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the young for  the ageing
By Azalea Wu and Jonathan Chiu 
Paya Lebar Methodist Church

Azalea (19) and Jonathan (20) are 2 young 
adults who have a common interest and 
shared service in the eldercare sector. Over 
the past 2 years, as volunteers at Youth 
Corps Singapore (YCS), they have had the 
opportunity to embark on various projects to 
befriend and engage the elderly. This article 
is a reflection of lessons learnt from their 
interactions with the elderly and how their 
personal mindsets and myths of the elderly 
have been changed. They share their hearts 
for eldercare volunteerism and why young 
people can be a voice to witness love to the 
elderly.

Recognizing the Gap
UN projections estimate that in 30 years, 
the elderly (>65 years) will make up almost 
half of our Singaporean population. We see 
fractured relationships between the young 
and the old. There are more and more 
cases of elderly depression (as a result of 
loneliness), abuse and neglect. Policies have 
even been put in place to encourage working 
adults to take care of their ageing parents by 

By Rev Wendy Tay

staying near them. Children are no longer entrusted 
into the care of their grandparents but to childcare 
centres all across the island. 

As quality time and precious moments of cross-
generation bonding begin to wane, communication 
levels decrease and the young and old begin to drift 
apart. It is no wonder that we no longer ‘understand 
one other’. There is an intergenerational gap. 

When we too, become old men and women, would 
we want to be left alone when we are ‘no longer 
valuable’ to the young people then? As young 
people, how would we like to see ourselves to 
be treated when we are no longer economically 
capable, cognitively sharp and physically strong? 
These are the questions that set us thinking during 
our volunteering.

Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves,  for the rights of all who are destitute. 
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the 
poor and needy.

 - Proverbs 31:8-9

We believe we are called to be a voice for those 
who cannot speak up for themselves. This refers 
to more than those who are physically voiceless, 
but also for those who are limited by their fears to 
express what they truly feel.

We would like to share a few myths about the 
elderly that we used to have and how volunteering 
and engaging the elderly has changed those 
mindsets and closed the gaps with them. 

Be the Voice 

ONTRAC 03

Witness:



ONTRAC04

Myth: Grumpy and Grouchy
Truth: Too Afraid To 
Cause Trouble
Mr and Mrs L live by themselves in a 2-room 
flat in the old housing estate of Lengkok 
Bahru. When visited by youth volunteers, 
the couple are quick to refuse gifts or treats 
because they do not believe they have done 
anything to deserve them. They belong to 
a generation that clenched their teeth and 
endured the grit of a harsh working life to 
survive. When youth befrienders appear at 
their doorstep, their faces light up with an 
unmistakable genuine joy. Despite their frail, 
hunched frames, they rush to set up chairs 
and serve packet drinks, showing hospitality 
as if their own grandchildren are there to 
visit. In fact, their grandchildren hardly find 
the time to visit them, aside from the annual 
Lunar Chinese New Year reunion gathering. 
Yet they shrug it off with a smile, explaining 
their irregular visits, “young people need to 
study hard and get a good job”. 

The ‘grumpy’, ‘fussy’ old person remains a 
stereotype. However, many elderly we have 
met over the course of our volunteering 
have been easy-going and courteous. They 
are quick to refuse help from volunteers 
because they are afraid to express their 
thoughts and limitations. In fact, we find 
them ‘too cordial’. We soon realised that the 
elderly could be afraid of causing trouble for, 
and being a burden to us and their children. 
Probably with no financial means of their 
own, many elderly have this “unspoken 
fear” that by voicing out their problems and 
limitations, this may eventually land them in 
a nursing home.

In actuality, many of them desire company, 
for example, a listening ear or a playful grin 
of a youth. Even for seemingly nasty elderly 
who make clear to the befrienders to leave 
them alone, we have learnt and discovered 
that this points to an underlying issue of the 

heart, possibly stemming from the fear of being rejected 
and the likelihhod to be sent to a home.

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
 - 1 John 4:18

Jesus’ heart breaks for all of His children, no matter 
what age they are at. He would have won their hearts 
over with His perfect love. Over the course of our 
volunteering, we have witnessed the very power 
of Christian love and compassion in action, where 
hardened hearts are softened through consistent and 
patient ploughing through reassuring words, acts of 
service and presence. 

Myth: Always Sad and Depressed
Truth: Overflowing with 
Thankfulness
Mdm Y is a 92-year-old lady who lives alone in difficult 
circumstances, and yet overflows with thankfulness 
for every little thing around her. She never ceases to 
amaze me every time she counts her blessings even 
as she struggles with familial loss, health issues and 
dire financial straits on a day-to-day basis. I believe 
this is because she has her eyes fixed heavenward. 
When asked if she misses her glory days or if things 
could be better in any way, Mdm Y gazes lovingly at 
the small wooden cross that hangs on the highest 
point of her wall, smiles widely, gives sincere thanks 
for our company, gives thanks from the bottom of her 
heart that she isn’t any worse off than she currently is, 
and jubilantly declares that she is “joyful” and there is 
nothing more she could ask for. 

While elderly depression is real, we have learnt not to 
go with the mindset as befrienders to ‘tease and please’ 
them. We have been encouraged by the remarkable 
extent of thankfulness that these seniors displayed and 
their thankfulness for their circumstances has taught us 
not to take things for granted. 

Be the Voice 
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Myth: We Are Only There To Give
Truth: We Have Much 
To Take Away
Though he seems reserved and introverted 
at first sight, it won’t take you long to warm up 
to Uncle L who will eagerly introduce you to 
his neighbourhood and the ‘kopi tiam’ where 
he always has his dinner at. A chatty elderly 
gentleman, he’s very open to sharing and 
often reminisces about old Singapore and 
recounting how things were like back then. His 
multilingualism makes him a walking dictionary 
of Hokkien, Cantonese, Mandarin and a bit 
of English. He’s even made a pact with us 
(volunteer befrienders) to teach him English 
and he would in turn teach us Cantonese, 
and he’s definitely learned faster than we did. 
Uncle L always tells us that it is not good to 
overthink, and he lives by the motto of just 
doing what makes you happy - “开心就好！” 
(“as long as you’re happy”). Another piece of 
advice which he always gives is to always be 
compassionate to others. 

Contrary to the common sterotype that we 
once thought that the elderly are “not able or 
willing to contribute”, many of them are actually 
willing and generous to share their wealth 
of knowledge once the barriers of fear have 
been overcome as mentioned. We have been 
blessed by their friendships and we have so 
much to receive and to learn from them.

Come Aboard 
Many young people may have certain 
perceptions and myths of the elderly just 
like we do. The best way to overcome the 
distance is to encourage greater interaction 
between both generations. 

We want to encourage all young people to join 
in to bridge the gap because we have learnt so 
much from our little volunteering stints over the 
past few years. In volunteering and reaching out, 
we have learnt to witness love to the elderly. 

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of Mine, you did 
for Me.

- Matthew 25:31-46
The way we treat the elderly is a reflection 
of how we treat God’s people and the way 
we treat God’s people mirrors our attitude 
towards God. The neglected and the weak in 
society are precious to God. As we profess to 
love God and serve Him, we ought to live it 
out in action. The greatest witness is the way 
we carry ourselves in how we treat others to 
reflect God’s love.  This is done by treating 
others with dignity, respect and love. And 
that seriously has changed the way we have 
interacted with the elderly. Through giving, we 
begin to better appreciate and better able to 
bridge the generational gap. 

Will you join us too?Be the Voice 
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A young man, in his late teens, lets out a few loud 
excited squeals as the pastor reads aloud the now 
familiar words of “Christ invites to His table all who love 
Him and invites…”. The young man knows that one of 
his favourite activities of the month is about to happen. 
In his excitement, he exclaims a few more words 
loudly, audibly heard by half the sanctuary. The whole 
congregation carries on with the liturgy as a matter of 
course, routinely and habitually, as this happens every 
now and then again in this service, and it is all normal 
as the whole Body of Christ worships together. 

A young lady, standing on the platform, moving her 
hands gracefully and calmly, but quickly, as fast as 
the lyrics of the worship songs are being sung. This 
prompts a section of the congregation to follow along, 
worshipping the Lord not with their mouths but with 
their hands. They add passion to the worship and 
demonstrates the depth of their devotion and feelings 
of praise and gratitude to the Lord, not with spoken 
words, but with spirited actions. Some of the other 
congregation members, inspired by their unuttered 
worship, follows along, and it is all normal as the whole 
Body of Christ worships together. 

The special-needs young adult, serving as an usher. 
The deaf adult, leading the congregation in a worship 
song. 

The special-needs community, partaking of 
Holy Communion, together with the rest of 
the Body. 

The deaf parents, receiving God’s Word 
through the fingers of a typist keying out the 
words of the sermon onto the big screen as it 
is being preached, all the while knowing their 
child is being cared for. 
All these are normal scenes in Wesley 
Methodist Church as the whole Body of 
Christ worships together.

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but 
all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. For we were all baptised by one Spirit so 
as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of 
one part but of many.” 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14

As the Body of Christ worships, all parts 
of the Body are vitally important, and 
demonstrates the wholeness of the Body in 
its worship unto its Head. The mouth, the 
hands, the organs, the feet, the toes, even 
the least brings a dimension of worship that 
not only pleases the Lord but witnesses to 

Wholly 
By Rev Benjamin Lee

  – Closing the Gaps in our Worship

Body
Worship                 
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the world our values of love and acceptance, which 
proves that we are His disciples (John 13:34-35).

The Singapore National Council of Social Services 
advocates that “children and youth, regardless 
of abilities, have opportunities to maximise their 
potential.” 1  That potential is found too and more 
profoundly, within the Body of Christ. Made in the image 
of God, special-needs persons reflect that image, not 
just as a part of the society, but a vital part of the Body, 
as we worship our Creator together as co-labourers in 
raising the incense of the Lord.  

As Daniel’s (who has autism) mum, Sophie exclaims “our 
children should be allowed to take part in the events and 
daily life of the church - be co-ushers and help collect the 
offerings, bake cookies and distribute flowers on Easter, 
Mother’s Day etc.” 
A father of another child with autism sets out a vision 
for services that celebrates all parts of the Body 
worshipping together, desiring for services “where 
special-needs friends are genuinely welcomed, not 
just ‘tolerated’. One where they are allowed to be 
themselves, e.g. making strange noises, or standing up 
and walking around in middle of worship, expressing 
joy in their special way at what may be deemed (in 
conventional terms) as an ‘inappropriate’ time. Ushers 
and staff members trained to re-direct them in a calm 
and ‘natural’ manner if they appear to be heading for the 
communion elements or the pulpit – (where) ‘freaking 
out’ or making a fuss is not necessary.”

At the same time, deaf members of the congregation 
feel belonged when they are made to feel welcomed and 
acknowledged, and when they serve together with the 
rest of the Body of Christ as well. Lee Chong Ding, a deaf 
member of Wesley Methodist Church (WMC) encourages, 
“don’t be afraid of or be intimidated by us, we are just like 
one of you, just that we cannot hear and we communicate 
with our hands.” His friend Joyce Neo, who is also deaf 
(and of the same church), adds on, “come and say Hi to 
us, and we are always happy to be able to communicate 
with you by typing into our handphones.” (As part of the 
community, both Chong Ding and Joyce goes on mission 
trips with WMC as well, bringing God’s tangible love and 

touch to deaf communities in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia.)

For this is what it means to worship as 
the Body of Christ, where the WHOLE 
body worships, the WHOLE body loves, 
and the WHOLE body serves. We, as a 
church, can begin to do this more and 
more, starting with what one parent of an 
autistic child recommends, that efforts can 
be made to “introduce and educate the 
general congregation of the different ways 
our special-needs friends may interact. 
This should be done progressively” (so that 
the mind-set of the rest of the congregation 
can slowly adjust of the changes). 

As we do so, we catch a glimpse of “Thy 
kingdom come” as Revelations 7:9-10 is 
being manifested here on earth as it is in 
heaven. Let us be that kind of church that 
truly worships as a whole Body of Christ.

After this I looked, and there 
before me was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb. 
They were wearing white robes 
and were holding palm branches 
in their hands. And they cried 
out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation 
belongs to our God, who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb.

Revelations 7:9-10

1   https://www.ncss.gov.sg/GatewayPages/Social-Services/Children-and-Youth-with-Special-Needs

“

”
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Welcome: 

At our staff retreat in February 2018, we visited the 
slum at the Klong Toey district of the city of Bangkok. 
The slum is home to some 100,000 squatters and there 
are many families with young children. What struck me 
was that while there are young children struggling with 
the basic necessities of food and education in the slum; 
tourists and the more well to do locals are spending lots 
of money in nearby shopping malls. The difference in the 
standard of living and quality of life is too stark.

While such an issue is seldom spoken of in the public 
domain, many of us are aware that social and income 
inequality is on the rise in many developed as well as 
developing countries. According to the World Inequality 
Report 2018, inequality is rising almost everywhere 
across the world. Even in Singapore, where many are 
blessed with a decent standard of living; there are also 
many who sleep in the streets and rely heavily on weekly 
handouts from social welfare services.

The effects of social and income inequality go beyond 
what is economic. Daily “bread and butter” issues can 
give rise to social and even political tensions. Social 
harmony is often threatened in such economies, 
especially when the wealthy becomes uncaringly 
arrogant and the poor becomes resentfully envious. 
Crime rates might increase and there is potential for the 
affected society to become deeply stratified. In the longer 
term, those who are wealthy might even lose much of 
their resources due to instability.

That is why the Singapore government is doing what 
they can to enhance social mobility and providing safety 

nets for those who need help. Keeping 
education at an affordable level is one of 
the most important strategies to mitigate 
income and social inequality.  How about 
the church? How can the church 
respond faithfully to God’s Word in 
this issue of inequality?

To be sure, such a phenomenon is not 
exclusive to the days of our time. We 
know through historical data that the 
social-economic environment where Jesus 
ministered were full of inequalities. The 
urban ruling elites, who were a minority, 
were known to be extracting the major bulk 
of the value of rural production through 
taxes and land rent. By themselves, these 
elites hardly produce anything or provided 
any form of useful services for the people. 
Jesus’ response to such an issue was not 
to provoke a revolution. Rather, he taught 
and witnessed that those who truly love 
God are to also love our neighbors as 
ourselves.

Notably, Jesus fed the hungry, welcomed 
the social outcasts of the day, healed the 
sick and empowered the needy to live 
life with dignity. His solution to a deeply 
divided world is love. Hence in the book 
of Acts, we read that Jesus’ disciples 
followed His example of love by sharing 
what they have with one another in an 

By Rev Jason Phua

In and our responseequalities
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environment where those who followed the 
Way were severely persecuted. 

I believe the churches of today can do 
well to revisit what we have been doing 
to “welcome” those who are in need of 
help in a world fraught with inequalities. 
God’s call for us to love one another 
is, among other things, to be found in 
good stewardship and generosity of the 
resources that God has blessed us with. 

In Singapore, I am encouraged that 
many churches are generous in providing 
financial assistance to the poor. We 
give out furniture, cooking wares, electric 
appliances, educational funds and even 
cleaned up apartments wrecked by years 
of misuse. All these are good starting 
points. However, I thought what churches 
can do more is to enable individuals to find 
their own way in life; while at the same 
time walk with them in the Gospel. For 
example, many believers are in positions 
of influence in their companies. Some are 
also entrepreneurs. What these persons 
can do is to help other believers in need to 
find training and employment opportunities 
or even help them with writing their 
resumes. I know of a church in Dallas that 
organizes job fairs on an annual basis. 
Another church in New York has full-
fledged counseling services targeted at 
career direction. 

There are also the “daily helps” which many of us 
can do more of. For example, I know of believers who 
helped low income families by offering babysitting so 
the mothers could take a break and earn a little extra 
income if they need to. There are also those who 
volunteer to ferry families with young children, the 
elderly or the ambulant to church and visits to the doctor; 
hence helping these families to save on transport costs. 
My wife also shared with me that she knows of ladies 
with breastfeeding experiences, who would guide and 
encourage first time breastfeeding mothers. This helped 
the families to save money in terms of not having to 
purchase expensive formula milk.

I believe these are good examples to learn from and do 
more of, where the church guide and empower those in 
need in a more holistic manner.

Where the social media is concerned, I believe we can 
also do more in terms of not deepening the sense of 
inequality through what we post on the social media. 
I have observed that some Christians like to post 
on Facebook or Instagram that they just bought an 
expensive car, stayed in a world class resort or dined at 
the most expensive restaurant. While posting such news 
are the rights of individuals, I believe our call to love one 
another should help us be aware of not stumbling others 
with the sense of envy.
 
Greg Foster, in his article “The Radical Christian 
Approach to Poverty and Riches” said this: “For the 
sake of love and righteousness, Christians have the 
privilege of helping heal the breach between rich and 
poor. Against arrogant paternalism and resentful envy, 
we can shine the light of the gospel to illuminate the truth 
about what it means to be human. If all of us are made 
to be in relationship with God and to represent God, 
then, as believers, we belong to each other as spiritual 
brothers and, as human beings, we belong to each other 
as neighbours and citizens with a shared nature and a 
shared community. This is a message of love and hope 
that our culture desperately needs.”  

And I will say a big Amen to that!
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Growing to be 

Faith Communities
According to a recent Institute of Policy Studies’ 
survey, which was reported in The Straits Times 
(28 Dec 2017), if you live in a private estate, 
you’re not likely to have friends who live in the 
HDB heartlands.  

Also, if you’ve attended an elite school, it’s likely 
most of your friends, even in adulthood, come 
from one of those schools.  It appears that such 
class divisions are now far more pronounced in 
Singapore than societal splits based on race or 
religion. 

These findings make me think about the impact 
of social disintegration on the plight of minority 
segments of Singapore society, such as the 
poor and the homeless, migrant workers and 
the ‘special needs’ community – the parts of our 
community which face even greater challenges 
in finding acceptance and ‘belonging’ in society.
   
As the Body of Christ called to ‘love one 
another’, some pertinent questions to consider in 
our TRAC churches are: 

Are such divisions, fractures and gaps in the 
Singapore society manifesting themselves in our 
churches?

Is there a place in our churches for those who 
are different or special?

Pause and ask yourself: 
- Who do you typically interact with in church?   
- Have you had the opportunity to fellowship with 
believers from a different strata of society, or from a 
different race or nationality?  
- Have you intentionally engaged someone or 
a family who might have difficulty settling into 
your church because he or she is different or has 
‘special needs’?

Scot McKnight describes the tension between our 
theology and our practice like this:

 “Love is a great idea until the one you 
are called to love happens to be unlike 
you. Love is a great idea until you 
discover who your neighbors actually 
are.  Love is a great idea until you see 
who actually attends your church.”  1

The imperative for churches to be ‘loving’, 
‘welcoming’ and ‘inclusive’ is however not an 
option.  During His time on earth, Jesus ministered 
to all and loved all; from the poor, blind and sick to 
the Pharisees, tax collectors and Samaritans.   He 
taught that “when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will 
be blessed” (Luke 14:13-14a). That means that all 

By Rev David Ho

1 McKnight, Scot. (2015) A Fellowship of Differents: Showing the World God’s Design for Life Together. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Zondervan, 52.

Inclusive( )
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Wesley Methodist Church’s (WMC) ‘Praise Special 
Community’ (PSCom), which meets on Sundays 
at 5pm, is a ministry where children, youth and 
young adults with ‘special needs’ gather for a time 
of worship, learning and fellowship.  Once a month, 
they join the rest of the congregation at WMC’s 
5pm service for Holy Communion.   Daniel Kwa, a 
29-year old with ‘special needs’, finds joy in serving 
as an usher in the 930 am Traditional Service, 
as well as a co-worship leader in PSCom. These 
initiatives at WMC are examples of how churches 
may embrace those with ‘special needs’ and their 
families with compassion and acceptance.

  

What is more important than ‘tweaking structures’ 
is the need for a fundamental shift in attitudes 
toward those who are different.  The reality is that 
far too often, intangible barriers are encountered in 
churches, whether behavioural or attitudinal, that 
signal ‘access denied’ or ‘you are not welcome’.  In 
a society that prides efficiency and effectiveness, 
there is a propensity even in churches to devalue 
people who don’t readily meet our expectations, 
have any apparent gifts to offer or fit easily into our 
middle-class and above culture.   Mabel Chia, who 
leads WMC’s PSCom, shared this: “What grieves 
me most is the ‘disabling attitude’ – an attitude that 
‘disables’ us from treating persons with disabilities 
as our equals or impedes us from treating them 
with dignity.”  

11

people, from all backgrounds and all walks of 
life, should be invited and included into our faith 
communities.  

Christian writer, Jennie Block suggests that, of 
all places, the church should be a model of the 
‘accessible community’, a point of entry into 
God’s radiating love through the lives of her 
members for, as she puts it,

 “the Body of Christ presumes a place 
for everyone.”  2

To be an inclusive church is therefore to be a 
faith community that actively welcomes and 
befriends the minority, whether a migrant worker, 
an unemployed person, an ex-offender, a 
family receiving financial assistance, a person 
with mental or physical disabilities—not as 
a ‘spectacle’, but as someone with intrinsic 
value, loved into being by God, created in the 
image of God, and thus having unique gifts to 
offer as a human being.  Our churches should 
be communities where they can find and form 
lasting relationships, and develop special gifts 
and talents.

Our churches should be communities where 
parents and children with intellectual disabilities 
can be present without apology, being stared 
at and being silently condemned.  We must 
be ‘empathetic’ communities that lovingly 
embrace and support the father or mother who 
is overwhelmed with the demands of raising 
a ‘special needs’ child, and who wrestles with 
awkwardness and embarrassment whenever his 
or her child has an emotional meltdown.   

In addition, churches should consider ways in 
which their culture, customs and practices for 
gathering together for worship may embrace 
and facilitate the participation of those who have 
‘special needs’, rather than perpetuate obstacles 
and barriers for ‘inclusion’.  

Daniel Kwa 
Usher, Co-worship leader at Wesley Methodist Church

Faith Communities

2  Weiss Block, J. (2002). Copious Hosting: A Theology of Access for People with Disabilities. New York, NY: Bloomsbury, 131.



Christians need to adopt a new way of 
thinking about wholeness and ability, 
measured not by economic power and 
individual prowess but by vulnerability and 
interdependence.  The church, if it is going 
to be the church God envisaged it to be, 
must become a ‘space’ for the full story 
of God’s amazing redemptive grace to be 
expressed in tangible ways.  This is integral 
to our spiritual formation as the Body of 
Christ, not just for the adults but especially 
for our children and young people, who 
desperately need to experience a faith that 
is ‘lived out’ authentically and sacrificially by 
their parents and leaders.  

Will our churches fulfil the 
biblical mandate to be such faith 
communities?  

Will you and I take that first step in 
seeking out and extending a hand 
of welcome to someone who is 
different, each Sunday?  

Will you and I consider serving in a 
ministry that seeks to welcome the 
minority and ‘special’ in our midst, 
and to help them grow in their faith 
and spiritual gifts?

ONTRAC12

Bible Study Lesson at WMC’s PSCom.

Using Art and Craft to help our ‘special friends’ 
assimilate Bible lessons.

Volunteers and special friends of PSCom at the Christmas 
party in 2015, where they put up a skit for pre-believing 
and believing friends and their families.



Despite the bold aspirations of society to end all divisions in 
humanity, we remain as divided as ever today, and perhaps 
even more so. Anthropology tells us that it is an inevitable 
element of life. As human society developed from simple 
hunting bands to more complex agricultural societies, 
specialised roles were taken up by different groups of people, 
creating primitive divisions within the growing population. 1  
Over time, some of these classes accumulated more wealth 
and power by virtue of their function, and the impetus to 
maintain such influence by preserving the status quo grew. 2  
This is why the push for change often comes strongest from 
the classes with less.

To understand why this is such an ingrained feature of 
human life, we must go back to the beginning – what we 
call our “primeval history”. Genesis 1-3 describes a world 
created in perfect unity, where humans lived in the complete 
security of God’s love. We were created to freely give and 
receive love. With the fall of humanity we were cast out from 
that security, causing our hearts to turn inward such that 
we can only love ourselves. 3  Like a cancer this self-love 
polluted human society, culminating in the building of the 
Tower of Babel. While we often attribute the building of the 
tower to pride, a literal reading of Scripture indicates that the 
impulse was one of self-preservation, lest they be “scattered” 
and lost (Genesis 11:4). 4 What humans were attempting 
was a kind of unity “derived from human self-sufficiency 
and autonomy”. 5 This was contrary to God’s purposes for 
humans to fill the earth, multiplying and exercising dominion 

Infinity  WaR 
Why  Humanity  will  Always  Remain  DiviDeD
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1 Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2009), 
270–80.
2 Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society: A Study in Ethics and Politics, Reprint (Louisville, KY: Westminster 
John Knox Press, 2013), 140–41.
3 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Creation and Fall, trans. Douglas Stephen Bax, Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, English Vol 3 
(Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2004), 83–87, 115–17.
4 John H. Walton, Genesis, NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001), 374–76.
5 Walter Brueggemann, Genesis, Interpretation (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2010), 100.

By Rev Benjamin Fong 

“Heal the world, make it a better 
place for you and for me and 
the entire human race,” such 
goes the chorus of the popular 
Michael Jackson song of the 90s, 
and it expresses a sentiment not 
unfamiliar to each generation 
of society. Humanity has long 
dreamed of a world of peace and 
unity, where there are no longer 
divisions in society, whether 
socio-economic, age, gender, or 
the like. Yet history has shown 
such a sentiment to be a pipe 
dream, and the many attempts 
touted to overcome the divisions 
in society – such as socialism, 
pacifism, football - have ended in 
dismal failure.
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over Creation (Genesis 1:28), a 
mandate demanding a scattering 
that produces diversity and a unity 
built on security in the Creator. 

Perhaps this is why all human 
attempts at overcoming our 
societal divisions fail – they often 
address the symptoms but not 
the cause, which is the fractured 
existence of humanity. Salvation 
is not just a deliverance from 
sin, but also a restoration of our 
brokenness. Until this brokenness 
is mended, humans will always 
remain suspicious of those 
different from us. Those who 
have will fear the demands of the 
have-nots, while the have-nots 
will resent the selfishness of those 
who have – both are forms of the 
insecure heart turning to self-love.

It is often said that Pentecost 
serves as the resolution to the 
events at Babel, though not in 
the sense that the people would 
have wanted. Our tongues remain 
divided in form but are now united 

in substance – the praise of God, joining the chorus of the 
heavens and all nature, just as God had always intended 
(Acts 2:1-12). In the same way only the Holy Spirit can fully 
heal the divisions in human society, because it is the Holy 
Spirit who constitutes the new humanity in Christ. In this 
new, restored humanity, class divisions are made obsolete 
because our security comes not from ourselves, but from 
Christ. Hence, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for 
[all] are one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)

It appears then that true reconciliation is not about removing 
the classes that divide us. That is the world’s way, and it 
only results in an enforced hegemony, a false unity that has 
no room for those who are different. True reconciliation is 
about how we perceive and treat one another in spite of the 
existing societal divisions, an ability to love the “other” person 
who is unlike us; we are known as the disciples of Jesus by 
our love for one another. 

With our fractured souls healed and restored, we can once 
again experience security in the perfect love of God, setting 
us free to turn our hearts outwards once more. Now, it is 
possible to love without fear or favour, and to live for others 
rather than for ourselves. It is after all the defining mark 
of one who lives in the kingdom of heaven, and it is what 
demonstrates true worship (James 1:27). Here then is how 
we can “heal” the world – by embodying a different way of 
living made possible by Christ the healer.



‘Neither here nor there’
We did not realise it is so difficult to 
buy a simple long-sleeved plain white 
shirt for a tween until our 12-year-
old was taking part in a concert and 
needed a formal white shirt. We went 
to every mall and clothing shop at 
our town center, but could not find a 
suitable shirt for him. Yes, we did find 
some white shirts but none was of his 
size, while those that he could fit in 
all had patterns and designs. We had 
trouble getting a simple long-sleeved 
plain white shirt for a tween. 

It was a ‘first-world problem’ moment. 
Who would have thought it is so 
difficult to find a simple plain white 
shirt in Singapore, the shopping 
paradise? We were ‘stranded’ and 
didn’t know what to do.

A tween is a pre-teen. Technically 
tweens are not children anymore, 
but they are also not yet teenagers. 
Finding clothes and shoes for them 
is hard – somehow, they do not fit 
into the regular cut manufactured by 
clothing companies. They are ‘neither 
here nor there.’

Unfortunately, this is also true in our 
society. There are people and families 
who do not fit into the regular cut of 
the socioeconomic status bucket. 
They are ‘neither here nor there.’

Land of Opportunity 
Besides being known as a shopping 
paradise, Singapore is a land of 
opportunity. Meritocracy has been a 

A Gap  
major tenet of our nation building – for as much as possible, 
our system tries to equalize opportunities for everyone. 
Rewards are allocated based on an individual’s merit and 
ability. Theoretically, anyone can achieve success through 
hard work, grit and determination.

Well, that’s the theory, but in reality, not every opportunity 
can be equalised. In the real world, some people have more 
and better opportunities than others, and there are people 
who need the extra help to get them out of the poverty 
cycle. The good news is that our government takes steps 
to address the inequitable distribution of wealth and tries to 
improve social mobility. While we do not label ourselves as 
a welfare state, there are public schemes to help those who 
need help. But the trouble is where do you draw the line to 
help or not?

There is a group of people who looks like they could get by 
-- technically they are not needy -- but that does not mean 
they are doing fine either. This group of people struggles 
financially, yet they cannot get external help easily. They 
are ‘neither here nor there,’ and it could be a matter of time 
before something breaks down in the family. 

Falling through the cracks
Ling is 25 years old. She is the youngest in her family and 
lives with her mother and 2 sisters in a five-room HDB 
flat. Her widowed mother and two older sisters suffer from 
schizophrenia and need regular medication. Because of 
their conditions, they have poor interpersonal skills and 
hence find it very hard to find and keep a job. Ling is the 
only one with a stable job. 

By the usual socioeconomic standard, Ling’s family is not 
poor and needy -- Ling can put food and medicine on 
the table but the family is living from hand to mouth and 
the financial burden is tying the youngest in the family 
down. Ling hopes to start a family of her own, but it seems 
that any wedding plan has to put on hold for a while. The 
future does not seem positive for Ling. Ling’s family is in a 
peculiar situation, they are ‘neither here nor there.’
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By Ps  Eddie Ho 

at the Line 
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Our social safety net typically serves the 
one-room rental flat low-income group 
or household with a per capita income 
of less than $650. However, it is often 
the ‘neither here nor there’ group – they 
are neither rich to live comfortably nor 
poor to qualify for financial assistance – 
that falls through the cracks.

Ling’s family is just one example. There 
are increasingly many families where 
one child is taking care of two elderly 
parents. The responsibility of caring 
for parents can drain their cash fast, 
and at the end of the day, they will not 
have much for themselves. Then there 
are the injured blue-collar workers 
who cannot work, mental patients 
who cannot find work, single parents 
who struggle with work and childcare 
arrangements, elderlies who must work 
to take care of their dependents, etc.

Sam is a 75-year-old retiree with a 
bed-ridden wife who is a stroke patient 
suffering from dementia. His only child 
works overseas but pays for a domestic 
helper to take care of his aging parents. 
By the usual socioeconomic standard, 
Sam is not poor but he struggles 
with his finances. As a result, he has 
payments in arrears. Sam is at a loss, 
he is ‘neither here nor there.’

Where do we draw the line? 
By definition, the poor and needy are 
people who are not able to obtain the 
necessities of life such as food, clothing 
and shelter; or in other words, people 
living below the ‘poverty line.’ God has 
a special place in His heart for the poor 
and needy (1 Sam 2.8). Giving to them 
is core to God’s character (2 Corinthians 
9.9). God wants us to help them 
(Galatian 2.10). When we give to them, 

we are giving to God (Proverbs 19.17). We honour God by 
taking care of them (Proverbs 14.31).

But by the world’s standards, Ling and Sam are neither poor 
nor needy. In fact, some people may even argue that people 
like Ling and Sam should adjust their lifestyle or work 
doubly hard to make ends meet. But the fact is: it is not that 
Ling and Sam are not trying, they are struggling. Should 
we help them? Is the ‘poverty line’ a good basis for us to 
determine whether to help or not? The Bible may be explicit 
about taking care of the poor and needy, but it is silent on 
this group of people … or is it? 

Perhaps there should not be any line at all. There are at 
least three reasons:

First, wealth and poverty are relative measurements. One 
man may be poor in one’s eye but rich in another man’s 
eye. There is no absolute certainty to determine whether a 
person is in need unless we put ourselves in their shoes. 
And this is precisely what Jesus did. Even though being 
very nature God, He brought Himself down to our level. He 
went through what we are going through. He knows what 
it is like to be stranded. Jesus knows what it is like to be 
‘neither here nor there.’

Second, Jesus Himself does not make any distinction. He 
came for the rich, the poor as well as the neither here nor 
there. Jesus came to give hope to those who are stranded. 
To give a future to those who are without a future.

And third, in a similar manner, we are called to be salt and 
light in the world (Matthew 5.13). Salt, when sprinkled into 
the mixing bowl, does not choose which ingredient they 
season, they just mix. And when light is thrown into a dark 
room, it does not choose where to illuminate, it simply 
shines.

We who know where our help comes from are called the 
children of the light. Shine wherever our place on earth may 
be. God wants us to love all our neighbours as ourselves. 
Put ourselves in their shoes and we will know whether 
they need help or not. Do you know how it feels like to be 
stranded? Do you know how it is like to be ‘neither here 
nor there?’ What would we want others to do for us in that 
situation? Let us do likewise for them.


