastor	and	I	to	be	
totally	drenched!	I	remember	seeing	the	
pastor’s	sermon	script	totally	wet	from	the	
rain	too.	

Being	totally	drenched	brought	back	
memories	of	my	time	in	Army	as	I	have	
never	had	my	underwear	and	socks	totally	
soaked	since	then.	Needless	to	say,	the	
drive	down	to	the	cemetery	from	the	wake	
location	was	a	cold	and	uncomfortable	
journey.	All	I	was	looking	forward	to	was	a	
nice	warm	shower	and	a	hot	cup	of	coffee.	I	
guess	this	is	where	our	NS	training	comes	
in	handy	in	preparing	us	for	ministry	work	
too.	Never	knew	that	pastoral	work	has	its	
physical	challenges	too!	

Rev Timothy Yong
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