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The previous issue of OnTRAC (1st Issue 2017 http://www.trac-
mcs.org.sg/images/pdf/OnTrac_1st-Issue-2017.pdf) featured 
testimonies of the wonders of God experienced in physical 
healing and hope. May the Lord continue to grant more and 
more experiences of such wonder-working power in our lives 
as we open our hearts and minds to receive God’s love. 
Christopher Idle wrote a hymn that expresses this truth so well:

Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders
unmistakable and clear;
mighty signs to prove your presence,
overcoming doubt and fear. 

But God does not speak only through the wonders of physical 
healing and miraculous signs. The Psalmist declares in a 
refrain repeated for emphasis (Psalm 107:8,15,21,31; NIV):

Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing 
love and his wonderful deeds for mankind.

It is clear that the Psalmist does not limit the wonderful deeds 
of the LORD to only instances and experiences of physical 
healing. This issue of OnTRAC features testimonies of some 
who have sensed the Wonder of God not through physical 
healing or what we tend to call “miraculous” signs. Here are 
stories of some who have experienced the wonder of God in 

LEARNING TO BEHOLD 
THE WONDER OF GOD

TRAC President‘s Message

By Rev Dr Gordon Wong

a classroom of noisy students, or 
in the beauty of architecture and 
photography. Some speak of God’s 
wonder through the experience of 
flowers, or friends or faithfulness 
in pharmaceutical work. One even 
shares how the wonder of God 
was experienced through pure 
mathematics.

God speaks and performs his 
wonders in many wonderful ways. 
Maybe the poet Gerard Manley 
Hopkins (1877) was right: 
 
The world is charged with the 
grandeur of God …. Why do 
men then not reck his rod?

May we learn to reck(on) and 
experience the rod of God’s guiding 
love in our world. Let us open our 
eyes, minds and hearts to see the 
grandeur and wonder of our wonder-
working God. 
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and Faithfulness
 “Brrriiinnng!” the phone erupted, 
breaking the silence of the night. 
Teck quickly grabbed the receiver 
before it woke the children. 
“Who could it be at this time of 
the night!?” he thought as he 
whispered a “hello.” “Teck! Come 
quick!” came the voice at the other 
end. “What…”, the line was cut 
before Teck could say another 
word. He recognised that it was 
his neighbour, Andrew. “What 
now?” Teck sighed as he slipped 
into his flip-flops. Andrew was 
already waiting at the door for him. 

By Rev Clarence Lee

Andrew: Quick! Come and see!
Teck: Man, I was just about to go to bed.
Andrew: You won’t regret this! 

Teck stepped into Andrew’s living room, and before his 
eyes hang the beautiful “Queen of the Night” that he had 
encouraged Andrew to buy. It was in full blossom. 

Teck: Wow! (turning to Andrew smugly) See! Good 
recommendation, right?
Andrew: Yeah! When you told me to get it at the market, I 
didn’t realise it would be so beautiful. I was just curious about 
how the buds could grow on the edges of its leaves! 
Teck: Those are “stems”! Broad and flat stems! Do you know 
that it’s a kind of cactus too? A cactus with no thorns.1

Andrew: I am no plant expert like you lah… they sure looked 
like leaves to me.
Teck: You’re not the only one who thinks so. In fact, it’s 
scientific name “Epiphyllum” means “upon the leaf”! 2 
Thousands of people since ages past must have thought like 
you. 
Andrew: The flowers really leave you with a sense of 
wonder. And it smells good too. I wish I could keep it this way 
until my mum comes back from her holiday next week. But 
you mentioned before that it only lasts for a night, right?
Teck: Yup. Just about 4-5 hours… and then it fades 3. That’s 
why there is a Chinese saying based on this flower, called 
“tan hua yi xian” (昙花一现), meaning that good things only 
lasts for a moment.4  In Buddhism, it is sometimes associated 
with the “udumbara” flower 5, that blooms only once every 
three thousand years; signifying how rare it is to hear a 
Buddha’s teaching. 6

Andrew: I guess that makes you all learn to treasure his 
words, isn’t it? We Christians can actually “hear” from God 
every day, just by taking the time to pray and read His Word. 
Yet, I think many of us take it for granted. 

1 From https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphyllum
2 Ibid.
3 From https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/曇花屬
4 From https://baike.baidu.com/item/昙花一现/75885
5 Especially in Mandarin.
6 From http://www.nichirenlibrary.org/en/dic/Content/U/5

Of Flowers, Friends,
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Teck: Absence makes the heart grow fonder, isn’t it? It’s just 
like how a radio station recently called her listeners to enter 
some competition, that they may stand to win one-hour rides 
in a Rolls Royce. But I thought to myself, “What if I already 
own a Rolls Royce?” This would mean nothing to me!
Andrew: Yeah… I guess our challenge is to both own the 
Rolls Royce and still cherish it to bits! 

Andrew chuckles and picks up his camera again to snap 
another photo of the flower from a different angle. 

Andrew: What a pity... I can only show Mum photos… Nothing 
like seeing them ‘live’, isn’t it?
Teck: Hey… I know what you can do! You can cook them for 
her!
Andrew: (surprised) What?! You can eat them?
Teck: Yeah! You can cook them with pork ribs to make a 
healthy soup, or just cook them with rock sugar to make a nice 
dessert. They have properties that are believed to be good for 
your lungs, help clear phlegm, relieve cough and asthma, and 
even lower your blood pressure! 7

Andrew: Seriously!? Alright then… I’ll give it a try.
Both admire the flowers again and enjoy a quiet moment of 
each other’s company. 
Teck: Actually… do you know why I like this plant so much? 
Andrew: No. Why?
Teck: It reminds me of my father. I remember that when he 
was still alive, he would stay up late just to see the flowers 
blossom. He usually turns in early at night, but when he knew 
the buds were all ready to burst open, he would break his 
routine just to see it. 
Andrew: Well, at least you had memories of him, Teck… My 
dad, as you know, died when I was very young. But these 
flowers do remind me of my Heavenly Father though. You 
know, Jesus once spoke of lilies. He said they don’t need to 
work too hard to grow. And yet, he said that not even Solomon 
– one the richest kings who ever lived – in all his splendor was 
dressed like one of these! 8 I think the Epiphyllum here is quite 
close to such description of beauty... But that’s not all. Jesus 
goes on to say that if God would even bother to clothe such 
transient things with such beauty – things that are “here today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire” 9 – how much more do 
you think He will care enough to clothe us?! 
Teck: So Jesus was trying to tell you all not to worry?
Andrew: Exactly! 
Teck: What a comforting thought…
Andrew: Yes. What a wonderful and faithful God!

7 From http://www.360doc.com/content/10/0923/14/702051_55752613.shtml
8 Matthew 6:28-29
9 Matthew 6:30
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   Art
Approaching Wonder Through Expressions in

DESIGNan
d

Luke 5:26
Everyone was gripped with great wonder and 
awe, and they praised God, exclaiming, “We 
have seen amazing things today!”

In this article, we behold the wonder and awe 
in the area of art and creative imagination. 
It is not set out to define what art is as often 
debated by philosophers and theologians but 
rather to share stories from ordinary Christians 
and people who have been creatively engaged 
by God to capture His relationship with the 
world. These creative endeavors are captured 
in canvases, brushes, material drawings 
and design. May we be gripped with wonder 
and exclaim, “We have seen amazing 
revelations of God through His created”. 
Wonder and awe increases our belief in the 
supernatural because God does wonders and 
perform miracles to declare His power and 
strength to the peoples (Psalm 77:14).

The Creator, Our Reality 
The Christian understanding of reality is 
simple, it is the Uncreated One, God who is 
the source of all things. The story of creation 
(Gen 1:1) is the stage for the drama of creating 
power and order that makes anything possible 
for God to use any medium to reveal Himself. 
God makes and sustains all through His 
Ancient Word. The personal stories in the 
article will testify to the sustenance of God’s 
truth and goodness.

By Rev Wendy Tay

We are called to create
The story of creation and the fact that man is 
“created in the image and likeness of God” 
(Gen 1:26-27) defines human creativity that 
stems from their Creator because “human 
beings are created co-creators.1” The Creator 
has never left his creation and the power of 
God who is beyond all things brings that reality 
into the world we live in. As co-creators, 
God calls us to partner Him to reflect 
and create His reality - using Beauty, 
Truth and Goodness to glorify Him2. 
By bringing faith into our creative imagination 
and into our daily lives through God’s word, we 
behold the beauty and wonder of the Lord. 

C.S Lewis as a creative writer explained it well,
 “We do not want merely to see beauty…We 
want something else that can hardly be put 
to words-to be united with the beauty we see, 
to pass into it, to receive it into ourselves, to 
bathe in it, to become part of it.3”  

The personal stories below have integrated 
faith into human creativity, let us see beyond 
the beauty but eventually want to receive it into 
ourselves and to be part of the wonder of God.

1 Chia, Roland. “Sounding the Depths: Towards a Theology of Art.” Church & Society in Asia Today, no. 2, (August 2011):74.
2 Ibid, 77.
3  C. S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory (San Francisco: Harper Collins Publishers, 2001), 31.
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Wonder: God Heals

Story is contributed by Don Yeo, Paya Lebar 
Methodist Church, an active church leader 
who serves in the children ministry and 
prophetic art ministry.

 “I was on mission trip in 2013 in 
Chiang Mai and there was a couple, 
Jeph and Apple who shared that their 
elder son, Japez was diagnosed with 
Scoliosis. They were frantically finding 
medical help. One night, I decided to 
paint with their kids and asked God 
what message He had for us. Japez 
drew this picture and shared how God 
had held the rain during his school 
performance in the day. As I looked at 
his painting, I sensed that the LORD 
was saying He wanted to give Japez 
a straight spine. And so we prayed 
for him in faith. A Few weeks after 
I returned from Chiang Mai, I was 
told that Japez had gone for another 
diagnosis and the doctor concluded 
that he has no more Scoliosis. Japez is 
healed!”

Through the expression of art and 
creative imagination, God revealed 
His truth and His desire to heal. Don 
partnered with God in faith and prayed.

Wonder: God Reveals His Heart 

This reflection is contributed by Don Yeo, Paya Lebar Methodist 
Church. The picture was one of the revelations turned into 
painting in his 30-days time with God. 
  
Jeremiah 15:16 
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words 
became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I 
am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 

My conversation with God – “Dear Holy Spirit, thank 
you so much for everything that you have showed 
me. I come into your presence, Lord, acknowledging 
my weaknesses and even times where I might have 
grieved you due to my moments of folly, be it in 
succumbing to the temptations of lust or fear or even 
anger. Lord, I ask for your forgiveness and I pray for 
in-filling of You daily 24/7.” 

As I was praying, I caught a vision of a big eagle sitting 
on the dining table and eating my bible. My dear Lord, 
what do you want to tell me, through this vision? 

And the Lord replied, “Whilst the eagle is resting, it is 
also time for feeding. This means that you will need 
to ground yourself with the words of God and to 
soak in every word that proceed.” 

We stand in wonder that the Lord has revealed through 
visions and we see the outflow of artful expression of 
truth and His Word.



Wonder: 
God Reveals “All Roads But One”

Story and picture is contributed by Carolyn 
Lee, Director of Children Ministry, Paya 
Lebar Methodist Church. Sonshine Kids is an 
outreach arm to the children from Covenant 
Kindergarten.

“This is the picture from one of our 
children who won the 3rd prize at 
the Colours of the Bible Exhibition 
2017. We rejoice with “K” who joined 
Sonshine Kids since K2 in 2015 when 
we invited the children from Covenant 
Kindergarten to our Sonshine Kids 
Party. Since then, she has been 
very regular in attending our weekly 
programmes. Though pre-believing, 
“K”’s parents have always been 
encouraging “K” to participate in all 
our activities. “K” has been regularly 
attending our Shine Creative Arts 
Camp. Early this year, we taught the 
children about the Prodigal Son. When 
we encouraged the children to take part 
in the Colours of the Bible Exhibition, 
I was surprised that she sent in her 
art work and design on her inspired 
interpretation of the Prodigal Son and 
won the prize.”

God inspired the 8 year-old 
                                     and she drew.

The Interpretation: “The artwork depicts 
a boy, at the corner holding a piece of 
the puzzle. Behind all the roads, is the 
Father, with arms outstretched, waiting 
for the boy to fill in the puzzle piece.”

Wonder: God’s Design- JOY

This is a reflection by Mark Yong, a Christian designer with more 
than 15 years of experience, who desires to reflect God, the Creative 
Source, in his work. His interior design work has been featured in 
various magazines. During the interview, we tracked into the journey 
and vision of Mark on his world of designing.
 
As I reflect, I am humbled by God who has been leading me 
in my design journey. I remember God gave me a dream 
of a 4-piece furniture to direct me into designing with faith 
when I was searching for what to do with my life. “The 
vision of the 4-piece furniture” has always been my fire of 
strength to help me face many challenges and tough times 
in the industry of design.

God personally schooled me and taught me how to design 
by opening doors and closing doors in the competitive 
industry. My journey with God in my work is this, “There is a 
child-like wonder when it comes to crafting and designing. 
There is an end to it. It is the deep joy when the created 
craft/art is done”.
 
How can God be glorified in my work and design? My vision 
of design begins with God’s attributes of joy, hope and 
faith. In all that I do, I always remember that God leads and 
guides me.

As people called to create, I desire to design with joy and 
hope in the Lord. When I do that, I pass it on to others 
(clients). In the above-mentioned project, I worked with 
my clients from the place of hope. When I was designing 
their house, I sensed great joy was coming their way and I 
wanted to bless the clients (household). So, I designed the 
house with that inspiration and imagination. The clients were 
pleased with the outcome. One year down the road, the 
clients did receive their fruit of joy and they were thankful for 
the blessing. Praise the Lord.

 “The vision of 4-piece furniture”

Featured-“Mediterranean-inspired home style with joy”

PIU Creative Director, Mark Yong
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Should we be surprised that God actually 
turns up in our workplaces and works His 
Wonder in our work? After all, Croatian  
theologian Miroslav Volf reminds us that 
God delights in humans enjoying work and 
in the flourishing of their nature and gifts, 
and enjoins His Spirit upon His people in a 
divine and human partnership to anticipate 
the new creation1. Thus, should it then be 
surprising to us that God would actually 
come supernaturally to enable His people 
to see Him at work in and through us in our 
workplaces?

Have you ever taken time to just wonder 
at the wonder of God’s Work in our work? 
I often read, hear and see God working 
His wonder in the work of people in at least 
two ways.

1.God works His wonder in the course 
   of the work itself.
2.God works His wonder through 
   opportunities that present 
   themselves in the places of work. 

God Works His Wonder in the Course of the Work Itself

Kerryn is a school teacher and mother who writes, “Recently I was 
given a Year 11 Christian studies class. I walked into the room and was 
immediately disheartened: the girls sat with their backs to me, mobile 
phones out and earphones in. They were negative, disaffected and 
antagonistic. 

God was faithful. He showed me that he had a heart for those girls, and 
even though they were antagonistic, what I had to share with them was 
more important. So I had to get my act together. I had to put effort into 
those lessons, and I had to engage them; and God taught me how to 
trust him. 

Sometimes my best lessons were totally aborted by God. You know, 
when you have those technological issues – when you go in with a 
grand plan, and the carpet gets swept from underneath you? At those 
times, God showed up and did a much better lesson than I could ever 
have planned. 

That journey with those girls was amazing. It came to a point where, 
after two terms, they would come in expectant. They would start to 
ask me questions and we got onto speaking about relationships, and 
suddenly it was a time of opportunity. 

The Wonder of 

1 Miroslav Volf, “Materiality of Salvation: An Investigation in the Soteriologies of Liberation and Pentecostal Theologies,” Journal of 
Ecumenical Studies (Summer 1989), 447-467.

in our WorkGod’s Work 
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I got to the end of it, and I just 
felt like God was smiling down 
on us. During the last lesson, I 
told them, ‘God loves you, and 
he has an amazing plan for you. 
His plans are good and you can 
trust him, and his ways are best.’ 
You could have heard a pin drop. 
Their hearts were open, and God 
had done that work through me. 
I really miss that class, and the 
girls tell me they miss it as well. 
That was a special time for us 
all.”

God worked His wonder 
in the course of Kerryn’s 
work itself, showed up 
mightily, and did his mighty  
transformative work in the 
lives of not just Kerryn, 
but the girls she taught as 
well.2 Perhaps the Lord is 
also working His wonder 
in the course of your work 
right now as well? Be on 
a lookout for Him, it might 
just strike you with great 
wonder that He is at work 
in your work. 

God Works His Wonder through Opportunities that Present 
themselves in the Places of Work

Sometimes, God works His wonder through the opportunities that 
may not be directly related to our work, but present themselves in 
the workplaces that we are located in. 

Channing, a nurse, once shared of a beautiful story that started with her failing 
as a Christian witness. It has been a long and sad day, where a patient had not 
responded well to treatment. Weary and stressed, Channing had noticed that one of 
the hospital cleaners had not done a good job. She sharply rebuked the cleaner as 
she left the room.

That evening, she became convicted of her words and actions. She rushed early 
to the hospital the next day to track down the cleaner. At last she found her and 
apologised for her behaviour. To her horror, Adiva the cleaner burst into tears. Adiva 
explained that often she had been yelled at, but this was the first time anyone had 
apologised.

Channing explained that as a Christian, she had become convicted and knew that 
she needed to seek Adiva’s forgiveness. That started a wonderful conversation 
about sin, forgiveness and grace. 

Channing and Adiva have had several follow-up conversations, and Channing 
continues to be amazed that God uses not just our excellent work, but even our 
failures to make Himself known.3

We too can be amazed at the wonders of God’s work through 
opportunities that may arise because of where God has placed us, 
and Ms Paige Lee (a journalist who worships in Wesley Methodist 
Church) is one who has seen God’s wondrous act of grace being 
worked through her as she recounts…

“My boss’s family was going through a health crisis and the Holy Spirit prompted 
me to pray for her. This is something I won’t usually do so I was convinced it was 
from God.

So I picked up my phone and personally messaged her, asking her about her family 
and for permission to pray for them. And she was super appreciative that I did that, 
which warmed my heart as well. As I recount that incident, it really touches me to 
see that God deems me - such an ordinary person - fit for use to work with Him at 
where I am at my workplace to literally save lives.”

So let us be on a lookout for the wonder of God’s work in our work, 
and be ready to be surprised and amazed by Him.
 

2 Kara Martin, Workship: How to Use Your Work to Worship God, 19.
3 Kara Martin, Workship: How to Use Your Work to Worship God, 79-80.

in our Work
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God has given us many different senses to enjoy 
the life He has given to us. The smell of our 
favourite food and the sound of birds chirping on 
a peaceful afternoon are just some examples. 
One very important sense is the sense of sight. 
God has given me an interest in using that sense 
of sight, together with my camera, to capture 
precious moments and see things clearly through 
my hobby of photography. There is wonder in the 
sense of sight.

Through the years that I’ve been enjoying this 
hobby, I’ve come to see and experience God’s 
wonder when I look through the photos that I took. 
Taking a photograph and then looking at it closely 
helps me to notice things that I may not have 
realised at the moment of taking the photo. For 
example, this photo I took of a flower helped me 
see the beauty and intricacy of God’s creation and 
caused me to marvel at it. 
 
There is wonder in the details of God’s handiwork. 
The petals and especially the middle part of the 
flower are truly a work of art. All I had to do was 
look at the photo I took. The details brought much 
amazement to me! I am reminded of Genesis 
chapter 1 where Scripture speaks of God’s 
creation. He created all that is here on earth and 
specifically He created you and me. Genesis 1:27 
says that “So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.” 

He created you and me in His image. That causes 
me to be in awe and wonder of how precious we 
are in God’s sight. 

God’s Wonder
in Photography

There are times when 
I will also take time to 
appreciate the wonder 
of the vastness and 
majesty of a location; 
before taking the photo. 
For example, when 
walking into this huge 
and beautiful cave.

I experienced so much 
wonder in the vastness 
of the cave. I knew 
that mountains and 
canyons were a sight 
to behold, but being 
inside a cave gave me 
a new understanding 
of how much more of 
God’s creation I have 
not seen. 

Some Websites 
simply say that natural 
landmarks like these 
were spectacularly 
formed by nature. I 
smile when I read that 
because I know who 
forged all of it with His 
own hands. 
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Sometimes on my day-off, I walk around 
with my camera in hand. I try to observe 
how people interact and different 
emotions that may be displayed by 
them. I’m not fully cognizant of these 
things if I’m on my way to work and 
without a camera. There is the wonder 
of observing and interacting with people. 
You could say this is part of the great 
feeling of having a day of rest. You 
notice others rather than just yourself 
and what you need to do. 

Through certain photos I’ve taken of 
people, God has revealed to me that 
there is always hope and beauty even 
though mankind is fallen. We can see a 
father’s care and protection for his child. 
We can see joy in an elderly person’s 
demeanour. We can see love being 
shown between two young siblings. 
  

All these inspire me to persevere in witnessing 
and share the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The persons in the photos may or may not 
believe in Jesus. However, every one of them 
are made in the image of God and God loves 
them. I pray and hope that everyone in these 
pictures will come to know Him as Lord and 
Savior; if not already.

Photography has also helped me to have 
conversations with some of the persons I have 
taken photos of. These are moments I get to 
share with them the wonder of God’s creation. 
Indeed, God’s wonder need not only be found 
in the spectacular or the miraculous. God’s 
wonder can be found in the day to day things or 
people in our lives. We just need to slow down, 
take time to observe and I am sure we will be 
able to discover many more of these. 

Tips
If you are also interested in discovering 
the wonder of God’s creation through 
photography, here are some things you 
might want to look out for:

1.Take time to observe your surroundings 
before taking the picture. Enjoy and take 
in the wonder of God’s creation before 
getting to “work”.

2. Try not to get too caught up with the 
composition and other technicalities. 
You can read up, learn from others and 
improve as you take more pictures. What 
matters more is to train your eyes to 
observe the Lord’s wonder in all things. 

3. You don’t have to start with an 
expensive camera. While the fantastic 
line of cameras these days can give you 
fantastic pictures; the heart of a picture 
lies fundamentally in in the heart of the 
one taking it. The best pictures are those 
that tell a story. 

Let us therefore use photography to tell 
stories of the wonder of God in our lives.  

God’s Wonder
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Over a series of events, a simple, small town pharmacist 
from Malaysia arrived in Singapore to work.  Unbeknown to 
her, it marked the beginning of an adventure of encountering 
God’s wonder in her work as a pharmacist.  

On my first day of work in a huge restructured hospital in Singapore in 2009, 
I was lost. Everything and everyone was so fast and so busy!  Amidst the 
flurry of activity, God led me to cross paths with another pharmacist, who 
bought me lunch that day.  I found out that it was her second last day in the 
hospital.  Somehow, we became friends and kept in touch occasionally after 
that.   She was someone that God, in His foreknowledge, had arranged for 
me to have a “divine” encounter, to bring to pass His plans for me 3 years 
later.

I worked very hard and progressed well in the hospital. However, by the 
end of the third year, I was on the verge of burning out. I became restless 
and unhappy.  I no longer had much time for myself, and even less for God.  
Deep in my heart, I knew God had called me to live a life that would impact 
others; but I was simply overwhelmed by work daily.  

During this period, I found out from the pharmacist (whom I had met on 
my first day at work) that St Luke’s Hospital (SLH) had an “opening” for a 
pharmacist. I visited SLH to get a feel of what a community hospital was like.  
However, shortly after my visit, I found out that the vacancy had already been 
filled.  I continued to seek God as work became more and more stressful. 

One day, I unexpectedly received a call to go for an interview with SLH.  I 
attended the interview, although I was aware it was for a position junior 
to my current position.  When I received the SLH job offer, I prayed and 
struggled.  God gave me the assurance that He would take care of me.  So 
I took up the offer even though it was a step backwards career-wise, as I 
convicted to obey God.  

The initial journey in SLH was not all smooth sailing. But God continually 
reminded me of His divine purpose, and that I should persevere and wait 
upon Him.  Over these 5 years in SLH, God has shown me that He is 
interested in all the little things I do, and also in the lives of the colleagues 
and patients around me.  There were many occasions when I was in awe at 
how God was so intimately involved in my daily work. 

Once, I encountered a patient’s relative who was rather aggressive and 

God’s Wonder 
from the Eyes of a Pharmacist 
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impatient while I was trying to explain the discharge medications to her, causing me to feel anxious.  While I was 
making a photocopy of her medication list, God brought to my mind what my pastor said at Bible Study class the 
night before about always inviting God into our daily conversations and encounters.  So I prayed that God would be 
present in my interaction with this lady.  As we spoke more, I discovered that she was subject to immense caregiver 
stress and that recently, one of her relatives had passed away.  Eventually, most of her initial issues with the 
medication were resolved and she went away thanking me.  I was greatly humbled by how God had intervened by 
opening my eyes to “things that were unseen” and granting me more compassion and love in relating to “wounded” 
people.   A moment of frustration had flipped to become a lesson in humility.

Another inexplicable event happened some time last year. When I realised that an elderly patient being discharged 
might have a lot of previous medications at home, I advised her helper to use only the current bag of discharge 
medications and to bring all the other existing medications at home to be reconciled by the pharmacist of the original 
clinic.   Two weeks later, out of the blue on a very busy morning, the old lady and her helper appeared again looking 
for me. Her helper explained to me in her simple English that I had told them to come back.   I realised that they 
probably misunderstood me because they could have simply gotten their medications reconciled at the institution 
the patient visited regularly.   So I proceeded to look through all the medications they brought and discovered some 
discrepancies between her latest list of medications from discharge and her current medications.   I gave a call 
to the other institution to clarify, and then sent the patient home with all the correct medications.  They were very 
grateful they had made another trip to SLH. 
 

This episode impressed upon me how God works in unseen wondrous ways, even 
using our seemingly routine work to bring about His purposes of 
preventing harm and doing good. It is indeed comforting to know that 
amidst both the “routines” and “interruptions” of life, He is sovereign.  
SLH is not just my workplace.  It is also a place to be in awe and wonder at how God uses my colleagues, 
patients, patients’ relatives, students and volunteers to bring about His divine purposes.  As I serve others with His 
compassion, I myself am soaked with the love and care that He pours into my life.  There is never a dull moment on 
this faith adventure with my awesome God, for He is wonder-full.

from the Eyes of a Pharmacist 
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“The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork!” 
The words of Psalm 19 have captured the hearts and minds of Christians through the 
ages, giving rise to what we refer to today as natural theology (understanding God 
through the natural world) and birthing the 17th century Scientific Revolution. 

While it is true that many in the scientific community are atheists, there remain a multitude 
of Christians pursuing God through their various fields, encountering new insights into 
the nature of God in the course of their work. This article features the stories of two such 
persons.

That Scripture would inspire advances in the sciences should come as no surprise, 
despite popular opinion that faith and science are as averse to each other as oil and 
water. Galileo Galilei, poster boy for the antagonism between faith and science, was 
himself a committed Christian, declaring that “the glory and greatness of Almighty God 
are marvellously discerned in all his works and divinely read in the open book of heaven.”1

Jonas Chow is one such person for whom this rings true. A mathematics teacher in ACS 
(Independent), he never fully appreciated the beauty of mathematics until his professors 
in the university inspired him to pursue the study of pure mathematics. Despite being 
the study of abstract mathematical concepts, time has often subsequently proved 
the practical use of such theorems. This has served to strengthen his conviction that 
mathematics undergirds the natural order of the world created by God.

One such insight involves the study of infinity. One might think of infinity as a very large 
quantity. However, mathematicians recognise different grades of infinity – for example, 
there are infinitely many real numbers (referring to all numbers) and infinitely many 
integers (referring to numbers without a decimal point). Because integers are a proper 
subset of real numbers (meaning that all integers are real numbers but not all real 
numbers are integers), there actually are more real numbers than integers, implying that 
real numbers are of a higher grade of infinity than integers.  

Mathematicians have identified measures of infinity that are bigger than the real numbers 
itself. This allows us to keep counting larger and larger sets of numbers, stretching 
infinite...infinitely. Such mind-stretching concepts of size put Scripture verses such as 

Perceiving God 
through 
Science and Wonders

1 Galileo Galilei, letter to the Grand Duchess Christina of Tuscany, 1615
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“For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, so great is his steadfast love toward 
those who fear him;” (Psalm 103:11) into new 
perspective as our minds try to contain the vast greatness of 
God.

Besides stretching our scale of thinking about God, the 
sciences can also give us new insight into God’s original 
designs for Creation.

Esther Wong has been involved in biomedical research at 
A*Star, and heads a team that develops mice that aid studies 
on how diseases develop and progress within humans. 
Research reveals that diseases arise from mutations of a 
universal DNA code, and deviations from what was originally 
an ordered state of equilibrium, affirming what the Creation 
story tells us – that God had originally created the world, and 
all that is in it, to be good. The book of Genesis describes 
how death entered the world with sin, and the life sciences 
reflect that degeneration – a departure from the ordered 
goodness of God (the entry of sin) is accompanied by 
physical manifestations of deviations in genetics (bringing 
about disease). 

Despite the sobering reality of disease, being involved in 
life science research gives Esther front row seats into the 
wonders of God’s creativity and precision, enabling her 
to better appreciate how “every living thing reflects God’s 
intricate design and His glory”. This in turn humbles her and 
serves as a check against misusing creation – something of 
great importance as she navigates the complex ethical issues 
involving stem cell and live animal research. 

The sciences thus serve to help us maintain a healthy sense 
of God’s infinite greatness and our human finiteness. By 
showing how small we are in the grand scheme of things, 
we are kept humble and our sinful egos held in check, so 
that with the psalmist, we can whisper in wonder, “When 
I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars that you 
have established; what are human beings 
that you are mindful of them, mortals that 
you care for them?” (Psalm 8:3-4)

Perceiving God 
through 
Science and Wonders
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Pastor Anthony Phua served with the Deaf and Hard-of-
Hearing community in Wesley Methodist Church since he became 
a believer at the age of 21. Subsequently, he joined the staff team 
in 2007. This journey with the Lord led Anthony to receive his call 
to the pastoral ministry and he enrolled into Trinity Theological 
College in 2012. Anthony is married to his lovely wife, Serene. He 
enjoys a game of football and welcomes fish dishes in his meals.

Pastor Collin See has had the privilege of serving God full 
time for over 20 years in various ministries. His family and himself 
are currently based in Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church and they 
have been deeply blessed by their hospitality and love. Collin 
enjoys spending time with family, inventing board games and 
having a game of football with his church staff. He is married to 
Bridget, and has two daughters, Emelda and Mikaela.

Pastor Jacob Lim joined Pentecost Methodist Church (PMC) 
since 2010 and was involved with Children Ministry. Responding 
to God, he interned with PMC for 2 years before enrolling for TTC 
in 2014. Upon graduation, he entered the pastoral ministry, and 
is now serving as a pastor in PMC. He is married to Charmaine, 
whom he met at TTC during his years of studies.

Introducing our 
New TRAC Pastors…

Introducing 
our Elders and 
Deacons Elect

These pastors will be ordained as Elders 
and Deacons at the TRAC Closing 
Service on 23rd November 2017.

All Ordinands – “From Left to Right: Elders Elect Rev Ian Lee, Rev Jeremy Ong, Rev Jason Phua, Rev Ling Kin Yew; 
Deacons Elect Ps Benjamin Fong, Ps David Ho.”
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