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“LET THE WORD OF CHRIST 
DWELL IN YOU RICHLY AS YOU 
TEACH ONE ANOTHER …”
 (COLOSSIANS 3:16)

John Wesley, Methodism’s founder, would say 
a hearty “Amen!”

What he actually did say was “Let me be 
homo unius libri” (Latin for “a person of One 
Book”). The one book Wesley was referring 
to was the Bible, the written WORD of God. 
This does not mean that Wesley read only 
one book – he was one of the most widely 
read persons of his day. But Wesley made the 
study and application of the Bible his priority 
in life. He desired to “let the WORD of Christ 
dwell richly” within him.

TRAC President‘s Message

Rev Dr Gordon Wong

By Rev Dr Gordon Wong

This issue of On TRAC features testimonies and 
articles from Singapore Methodists on how God’s 
written WORD might dwell more richly within us. 
Three creative artists and a financial investment 
analyst share how the Bible has enriched and 
influenced their professional work. WordAlive!@
Home provides inspiration and practical 
encouragement for families to listen and discuss 
the Word together. Good Listening reminds us 
that we not only need good Bible preachers, we 
also need good Bible listeners for the Word to 
dwell richly within us. Wrinkles, Word and Wisdom 
features several senior members sharing how the 
Word of God has enriched their lives.

May these testimonies and articles help us all 
stay On TRAC Together by allowing the WORD 
of Christ to dwell richly in our lives at work and 
home.
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Listening
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Have you heard a good sermon?

I remember hearing one that spoke to 
me many years ago. It exhorted the 
congregation to care for the next generation. 
The speaker was sincere, funny and 
engaging. There were stories that touched 
the heart, it had practical handles for the 
hearers to act on, and the message stuck 
to my mind even after all these years. Many 
people were blessed that day, but people 
I spoke to thereafter were too polite to 
state the elephant in the room — the entire 
message had little mention of God and the 
only scriptural text used was mentioned only 
at the very end, which could be easily edited 
out. If we were to take away the pulpit, it 
could have been mistaken as a TED talk.

Maybe the question should be: Do you know 
a good sermon when you hear one? 

What is a good sermon anyway? Is it one 
that makes you laugh, moves you to tears, 
teaches you a new thing, helps you discover 
something good or wrong about yourself, or 
is one that is so memorable that you still talk 
about it years later? Is how you feel a good 
gauge of the sermon?

In a world where facts are less influential in shaping 
opinion than appeals to emotion, many of us tend 
to appraise sermons by how we feel in the 30 to 
45 minutes of hearing — not unlike watching a 
YouTube — as a one-way presentation. Let’s be 
honest, how many of us ‘swipe left’ or shut out in 
the first few minutes when we have made up our 
minds that the preaching is boring, or the content is 
offensive, irrelevant or disinteresting?

But sermons aren’t popcorn. 

They are not bite-sized snacks but a feast for 
savouring. It takes two hands to clap. So, if there is 
good preaching, there ought to be good listening.

Generally, there is consensus on what good 
preaching is — e.g. Kevin DeYoung, an American 
pastor, surmised in a blog that a good preaching 
should have accuracy, clarity, authority and 
authenticity — but there is little help or rubric for 
good listening. 

In fact, there is no rule for good listening. 

In our consumeristic world, it is whatever-suits-
you for the hearers. This echoes Paul’s words in 2 
Timothy 4.3 that “the time is coming when people 
will not endure sound teaching but have itching 
ears.” We listen to what we want to hear.
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Paul specifically says in 2 Timothy 4.2 to preach the 
word, not tickle the ear. The word is “God-breathed” 
(2 Tim 3.16) and contains a “pattern of sound 
teaching” (2 Tim 1.13), which means that there are 
doctrines in the word to be preached.

Let’s think about it. If there are doctrines to be 
preached, then shouldn’t we the hearers put in 
effort to listen for it? After all, Jesus says to consider 
carefully how you listen,

Take care then how you hear, for to the 
one who has, more will be given, and 
from the one who has not, even what 
he thinks that he has will be taken away 
(Luke 8.18).

So, how do we cup our ears to the sacred task of 
listening well? I would like to propose we do it by 
asking ourselves three broad questions. 

1. Am I ready to handle the Truth? 
Paul gives a few reasons for preaching the pattern-
of-sound-teaching, and its purpose is to correct, 
rebuke and encourage (2 Tim 4.2). Hence, we ought 
to ask ourselves whether we are prepared to be 
rebuked and corrected. If we come with humble 
hearts ready to be changed, the message will come 
alive to encourage us.

2. What is the Big Story? 
One way to help us hear better is to see the word of 
God as a big story book. The sermon is a story of 
the Protagonist (God) being repeatedly betrayed and 
yet turning the situation around. Within the pages 
of the 66 books of the Bible lie the elaborate plan 
of the Protagonist to embrace us in His big story, 

and turning our hopeless darkness into His 
glorious light. 

Thus, it is crucial to ask if the word and the 
Protagonist the main point of the sermon, 
and whether we have gained a good 
understanding of the word.

3.How am I part of God’s Big Story?
After we know the main point of the word, we 
ought to ask: 

• What does God require of me? 
• How does He want me to be part of His Big 
Story? 
• How am I going to handle the truth- do I 
ignore it, sit on it or act on it?

A good talk may stir our emotions, but a good 
sermon clarifies the Big Story for us. It tells 
us who God is, what is He doing, and how He 
wants us to behave according to the truths 
revealed in His word. Being blessed by the 
sermon is not measured by the level of our 
feelings. Jesus says it all when he said, 

“Blessed are those who hear the 
word and obey it.” (Luke 11.28)

Whether or not we like the preacher or the 
preaching style, we can all participate in the 
worship service through good listening of 
God’s Big Story.

Listen the Word



The statistics in the US are alarming.  A study 
by the Barna Group showed that over 60% of 
young people raised in the church leave before 
adulthood. 1 These are people who said they 
attended church regularly and went to Sunday 
school often.  While these statistics pertain to the 
US, we cannot deny seeing similar trends in our 
local churches.  

Contrary to popular perception, it is the 
parents and not the church, who have 
primary responsibility of teaching children 
the Word and showing them how to live 
it out daily.  Deuteronomy 6:7-9 is clearly 
addressed to parents:  

7 Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on 
your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses 
and on your gates. 

According to Kenda Dean, who is Professor 
of Youth, Church, and Culture at Princeton 
Theological Seminary: 

“Research is nearly unanimous on this 
point: parents matter most in shaping the 
religious lives of their children.  This is not to 
say that parents determine their children’s 
spiritual destinies… Yet there is no doubt 
that teenagers’ appreciation of a life-orienting 
God-story, and their ability to discern God’s 
ongoing movement in their lives...are heavily 

influenced by adults’ appreciation of such 
a story, and adults’ ways of discerning and 
responding to the Holy Spirit’s presence in 
their lives.”  2 

Kenda Dean advises against wholesale 
outsourcing this parental responsibility to age-
group programs (i.e. Children’s and Youth 
Ministries) as programs are limited and present 
“the gospel as a wooden translation, a vision 
of the church that, while briefly serviceable, is 
frequently distorted, often stilted, and usually 
bland.” 3  While we may not agree with her view, 
we cannot deny the crucial role of parents in 
discipling their children beyond the weekend 
program to all aspects of life 24/7.

Deuteronomy 6 and Jesus’ discipleship 
model call upon parents to show their 
children godliness—to teach them, talk to 
them, embody for them their own delight 
in the Lord, 24/7.  Timothy (a father of two 
children), sees himself as a ‘demonstration of 
sanctification’ to his children.   What parents need 
to be aware is that the faith of their children is 
shaped not so much on how often they sing ‘I love 
You Lord’, but on how much they show them in 
what they do and how they live.   

How can parents begin?  Below are some 
suggestions as well as experiences shared by 
some parents. 

In his study “Growing Up Religious,” Robert 
Wuthnow stressed the importance of “specific, 
deliberate religious activities that are firmly 

Word Alive!@Home 

1 https://www.barna.com/research/most-twentysomethings-put-christianity-on-the-shelf-following-spiritually-active-teen-years/
2 Dean, Kenda Creasy. Almost Christian: What the Faith of Our Teenagers is Telling the American Church (p. 112). Oxford University Press, 2010. 
3 Ibid, p. 123.
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intertwined with the daily habits of family routines, 
of eating and sleeping, of having conversations, 
of adorning spaces in which people live, of 
celebrating the holidays, and of being part of a 
community.” 4 According to Wuthnow, compared 
with these practices, the formal teachings of 
religious leaders often pale in significance.  
 
Parents should cultivate Bible reading with their 
children at an early age, and then encourage them 
to start reading it on their own as they get older.  
Schedule family devotions daily.  Hope (a mother 
of two) shares: 

“Every year we select one or two daily 
devotion books and we just read the devotion 
and pray. Sometimes we have a short 
chat about the devotion or sometimes we 
pray specifically about what the devotion 
addresses, but we are flexible about this. The 
key is commitment and consistency.”   

As children enter into the formal education 
system, there is a tendency for Christian parents 
to be more anxious about their children’s progress 
in School than their spiritual maturity.   It is crucial 
for parents to “stay the course” in cultivating their 
children’s growth in the Word, amidst the hectic 
schedules of life.  

Both Cecil and Vin Seng (both fathers of 
teenagers) encourage their teenage children to 
attend BSF with them as it provides the family 
opportunities to read and study God’s Word 
together.  Cecil suggests that parents should not 
just see themselves as teachers to their children 
but also, as fellow pilgrims and co-learners with 
their children.  Cecil’s experience has been 
that “God has used my children to explain His 
mysteries to me.”

Parents must learn how to really be present 
with their children and to create space for 
contemplation and reflection in their homes.  
Family conversations over meals and activities are 
wonderful platforms for spiritual conversations to 
arise.  Vin Seng shares his experience: “Meeting 

with one another is definitely a priority in my family.  
We have lots of conversations, especially meal 
time. We bear lots of testimonies to each other.”  

Families should be a place where young 
people can freely wrestle with their 
questions of faith, including their doubts 
without fear of judgment.  Vin Seng shares 
that doing bible study together with his children 
allows them “to discuss openly the struggles they 
face in the world…and how we would go to God’s 
Word to direct us in these struggles.”  

To help his children move from learning the Word 
to being transformed by the Word, Bernard, a 
father of 3, frequently structures his family’s nightly 
devotion time to create space for reflection on how 
they could be more obedient to the Word. 
 
More than just learning about the Word, families 
should seek to experience and trust the God 
of the Word in their daily lives through prayer.  
Sylvia (wife of Cecil) shares how ‘prayers’ are 
uttered either by her or her daughter on the way 
to school every morning, even if she gives a 
lift to her daughter’s friends.   Vin Seng shares 
how the whole family rallied to intercede for 
his pre-believing mother while she was ill, and 
who eventually came to faith.  Such shared 
experiences of God’s faithfulness allow the 
children to witness the reality of God’s Word 
amidst the uncertain seasons of life. 

If you are a parent, do consider incorporating 
some of the above examples in your family 
schedule.  Don’t be discouraged if your children 
might not be keen or responsive initially.  The 
fact that you are trying to engage them speaks 
volumes.  Seek and trust God for baby step 
progress that lead to breakthroughs.  

Our children don’t need perfect 
parents, just faithful parents who love 
and trust the Lord and His Word.
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4 Wuthnow, Robert. Growing Up Religious: Christians and Jews and Their Journeys of Faith, (p. xxxi-ii). Boston: Beacon Press, 1999.



“If we can’t see how far to go, go as far 
as we can see…” I don’t know where this 
quote came from. I felt it is a practical 
principle for my life in the workplace. Very 
often, especially when we are in a dilemma 
or a crisis, we may not hear God’s answer 
to our plea, but we can still “see” where to 
go by obeying his Word and trusting him to 
lead us step by step.  

Every year, from the middle of May to 
end July, my company will take in a few 
undergrads from NUS for their internship. 
Once, I was tasked to write a report on 
a certain location to show that it is an 
upcoming investment destination. I asked 
an intern to help me download data on 
prices and rents to support the proposition. 
The numbers turned out disappointing 
and did not show an uptrend. Worried and 
frustrated, the intern asked me whether we 
had to “massage” the numbers so as to 
show positive results. 

God’s Word @ Work 
By H.M, Pentecost Methodist Church
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I remembered Deuteronomy 25.15-16 
which holds some key principles vital to my 
work. The two verses say: 

“You must have accurate and honest 
weights and measures, so that you may 
live long in the land the Lord your God 
is giving you. For the Lord your God 
detests anyone who does these things, 
anyone who deals dishonestly.”

I told her that as analysts, there must be 
integrity and honesty in our research and 
analysis. We should not misrepresent 
nor should we mislead people who rely 
on our expertise. We must be prepared 
at all times to stand by our data, and that 
can only happen if we draw from reliable 
sources and check its accuracy.  

When we showed our findings to my 
superior, we discussed and found a way 
to dissect the data according to different 
regions. By doing this, we discovered 
that one of the regions had performed 
well. We also found that we could make 
recommendations to overcome the 
weaknesses in the other regions. As a 
result, our report went out with a positive 
message, satisfying both the client and my 
boss. Indeed, God’s Word is at work! He 
is glorified when we do honest work. Our 
obedience to his Word makes a difference.  

Ps Jason Phua



About 14 months ago, I made the decision 
to leave the company where I served 
for 20 years. It was a difficult decision 
because I enjoyed the work I did and 
my contributions were recognized by the 
top management. I also helped to lead a 
Christian fellowship group in the office. My 
work involved a lot of data compilation and 
numbers crunching.  Once in a while, when 
the workload was heavy and deadlines 
were chalking up, I made mistakes and 
reported the wrong figures. But I had good 
bosses who were very understanding and 
worked together with me to resolve the 
matter and cleaned up the mess I created. 

That was true until the last boss I worked 
with who felt that being the most senior 
analyst in the department, there is no room 
for error. His rebukes were sharp, creating 
protracted tension in the department. Over 
time, I began to lose confidence in my 
work and in myself. My fellowship group 
was a great support. They reminded me 
to “love, bless, do good and pray for” my 
boss (Matthew 5.44) as commanded by 
our Lord Jesus. Despite what was going 
on, there were still pockets of happiness 
within the department. Nevertheless, 
I began to deliberate on leaving the 
company. 

At the tail end of 2016, the morning after 
a very bad performance review, I read 2 
Kings 6.1-23 for my morning devotion. 
It was about the King of Aram sending a 
strong army to surround the city of Dothan 

to capture Elisha the prophet, whom he 
was told had foiled his plans to conquer 
Israel. 

Two verses caught my attention: 

“When the servant of the man of God 
got up and went out early the next 
morning, an army with horses and 
chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh 
no, my lord! What shall we do?” the 
servant asked. “Don’t be afraid,” the 
prophet answered. “Those who are with 
us are more than those who are with 
them.”

Elisha knew that the Lord would protect 
him and save him from his enemies. He 
prayed for the Lord to strike the army with 
blindness and then he led them to the King 
of Israel in Samaria. Instead of asking the 
King of Israel to execute the army, Elisha 
told him to treat them as his guests: he 
was to feed them with a great feast and 
then send them back to Syria. Thereafter, 
Syria shelved its plans to conquer Israel. 

I thanked the Lord for His timely word! I 
stopped sulking over the things said to me 
in my performance review. I found comfort 
in knowing that the Lord will protect me 
from harm and will make a way of escape 
for me. With this assurance, I decided 
that it was time to leave my job and let 
God lead me to a new season in my life. 
God’s Word is truly at work in my life, no 
matter at the workplace or anywhere else. 
Having read my testimony, may you also 
be of faith that we can allow God’s Word 
to guide our steps for His glory. Therefore, 
may we never stop reading, reflecting and 
relating to God’s Word so that we can 
do His precious will and live the way He 
intends it to be. 

Amen. 
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Psalm 92:12-15

12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree
    and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13 They are planted in the house of the Lord;
    they flourish in the courts of our God.
14 They still bear fruit in old age;
    they are ever full of sap and green,
15 to declare that the Lord is upright;
   he is my rock, and there is no      
   unrighteousness in him. (ESV)

Jack Benny, an American comedian from the 
1950s/60s that our senior readers would no 
doubt know well, was famously once quoted 
in New York Times as saying “Age is strictly a 
case of mind over matter. If you don’t mind, it 
doesn’t matter.” In the minds of the wise and 
godly seniors who wrote their life testimonies in 
“Our Stories, His Glory”, many attest to how they 
have flourished and indeed is still flourishing, 
bearing fruit in old age and being ever full of sap 
and green, because God’s Word has had its 
work in their lives and is still at work ever more 
so. Wrinkles have not defined their outlook of 
life, but the Word of God has. They, together with 
Rabbi Ben Ezra, can say, 

Grow old along with me!
The best is yet to be,
The last of life, 
for which the first was made.

3 key themes stand out 
again and again in the 
testimonies.

1
They know that it 
is God’s Word which 
has given them 
Wisdom for life

Mr Chen Nee Sian, 
in his testimony, says 
“Wesley has given me a 
lot - most of all a strong 
foundation in God’s word 
and a sense of the Lord’s 
faithfulness. Whenever 
I’m troubled, I know I 
can always rely on the 
Lord’s guidance because 
His everlasting arms are 
always supporting me.”

Likewise, Professor Oliver 
Seet wrote that after he 
received the Holy Spirit, 
“the first miracle that 
happened to me was that 
I suddenly developed a 
hunger for God’s Word 
and began to read the 
bible from cover to cover - 
not once but many times... 
When you feed on the 
Word of God, you grow in 
spirit.”

Wrinkles, 
Word and Wisdom

ONTRAC 03ONTRAC 09

A Reflection from a Reading of Wesley Methodist Church’s publication 
“Our Stories, His Glory” in relation to Aging, God’s Word and Wisdom 
– By Rev Benjamin Lee

“
“

Wisdom has come 
from a strong 
foundation in and 
seeing God’s Word 
being proven faithful 
again and again 
through the years. 

The most common 
Hebrew expression 
for age, zaqen, is 
often also the simple 
designation for 
old age. Abraham 
was said to be old 
(zaqen), which an 
explanatory phrase 
described as “well 
advanced in years”. 
At the same time, the 
word zaqen, when 
used as an adjective, 
also indicates either 
a sign of nobility, 
or some status of 
authority, or positions 
of being advisers, 
pointing therefore 
to a measure of 
authority and wisdom.  
With zaqen comes 
wisdom. As Job 12:12 
puts it, “With the 
ancient is wisdom; 
and in length of days 
understanding.” (KJV)

Which is why, in his 
thin and quaint, but 
deep and insightful 
book, “Reflections 
on Time & Eternity”, 
Bishop Emeritus 
Robert Solomon 
wrote in the chapter 
entitled, “Numbering 
Our Days”, that “to 
count our days aright 
is to realise that our 
remaining days are 
numbered... (that) 

Ps Benjamin Lee



Laurels are not rested upon as 
God’s Word is continually meditated 
on. Through the transforming work 
of the Word, the conforming to 
Christ becomes more and more 
evident. The penultimate continues 
to fade, till the ultimate finally 
pervades. 

But before the ultimate becomes 
absolute, the wise seniors know 
that there is still mission left here on 
earth for them. 

3They perpetuate God’s 
Word to the next 
generation with the 
example of their lives.

Mrs Koh Chi Chin exhorts, “A 
special word to the church: 
Appreciate the Trinity. Faithfully 
seek God through His Word and be 
humbly committed to prayer.”

By the sharing of their testimonies 
and perspectives, the wise seniors 
have given the next generation a 
glimpse into individuals that have 
depended upon and faithfully 
worked out God’s Word for their 
lives. They have sought to impart 
faithfully what they themselves 
have gleaned from a lifetime of 
ruminating upon the Word of God. 
They follow the examples of the 
saints of old who continue to teach 
and admonish the next generation 
well into ages where most would 
consider them old. 

The bible itself knows no concept 
of retirement as well. Although 
the Levites retired from official 

will bring us to true wisdom, 
a wisdom that knows the 
implications rather than the 
actual number (of days we have 
left). Such wisdom will relativise 
our days on earth and all they 
entail... and will know how to 
differentiate the ultimate from 
the penultimate.”  Those who 
have gained much wisdom seek 
the ultimate, for they have seen 
through the hollowness of the 
penultimate. Which is why the 
second theme is so prominent.

2They expect God’s 
Word to continue to 
work in their lives 

Even at their age, the wise 
seniors have an expectation 
that God’s Word will continue 
to work and guide their lives to 
develop still an even greater 
dependence and intimacy with 
the Lord. 

Dr Eileen Aw puts it most clearly 
by her account of encountering 
the venerable Rev John Stott. 
She wrote, “More recently, I had 
the privilege of being at his 80th 
birthday celebration in London. 
In a sermon, he said that at 80 
years of age, he still wanted to 
know the Lord better. Imagine 
that, a great man like John Stott 
still desiring intimacy with God. 
And he wanted to know God 
more so that he could be more 
conformed to His image.” For 
John Stott, knowing God more 
comes through knowing and 
conforming more to His Word. 

service at fifty, they continued 
assisting the younger priests. 
Zechariah continued serving 
in the Temple even though he 
considered himself old. The 
elderly, though no longer able 
to contribute physically in the 
agricultural societies of the 
bible, nevertheless continue 
to be teachers to their 
grandchildren and advisers for 
the younger generation. 
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Wrinkles, Word and Wisdom

And so with wrinkles, filled with wisdom 
that comes from God’s Word, the 
wise seniors echo the words of Steve 
Green’s song, Find Us Faithful. May we 
all, be found faithful. 

We’re pilgrims on the journey
Of the narrow road
And those who’ve gone before us line 
the way
Cheering on the faithful, 
encouraging the weary
Their lives a stirring testament to God’s 
sustaining grace

Surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses
Let us run the race not only for the prize
But as those who’ve gone before us
Let us leave to those behind us
The heritage of faithfulness passed on 
through godly lives

Chorus:
Oh may all who come behind us 
find us faithful
May the fire of our devotion 
light their way
May the footprints that we leave
Lead them to believe
And the lives we live inspire them to 
obey

After all our hopes and dreams have 
come and gone
And our children sift through all we’ve 
left behind
May the clues that they discover and 
the memories they uncover
Become the light that leads them to the 
road we each must find



In our post-Enlightenment world the 
imagination is often relegated as a 
frivolous pleasure, something we can only 
afford to indulge in after we’re done with 
the work at hand. The imagination has, 
however, been crucial in the development 
of humanity. It is the imagination that 
sparked within great minds new and 
better ways of doing things, birthing 
inventions that we could not do without 
today. It is the imagination that allured 
the great explorers into mapping faraway 
lands, bringing the world closer together 
than it once was. And what would be 
the state of the human soul without 
Michelangelo’s awe-inspiring frescoes 
in the Sistine Chapel, or the gloriously 
humbling angelic chorus of “Hallelujah!” 
in Handel’s Messiah? None of these 
would be possible without the imagination 
hinting at the possibilities of realities 
greater than what we can merely see, 
touch, hear, taste, or smell.

As a process of the human mind, our 
imagination would still require some form 
of raw data to “process”. But if what we 
imagine is to have any real meaning, it 
must be pegged to an ultimate reality, and 
not to a reality first conceived in human 
minds which are finite and penultimate. 
The stirrings of our imagination thus 
find true meaning when it points us to a 
deeper reality – the reality of God and 
his work; I suggest that there is no better 
source for our imagination than the 
divinely inspired Word. 

Imagine
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Joel, a youth worker with Singapore 
Youth for Christ, found a deep affinity 
with the Psalms, as their raw emotion 
confronted him with emotions within 
him that he was previously oblivious 
to. He has since learned to bring those 
emotions before God in prayer through 
the medium of art.

How would the Word fuel our 
imagination, giving us new insights into 
realities beyond the physical?

In the case of Joaquina, an 
accountant, the Word of God opened 
her mind to the possibility of using her 
love for art as a means of glorifying 
God. While meditating on the Parable 
of Talents, Joaquina felt a growing 
desire for God to use what he has 
given her, leading to her exploring 
calligraphy. Today, she finds herself 
being led to opportunities to serve God 
with her art through different people 
and ministries. 

Ps Benjamin Fong



By Benjamin Fong

Charis, a graphic designer, found 
her ideas of value challenged as she 
encountered the Master Designer 
revealed in the Word. The revelation 
that God is a creative God, who not 
only made everything in existence but 
who also gave us the means to create 
and appreciate beauty, helped her see 
beyond the current present-worldly 
obsession with effectiveness and 
optimization, and to instead embrace 
how art enables us to experience and 
contemplate the beauty of life itself.

Perhaps therein lies the problem. We live in a world that no 
longer has time for beauty, a secular world, in the sense that 
humanity has trouble conceiving of realities that transcend 
the physical realm. Yet the imagination plays a crucial role 
in showing us not only the world as it is but the world as it 
should be. We see this in a virtuous cycle as the glimpses 
of God’s beauty stimulates a deeper hunger for more of this 
seen and yet not fully perceived beauty.

Recognising the Word as the muse that inspires and grounds 
their art, all three artists agree on the importance of a life 
centred on the Word, and all three express a desire to keep 
growing in this area. Though they did not say so explicitly, 
it appears that their Word-inspired imagination has in turn 
shaped the way they want the Word to be foundational in 
their life. 

Joaquina, having heard God’s challenge to use what 
he’s given her, desires to grow in her ability to hear and 
recognize God’s voice through the Word. Joel, having gained 
deeper insight into himself through the Psalms, seeks to 
allow Scripture to shape his growth as a person. Charis, 
having her ideas of what matters in this world challenged 
by the presence of a creative God, wants to grow in her 
dependence on God rather than any other form of security, 
and this by allowing the Word to be her light. 

Reinforcing the idea of a virtuous cycle, the three also 
express a desire for the Word to shape their imaginations, 
and their art, to an even greater level – Joaquina, to grow 
in artistic skill just as the many creative characters in the 
Biblical narrative; Joel to express biblical truths through 
visual storytelling, creating vivid mental images just as Jesus 
did with his parables; and Charis to be able to express the 
beauty of the world as perceived not just through physical 
eyes but with discerning and prophetic eyes.

It appears then that the creative Word which gave form to 
Creation in Gen 1 is still a creative force today, enlightening 
within our minds the possibilities of a greater reality than 
what we see in the physical. Sometimes it gives us new 
insights into ourselves, seeing ourselves in a new light. At 
other times it unveils the possibilities of a better reality, or 
life as it can and should be. And at still other times the Word 
shows us how God had so much more intended for us when 
he first gave us our gifts and talents. 

How is the Word shaping your imagination today?
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“(Singapore is) the most multi-religious 
society in the world, and we have the 
wonderful opportunity to show, ‘with 
gentleness and respect,’ Christ’s love to all 
our neighbours, ‘regardless of language, 
race or religion.’”

Rev Dr Gordon Wong, Presidential Address at TRAC 
42nd Annual Conference, 2017.

On 14 August 2018, Ambassador Hawazi Daipi, 
Singapore’s non-resident representative to 
the Palestinian National Authority, and Imam 
Habib Hassan Al-Attas of Ba’alwie Mosque 
were invited to share with the TRAC Pastors at 
the monthly Pastors Fellowship on this topic. 
Bishop Dr Chong Chin Chung also graced the 
occasion.

Ambassador Daipi shared from the perspective 
of Singapore’s history and the practice of 
Islam in Singapore. Lauding the formation of 
the Inter-Religious Organisation of Singapore 
and Johor Bahru in 1949 (later renamed IRO 
of Singapore in 1961), and reminding the 
audience of the racial and religious riots in the 
1950s-60s, he underscored the importance 
and tentativeness of racial and religious 
harmony in Singapore. He shared that Muslim 
leaders in Singapore believe that racial and 
religious harmony are key to Singapore’s 
development and also serve as a basis for 
their own community and religious progress. 
In such light, the Islamic Religious Council of 
Singapore (MUIS) proposed the Singapore 
Muslim Community of Excellence concept 
in 2003. It lays out ten desired attributes of 
Muslims in Singapore that gives guidance 
for contextualising the practice of Islam in 

together
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 (as Muslims and Christians) 

our multi-religious society, secular state and fast-
changing environment. 1 The SMCE also guides 
Muslims in Singapore in responding to the trend of 
extremism, terrorism, and Islamophobia in the world. 

Mr Daipi then urged for basic guidelines for mutual 
respect and sensitivity in inter-religious relations and 
to focus on building friendships and partnerships for 
community services. Drawing again from Singapore’s 
past, he noted that amidst racial or religious riots, 
people of different races and religions living in the 
same kampungs looked out for one another as 
friends.

Imam Habib Hassan spoke next from the perspective 
of earliest Islam. He first observed that post-9/11, 
Islam has been misunderstood because of extremists 
who misquote the Qur’an to justify their wrong deeds. 
Submitting that earliest Islam history and examination 
of the characters of the Prophet Muhammad and of 
the true Muslim leaders of the past provide the true 
picture of Islam’s teachings, he highlighted these 
episodes in early Christianity-Islam interactions:

Living

R- L: Rev Dr Gordon Wong, Imam Habib Hassan, Bishop Dr Chong Chin Chung,  
         Ambassador Hawazi Daipi, Rev Gabriel Liew

in Abrahamic Harmony and Peace 
                                   in 21st Century Singapore

1  https://www.muis.gov.sg/-/media/Files/OOM/Resources/Risalah-eng-lr.pdf

Ps Poh Zhi Hui
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• Umar also 
issued a letter 
assuring 
Christians in 
Jerusalem 
of their 
lives, safety, 
property and 
worship.

• Before 620, the Christian king 
of Ethiopia, Najashi, protected 
Muslims who fled from persecution 
by pagans in Mecca.

• After the Prophet Muhammad fled 
from Mecca and arrived in Medina 
in 622, he befriended Jews and 
Christians there.

• In 628, in response to a 
letter from Christians in Sinai 
seeking protection , the Prophet 
Muhammad wrote back to 
guarantee their freedom to practice 
Christianity. 

• In about 632 before the Prophet 

Muhammad died, when a group 
of Christians from Najran came to 
Medina, he treated them hospitably.

• Umar, the third Caliph, declined 
an invitation from the Christian 
Patriarch Sophronius to pray in the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre when 
he was in the old Jerusalem, being 
concerned that Muslims who came 
after him may claim the grounds 
where he prayed as their territory. 
This became true about 200 years 
later when a Muslim Caliph built a 
mosque where Umar prayed.
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• The Qur’an writes well of Jesus as a prophet and bids 
Muslims to accord honour to Jews and Christians.

Imam Habib Hassan then urged for Christians and Muslims 
to live in peace with and help one another, just as they had 
done in the earliest of days.

The session concluded with a time of question-and-answer in 
which there was warm and respectful dialogue between the 
audience and the speakers, followed by lunch together.
While differences in theology, and accounts and 
interpretations of history between Islam and Christianity are 
difficult to reconcile, historical evidence beckons that such 
differences need not mean animosity between Muslims and 
Christians. Peace can exist amidst differences if both parties 
heed their respective scripture’s call to treat the other with 
love and respect as persons created and loved by the God of 
Abraham, even as both keep faith with their different beliefs. 
Such an occasion where religious leaders from both sides 
can enjoy warm fellowship and dialogue with one another is 
a sign of commitment to do just that.
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Alex is married to 
Caroline and 

together, they have two 
wonderful children.
Before joining the pastoral 
ministry, Alex and his family 
worship in Ang Mo Kio 
Methodist Church, where 
Caroline is a lay ministry 
staff, while Alex served as 
an Assistant Zone Leader.
Alex received his call to the 
pastoral ministry in 2000, 
while he was serving in the 
public service, which brought 
him and his family on a 
journey of discernment and 
preparation, that cumulated 
in him enrolling into Trinity 
Theological College in July 
2015.
In his free time, Alex loves 
spending time with the 
family, reading, chatting over 
coffee and jogging.

Prior to answering God’s 
call to enter the pastoral 
ministry, 

Allan was serving 
in another 

ministry – the Ministry of 
Home Affairs – as a civil 
servant where he did 
research for about two 
and a half years. He also 
spent a year and a half 
as a Teaching Assistant in 
NUS before joining MHA. 
He received God’s calling 
to the pastoral ministry 
in 2014 – one that his 
brother, Anthony, helped 
confirmed – and enrolled 
into Trinity Theological 
College the year after. 
Allan enjoys a good cup of 
coffee, especially over a 
good book (graphic novels 
included), and catching 
the latest movies. He’s 
married to Kelly, a social 
worker. 

Benjamin 
grew up in Wesley 
Methodist Church and 
received God’s call to the 
pastoral ministry at the 
age of 19. He started his 
journey in full-time ministry 
serving as a youth worker. 
Upon graduation from 
Trinity Theological College, 
he served as a Pastoral 
Team Member with the 
Pastoral Care Ministry, 
Discipleship & Nurture, and 
Small Group Ministry.
Benjamin has a heart for 
discipleship & evangelism 
and has a passion for 
mentoring the younger 
generation. In his free 
time, he enjoys jogging, 
or chilling over a cup of 
coffee and a good read. 
He is married to Claire, 
whom he met through a 
Young Methodist Leaders 
Conference.

New
MOTs

Members-on-Trial
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Joey Chen served 
in the hearing 

impaired and prayer 
ministries at Wesley 
Methodist Church as a lay 
person for several years 
before receiving the call into 
full-time vocational ministry in 
2012. After graduating from 
Trinity Theological College in 
2016, she was a lay ministry 
staff at Wesley Methodist 
Church in the family life 
ministry for two years, and 
youth ministry for a short 
period. Joey is married to 
Andrew, who is currently a 
lay pastor in an Anglican 
church. She enjoys reading, 
singing, watching movies 
(especially action flicks, spy 
thrillers and foreign films), 
and sipping good coffee.
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