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We don’t normally associate sincere love with hospitality. 
We think of hospitality as putting on a plastic smile, 
speaking politely and offering someone a drink. But the 
apostle Paul apparently understands hospitality as an 
expression of sincere love, and love for one another is 
Jesus’ central command to all disciples.

 “I experienced God’s welcome here.”

TRAC President’s Message

Experiencing and extending God’s loving welcome is 
clearly a major theme in the Bible, and is the focus for 
this issue of OnTRAC. 

One article (Worship leads to Welcome) explores how 
scripture leads us from worship of God to welcoming 
strangers.

But one man’s meat is another man’s poison, and one 
man’s welcome is an invasion of another’s privacy! Two 
articles (Is our welcome welcomed? & What do visitors look 
for?) ask us to consider if our attempts at welcoming 
visitors are actually unwelcoming experiences for them.

I felt like an angel challenges us to consider how a 
responsible concern for security and efficiency does not 
inadvertently convey a cold and unwelcoming façade to 
visitors.

Vehicles of Welcome and Welcoming the Chinese describe 
two initiatives that seek to extend the loving Welcome 
of God to two large groups of people in Singapore: the 
seniors and China nationals.

“I experienced God’s welcome here.” I pray this will be 
true for each of us in our churches, and that each of us 
will help make it true for someone else.

“I experienced God’s welcome here. Someone 
bothered to greet me, and invited me to coffee after 
the service. She even remembered my name. That’s 
why my family and I decided to become part of this 
church.”

That’s the testimony I heard a few months ago from 
an American lady at one of our local congregations.

Would that all who visit our churches might say the 
same!

The apostle Paul writes: “Love must be sincere… 
Practice hospitality.” 

(Romans 12:9, 13 NIV)

■  By Rev Dr Gordon Wong
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Worship leads to

“9Let love be genuine; hate 
what is evil, hold fast 

to what is good; 10love 
one another with 
mutual affection; 
outdo one another 

in showing honor. 
11Do not lag in zeal, be 

ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be 

patient in suffering, persevere 
in prayer. 13Contribute to 

the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to 
strangers.”

Romans 12:9-13 
(NRSV)

■  By Rev Benjamin Lee

Winnie the Pooh has a good friend named Piglet. 
One day, Piglet asked Pooh, “Pooh, How do you spell 
Love?” 
Pooh answered, “Piglet, You don’t spell it. You feel it.”1

It is likely though, that the Apostle Paul would have 
answered it differently. It is likely that he would have 
answered, “Piglet, You don’t spell it. You show it.”

We know that Paul would probably have answered 
Piglet this way because in his letter to the Romans, after 
writing about how Christ is the answer to our sins and 
wrongdoings, and how we should therefore worship 
Him, offering our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
acceptable unto Him as our act of spiritual worship, he 
goes on to write, in Romans 12:9-13, of how the Romans 
can show their love for God and for each other in very 
practical ways.

How do we Love?
When the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 12:2 to offer our 
bodies as living sacrifices so that “by testing you may 
discern” God’s will, these words “by testing you may 
discern” is translated from the Greek word “doimazo” 
which has the sense of “finding out the worth of 
something by putting it to use or testing it in actual 
practice”. And so Paul is telling the Roman church, if 
you want to offer your worship to God, if you want to be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, and see His 
good, pleasing and perfect will in your life, then test it by 
putting it into actual practice. 

That is why he goes on to write about the spiritual gifts 
that each of us have, and how we should use them and 
put them into practice. And then in Verse 9 onwards, to 
the end of the chapter, he describes how we can live a 
life that is pleasing to God, in worship of Him, and that 
is by loving each other sincerely, by loving each other 
practically. And so if we were to ask, “How do we love?” 
The Apostle Paul would probably say, “love practically!” 

It is here, that we see, how Worship leads to Welcome. 
This passage, reminds us that as we worship God, we 
do so, in part, by loving others in practical ways. In 
the passage, two of these ways relates directly to our 
Welcome of others, “outdo one another in showing 
honour” and “extend hospitality to strangers”.

Honour
NRSV translates this part as “outdo one another in 
showing honour” and NIV translates it as “Honour one 
another above yourselves”. They both carry the same 
general meaning of according to others the highest 
possible honour. Putting others first, honouring them, 
is a way to show love.

Ben Witherington III, an insightful Methodist scholar 
who is now teaching in Asbury Theological Seminary 
writes that “this entire other-directed attitude is the 
antidote to a self-seeking attitude…. And a good way of 
rendering the verse here is this ‘go first and lead the way 
in showing honour to one another’ ”.2 

How do we worship the Lord? We can do so by 
Welcoming others, honouring them above ourselves, 
putting their needs above our own. When visitors come, 
we honour them by offering them our usual seats in the 
Sanctuary. When the elderly come, we honour them by 
giving them priority to the seats near the aisles. When 
the disabled come, we honour them by letting them use 
the lifts first. 
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In that sense, we have already begun to extend 
hospitality to strangers, another exhortation of the 
Apostle Paul in how we can worship God, in showing 
our love for Him and for others.

Hospitality
Hospitality was especially important in the days of 
Paul, because inns were few and far between, and 
those that existed were often unsafe or unsavoury 
places. It was essential, therefore, for Christians 
to open their homes to travelers. Which is why the 
Apostle urged them to practice hospitality, that is 
how they ought to show love to others.

The relevance for us is this: That it is also true in our 
contemporary world. People are still looking for, still 
searching for safe houses from their travels in this 
world of stress. People are looking for an oasis from 
this desert world, a harbor from this storm of life, a 
safe-house from this stressful society.

In fact, Paul did not urge the Romans to simply 
‘practice’ hospitality, but rather to ‘pursue’ it. The 
original Greek word had an active tense, which 
suggests an active pursuit of being hospitable 
towards others. Origen, an Early Church Father, 
commented that ‘We are not just to receive the 
stranger when he comes to us, but actually to 
enquire after, and look carefully for, strangers, to 
pursue them and search them out everywhere.”3

How do we love?
John and Charles Wesley, who found their own 
loving so intimately intertwined with their serving, 
summed up this passage beautifully in their poetic 
commentary on these verses when they wrote:

Happy we live, when God doth fill.
Our hands with work, our hearts with zeal;
For every toil, if He enjoin,
Becomes a sacrifice Divine,
And like the blessed spirits above,
The more we serve, the more we 
love.4 

How do we spell love? 
We don’t just spell it, 
we show it: by honouring 
and extending hospitality to 
others, because Worship 
leads to Welcome. 

1 Alan A. Milne.
2 Ben Witherington III, Paul’s Letters to the Romans: A Socio-
Rhetorical Commentary.
3 Gerald L. Bray, Romans (Ancient Christian Commentary on 
Scripture).
4 John and Charles Wesley, The Poetical Works of John and Charles 
Wesley Volume 13.

Most churches would have some form of welcome 
for visitors. We usually have a room or an area where 
we host visitors with refreshments, give them a 
visitor pack or take down particulars for follow up. 
But is our welcome welcomed? Based on findings, 
here are some practices which we unknowingly 
implement but may not have been welcoming: 

1. Make visitors stand during the service to be 
acknowledged by the congregation

 Many don’t like to be singled out and worse, have 
to introduce themselves or wear a newcomer’s 
badge. Even raising hands to receive a visitor 
packet may make some uncomfortable. One 
approach is to simply welcome visitors in general 
during the service and invite them to go to a 
lounge or area where they can receive a welcome 
pack and find out more about the church.

2. Ask visitors for their particulars but not following 
up on them in a timely manner

 Visitors who give their particulars will reasonably 
expect that the church will contact them soon. 
Not doing so in a timely way or worse, not 
following up on them is an indication that they 
are not welcomed. 

3. Persistently inviting visitors to come for a cell, 
small group meeting or church activity

 Repeated invitations to a visitor, albeit sincere, 
can be a turn-off because it would seem as if the 
church has only one agenda: to get the visitor to 
return when this may not have been the visitor’s 
intention.

4. Welcoming greeters but insensitive ushers
 Some churches have greeters whose role is to 

offer a warm welcome to visitors. However, if 
the visitor is then ushered to their seats by a 
grumpy, insensitive and rude usher, then the lack 
of consistency is hardly welcoming.

■  By Rev Raymond Fong
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5. The designated welcome area is not easily accessible
 If the welcome area is far away from the location of 

service and there is no adequate signage, it is a turn-
off for visitors.

6. Volunteers at the welcome area are not able to answer 
queries or provide basic information for visitors

 If there is no one at the welcome area who can 
respond to simple queries, then the welcome 
element is lost or compromised. 

 Besides these welcome practices, there are other 
realities which are a turn-off for visitors. A lack of 
clear signage to key places like toilets and nursing 
rooms, unclean toilets and facilities, and worse, 
unfriendly congregation members, are indicative of 
the lack of welcome the church has for her visitors.

 So is our welcome welcomed? This is not an easy 
question to answer. But if we believe that hospitality 
is an important ministry, then the following may 
help: 

 a. Feedback system 
  Feedback from visitors on what went well 

for the welcome and what can be improved 
is indispensable to continually enhance the 
church’s welcome experience. Such feedback 
can be obtained when the church does timely 
follow up on visitors.

 b. Training and equipping 
  We cannot assume that the welcome ministry 

will be effective simply because we have the 
infrastructure, people or system in place. 
Adequate and developmental training should 
be provided for staff and volunteers so that they 
may know the Biblical basis of hospitality and 
the necessary skills for engaging and welcoming 
visitors.

 c. Developing a welcome culture
  The welcome ministry isn’t simply about good 

greeters, excellent welcome corners or loungers. 
It is about a culture where the congregation 
exhibits a true and warm welcome to all. Such a 
culture takes time, intention and willing hearts, 
to shape and develop. It begins from the pulpit, 
as the congregation is taught and instructed 
on the spiritual significance of welcome in our 
ministry. 

 d. Sharing of best practices
  Churches can and should share best practices 

so that we can learn from each other. There can 
be shared training sessions and focus group 
discussion sessions to help each other enhance 
our welcome as sister churches. 

Conclusion
As Christ has welcomed us into 
His kingdom, let us welcome 
each other, for the glory of God 
(Romans 15:7). May God teach 
us to welcome others the way 
He would want us to. May our 
churches be places of welcome 
and redeeming love for the 
stranger, unchurched and the 
seeker. May our welcome be 
welcomed!

welcomed?

Is our
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Last Sunday, after the Sanctuary service at Paya Lebar 
Methodist Church, May, a lady, walked up to Pastor 
Jonathan Seet & I and said, “Pastor, this is my first time 
attending your church service”. With tears welling up in 
her eyes, she continued, “I can truly sense the strong 
presence of God in the service. Thank you. Do continue the 
good work God began!”

Imagine a place where people can experience Shalom 
peace, the unspeakable joy of the Lord and the 
unconditional love of the Father- a place people look 
forward to entering. Imagine a place so functional that 
no one ever wants to leave. Imagine a place where the 
atmosphere takes your breath away in the manifested 
Presence of God. Imagine a place where strangers can 
feel welcomed, safe and comfortable, a place of respect, 
acceptance and friendship. Can your church be this 
place?

Although there is a danger of being overly sensitive 
toward people’s perception of the Church, it is important 
to understand how visitors are feeling, thinking and 
seeking. It can be helpful to get inside the head of a 
visitor and try to understand what they are looking for. 
With this in mind, let us begin our journey.           
                                           
As a visitor, I am looking for:- 

1. Warmth. This has nothing to do with your 
thermostat setting.  Church attitude can be felt 
and the moment visitors experience a detached or 
‘clique-ish’ atmosphere, they are not likely to stay 
long.

2. Welcome. Closely related is the idea of 
receptiveness. Everyone wants to feel welcomed, 
especially first-time visitors. The Church, as the 
Household of God, ought to be a place where 
people feel welcomed, regardless of the way they 
look, smell, or act.  In the Gospels, we read that 
Jesus Christ did not have a problem mixing with 
the world. He hung out with them. He embraced 
them.  Most importantly, He certainly did not shun 
away when their sinful humanity surfaced. He salted 
their lives. He made them thirsty. When their thirst 
got the better of them and they asked questions, He 
had the answers. Unless we develop a true spirit of 
acceptance, the hospitality we extend to visitors will 
be hypocritical.   

3. Real people. Some churches can foster a spirit of 
artificiality.  Somehow, some people act differently 

What Do Visitors Look For In The Church? 

■  By Rev Irene Thung

in church, putting on a veneer of spirituality.  People 
can see right through this, and visitors can sense 
the inauthenticity.  True hospitality puts away pride 
and does not care whether or not people see our 
humanness. Because we are maintaining no false 
pretensions, people can then feel comfortable with 
the idea of being friends.

 During one of my visits to Hillsong Church in 
Sydney, Australia, Senior Pastor Brian Houston 
said, “Every week we see increasing numbers of people 
coming to Christ because our people are REAL- real 
enough to be attractive to enquiring, thirsty people. All 
they do is to engage interest in people and then invite 
them back to church again. Once inside the House of 
God, the Spirit of God and the Word of God goes to 
work and draws them to Jesus.”      

                 
4. Substantial Teaching. Most of our visitors’ 

time is spent on listening to the preacher. Is the 
preaching clear?  Does it connect with people where 
they are? Does it faithfully reflect what Scripture 
teaches?  The last thing we want to hear a visitor 
mutter on the way out is, “I had no idea what that 
guy was talking about”.

 5. Whole-person care. In the Webster’s Dictionary, 
the definition for “hospitable” is wedged between 
“hospice”, which is a shelter, and the word “hospital”, 
which is a place of healing. Ultimately, when we 
open our church in the true spirit of hospitality, we 
offer shelter, we offer healing. 

6. Involvement. Some people visit churches, not 
because they are looking for a place to melt into 
anonymity, but because they are looking for a place 
to connect, to use their gifts, and to develop a 
ministry. Does your church have opportunities for 
people to be involved? 

8. Adjustment period. Generally speaking, visitors 
do not want to draw attention to themselves.  I have 
been to churches where all visitors are given a rose 
sticker and are asked to wear it after the service 
(that is a bad idea). Some visitors may love these 
gimmicks, but for the most part, visitors would 
prefer to watch, observe, sit back and take it in, at 
least at the start.  Let them do so.  A visitor packet 
or a word of welcome may be more appropriate.

 Of course, the above list is not exhaustive. There 
may be many more things visitors are looking for. 
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Having a church that is open to visitors is not 
simply a matter of having beautiful facilities 
or smiling greeters. It is so much more.  For 
Christians, hospitality is not an option. It is an 
injunction (Isaiah 58:6-9, Luke 14:12-14). We are 
commanded to practice hospitality - as seen 
from the example of the patriarch Abraham, 
who saw three holy visitors coming to him 
across the burning sands (Genesis 18), all the 
way to the wise counsel of the Apostle Paul 
(Romans 12:13b).                                                                                                      

 The Church is God’s household. The 
implication of this is that when we gather as 
a church and begin to practice hospitality, we 
are reflecting God’s gracious welcome. God 
is the host and we are all guests of God’s 
grace. Think of the impact the Church will 
make in society if Christians begin to actively 
reach out to visitors, seeking to minister 
God’s grace to them.

 Rather than becoming obsessed with the 
colour of the bricks or the quality of the 
church signage, let us “keep being concerned 
about each other as the Lord’s followers 
should. Be sure to welcome strangers into 
your home (church)…”(Hebrew 13:1). Finally, 
let us remember that: 

“The first seven seconds are of crucial importance in 
our encounters with each other. In those few seconds 
we make up our minds about the persons we meet 
and they make up their minds about us. Social 
researchers believe it takes only seven seconds for a 
salesman to judge a customer; seven seconds for a 
mugger to size up a potential victim; seven seconds 
to sense attraction for a member of the opposite 
sex. This rapid analysis and reaction is what I call a 
“first impression.” If it takes seven seconds to make 
up our minds about another person, how long does 
it take visitors to make up their minds about our 
church? Not long. This means we should take every 
opportunity to greet visitors and make them feel 
welcome as soon as they arrive. Remember, we never 
get a second chance to make a first impression.” 
(Anonymous)

“I felt like an angel!” 
– Learning Welcome 

from Others

■  By Rev Clarence Lee

Recently, my colleague and I went to another 
church to see if we could purchase some Mandarin 
materials. We went unannounced and anonymous 
during lunchtime, and asked the receptionist if we 
could take a look at some of their resources. 

The lady warmly invited us to take a seat, and that her 
colleague would attend to us shortly. Her colleague 
welcomed us and showed us the many materials 
they had. As we were browsing, she offered us the 
pineapple tarts her pastor had just brought back 
from overseas. She then proceeded to peel and slice 
a giant apple for us to enjoy. 

As if that wasn’t enough, she served us their very 
own homemade, freshly squeezed, lemonade! And 
before we even decided to buy anything, she said, 
“Hey! You know what? You could have a copy of 
this…” I stared at the beautifully designed hardcover, 
and probed, “Erm…you mean you are giving this to 
us?” “Yes! You can have it!” she said, “and this too…
and that...” She continued pulling out more books 
she wanted to give us for free! 

As she went off to process the few materials we 
wanted to purchase (meagre compared to the 
“gifts”), a pastor came to welcome us, and joined 
us in sipping lemonade! I was overwhelmed. I felt 
like an angel that day. Yes, these Christians must 
have read Hebrews 13:2 and seriously thought we 
were angels!
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1 Ajith Fernando, Reclaiming Friendship: Relating to Each Other in a Frenzied World. (PVM Harvest Resources: Malaysia), p. 31. 

On another occasion, I went to a particular church office 
to get some administrative matters done. As I entered 
the office, no one was at the reception, and no one saw 
me. I tried to get the attention of some staff sitting 
inside, “Hi! Can someone help me?” 

“What do you want?” came the answer. 

I explained the purpose of my visit, and the staff said, 
“Just leave it here. Thanks.” After pointing out where 
I should leave the documents, she went back to her 
work, and I was alone again. “What a stark contrast,” 
I thought. 

The next time I went to that same office, I was greeted 
with a newly-fitted electronic lock that wouldn’t even allow 
me in! I guess strangers are just not allowed to enter. 

But which is more biblical in terms of how we should 
treat strangers? When I think about the water for feet-
washing, the freshly baked bread, the choice and tender 
calf, the curds and milk, which Abraham offered to 
three mere strangers, and his waiting upon them as if a 
servant (Genesis 18:1-8), I think the answer is apparent. 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares.”  

 Hebrews 13:2

When I think about Jesus’ decision to feed the thousands 
that have come to him, rather than the practical decision 
of sending them away before nightfall (Matthew 14:15-
16), I am all-the-more convinced. 

Ajith Fernando refers to a leading theologian, who 
thinks that society today “has become so pragmatically 
oriented that people have trouble thinking in terms 
of truth categories.”1 Yet the truth is that biblical 
welcome requires generosity, a certain lavishness, even 
impracticality in our giving towards the stranger. 

And this generosity can be expressed regardless of 
how rich a church is. When my family visits small 
churches in Taiwan, they would always persuade us to 
stay behind for the “love-feast” after the Service, which 
some members have lovingly prepared. “But we are just 
visitors passing through,” we think, “and it’s not just 
one more mouth to feed, but four! Will there be enough 
for you?” We feel like freeloaders, but they are genuinely 
delighted to host us. They insist that we stayed, and so 
we did. And somehow, everyone eats a little less, so that 
in the end, all of us have enough. The picture of the early 
church in Acts 4 became real to me again, where no one 
was needy, because “they shared everything they had.” 
(Acts 4:32-34) 

Extravagant love is not dependent on wealth as it is with 
the attitude of one’s heart. May we continue to learn 
from our brothers and sisters the lavish hospitality that 
makes welcome biblical.
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■  By Ms Debbie Wong

Vehicles of Welcome: Silver    
    Surge Transport Ministry

It’s Sunday morning. 

Your alarm rings...

Just five minutes more…

For most of us, the biggest struggle we face in getting to 
church every week is getting out of bed. Even if we wake 
up late, it’s easy enough for us to hop in the car or on a 
bus and make our way to church. 

But for a growing population of elderly church members, 
simply attending church on Sundays is, or will soon be, 
a part of their weekly routine that they must give up. The 
decline in health and mobility that accompanies old age 
makes it increasingly difficult for anyone to get around, 
but for elderly persons who live alone, it can mean an 
end to many activities they once enjoyed.
 
A new ministry under TRAC aims to address this need by 
providing transportation to elderly persons who would 
not otherwise be able to come to church. David Wong, 
Chairman of the Methodist Welfare Services and Chair 
of the TRAC Silver Surge Transport Ministry Task Force, 
shares the story of one such person. 

Grace (not her real name) lives in the Lion’s Befrienders 
Home in Toa Payoh Rise. She is in her 80’s and 
reasonably mobile, but suffers from fits and is not 
allowed to leave the home unaccompanied. Every 
Sunday, one of her friends (also in her 80’s), who lives 
in Bukit Panjang, takes three buses to Toa Payoh to pick 
her up. From there, they take a bus to Scotts Road (to 
save costs) and then flag a taxi to bring them up the 
slope to Wesley Methodist Church. Her friend must 
begin her journey from Bukit Panjang by 7.30am in order 
to get them seated in time for the 9.30am service. While 
we admire their determination, we must also wonder 
how long more they will be able to keep this up.

This is where the Silver Surge Transport Ministry comes 
in. The ministry matches people who are able to offer 
rides to and from church on Sundays with people who 
need a ride. In many instances, picking up another 
person requires only a short detour, but blesses them in 
a huge way. Grace lives less than four minutes from Mr 
Wong. “I can pick her up as late as 9.10am and still get 
to church on time. It’s so easy for me, but it makes such 
a big difference to them.” 

The ministry is not just about the logistics of getting 
people to church, however. If it were, churches could 

simply allocate funds to arrange for their transportation. 
“We could contract it out, but the idea is to involve 
members,” says Mr Wong. “We want to get the younger 
seniors – those in their 60’s and 70’s – to help those 
in their 80’s and 90’s because it is important for them 
to stay engaged.” Including himself in that group, he 
continues, “Many of us think we’ve done our job and it’s 
time for us to rest and enjoy our lives. We just become 
consumers on Sundays. We need to stay engaged. I still 
have many more years to live. If I start to ‘coast’ at this 
age, I will not be sharing the benefits of good health and 
mobility which God has blessed me with.”

It doesn’t take much to offer a ride. In fact, the people 
he really hopes to involve are those who feel they have 
nothing else to offer. Speaking to a lady who called 
herself a “nobody in church,” Mr Wong said, “You’re 
exactly the kind of person we want. You drive a car and 
just come to church and go home every Sunday, so you 
can give somebody a lift. We need people like you to 
volunteer to help others in need of transportation.”

In the end, church is about community, and that’s what 
this ministry hopes to build. “I’m hoping it starts with 
taking someone to church and back. Over time, the 
relationship develops and you’ve made a friend. I’m 
hoping that’s what the ministry will do.”

If you want to get involved, or know someone who 
might need assistance with transport to and from 
church, please contact your pastor, the TRAC office 
(tel. 64784742) or David Wong at david.wong.cf@
icloud.com.
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Welcoming the China Nationals 
Let love be genuine
In Romans 12:9, Paul exhorted the Christians to: “Let 
love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good.” (ESV) 

How does “genuine” love look like? Is there love that 
is not “genuine”? In Romans 12:9 the Greek word 
translated as “genuine” is anupokritos (transliterated). 
Anupokritos is used in Paul’s letters (such as Romans 
and 1 Corinthians) to describe love or faith that is 
without hypocrisy. To Paul, love must be sincere because 
it is the outpouring of the love of God that is in us. Love 
is also about hating what is evil and clinging on to what 
is good.

At Fairfield Methodist Church (FFMC), a group of 
persons, led by Mr Chan Siew Leong had been consistent 
in their demonstration of sincere and exceptional 
hospitality to the China Nationals (CN) in Singapore.

The “welcome” started with prayer
According to Siew Leong, the ministry to the CNs 
started in 2005, following the initiation of the Chinatown 
Network Churches (CNC). The CNC sought to reach out 
to the people in Chinatown through prayer, the sharing 
of the Gospel and outreach events such as Christmas 
in Chinatown (CIC). The CNC’s 1st combined monthly 
prayer meeting was on 5 July 2006. By December 2006, 
approximately 100 persons from more than 10 churches 
and organisations in Chinatown were gathering to pray. 

On 15 Dec 2006, during the dedication night of CIC, 
a CN working in a temple in Chinatown came to 
know the Lord. Two days later, three CNs working at a 
construction site in Cantonment Road came to FFMC 
for refreshments. After reading the bilingual Gospel 
tract, they dedicated their lives to the Lord. 

On the 1st day of Chinese New Year in 2007, FFMC 
had their first meeting with 110 CNs where 46 of them 
committed their lives to Jesus. The following Sunday, 

74 CNs attended and 39 came to know the Lord. Since 
then, Siew Leong and team had been ministering to the 
CNs every Sunday evening. In recent years, a ministry to 
CNs who are injured at the workplace was established, 
and they meet on Tuesdays.

Welcome on Sundays and beyond
On Sundays, the welcoming of CNs starts as soon as 
the buses are dispatched to the dormitories.  Against 
the norm of waiting for people to come into the church, 
the ministry to CNs takes the proactive stance of “going 
out” to bring people into the community of faith.

By 6.15 pm, the CNs would have arrived at FFMC and 
all of them are served with a packet of rice with meat 
and vegetables. According to Siew Leong, such “simple 
dinners” are at times better in quality than their catered 
meals. Siew Leong and team would then fellowship 
with the CNs. They would eat with the CNs and use the 
opportunity to know the life stories of these persons 
who came a long way to make a living.

After dinner, the CNs are made to feel “at home” through 
a variety of activities such as watching the China Central 
TV news, enjoying free barber services, reading of local 
newspapers with news on China as well as attending 
basic English lessons. 
For those who came to 
know the Lord through 
the ministry, they are 
further discipled in smaller 
groups through Christian 
Education programmes. 

At about 7 pm, the CNs 
proceed into the sanctuary 
for a worship service. At 
the service, worship leaders 
would lead with worship 
songs that originate from 
China. Preachers who 

■  By Mr Chan Siew Leong and Pastor Jason Phua
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understand Chinese culture and norms are also 
invited to share God’s Word. On every 1st Sunday of 
the month, those who know the Lord would partake 
in Holy Communion and those seeking baptism will 
be baptised. 

Beyond Sundays, FFMC also celebrates special 
occasions, like Chinese New Year, Father’s Day 
and Christmas with the CNs. During these special 
occasions, good clothing donated from church 
members and mementos are distributed. There are 
also times when the team brings the CNs out for an 
outing. The relationship does not end when the CNs 
are due to return to their hometowns. Siew Leong 
and the team would send them off at the airport and 
even organise trips to visit some of them once or 
twice a year.

Reflection
It is sobering to be reminded that as a church, our 
welcome ought to begin with prayer. Prayer would 
ensure that our love for others is sincere and without 
deceit. Prayer would also help us learn more and 
more to rely on God for His strength and wisdom, 
especially as we seek to show hospitality to those 
whom the society cares very little about.  

The welcome shown by Siew Leong and the team 
are indeed anupokritos. There is nothing to “gain” 
by showing such deep love and concern for a group 
of persons who are largely regarded by the society 
as merely sojourners. Yet, the team would leave 
no stone unturned to ensure that the CNs feel at 
home in FFMC. The main challenge that the team 
faces would be to involve more members of the 
church in the ministry. While many are willing to 
give generously to the needs of the CN ministry, not 
many are willing to spend time to welcome and be a 
friend to the CNs.

In reflection, we might want to ask ourselves the 
following questions: 

Pastor Benjamin Fong (extreme left) grew up in 
Toa Payoh Methodist Church, and served there as 
a youth worker before delving deeper into theology 
at Trinity Theological College. He graduated in 2014, 
and developed a keen interest in Christian Ethics, 
in particular the question of how Christians should 
live in society today. He considers among his heroes 
John Wesley and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and believes 
that the latter could have been a closet Methodist. 
His love for music has led Ps Ben to try his hand 
at playing the drums, bass, and cajon; unfortunately 
the art of finger-snapping eludes him till this day.

Pastor David Ho embraced Christ while studying at 
ACS and started attending Barker Road MC (BRMC).  
After graduating with a law degree from NUS, David 
spent about 10 years working in the corporate world.  
David was involved in pioneering the Shine Forth 
Service at BRMC, where he later served as Associate 
Lay Leader.  In 2005, David was called to church-
planting ministry in Bukit Batok as a BRMC staff.   
While in ministry, David studied at TTC, completing 
his theological studies in 2014.  David is thankful for 
his wife, Margaret, who is a BRMC staff, and his son, 
Jeremiah, who is studying at ACS.  

1. Have our welcome helped others “feel at 
home”? Or are we welcoming people into 
the church based on our own comfort level?

2. Have our welcome helped to build 
environments that facilitate the sharing of 
the Gospel and long term discipleship? Or 
have we been half-hearted in following up 
with those who come to our doorsteps?

Pastor Benjamin Fong 
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Pastor David Ho

Our New MOTs
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