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This is a G.K. Chesterton quote. 
The world is full of wonders, but 
lacking in wonder.

I wonder what he meant. What do 
you think?

Chesterton was describing the 
many wonderful sights and thrills 
that are available to us in the 
world. He wrote of the thrill of 
amazing scenery from the top 
of a mountain. But then he said 
that he felt no need to seek that 
particular wonder, glorious though 
it might be. 

I think Chesterton is right. The 
world is full of wonders, and full of 
people who spend so much time 
and effort experiencing as many 
wonders as they can.

The wonders of nature: 
a glorious sunrise, the colourful 
underwater life on our ocean 
floors, the incredible northern 
lights of the aurora borealis.

The many, many glorious wonders of art, science and medicine 
increasingly accessible to us in our modern world.

Just think of the many technological wonders of the smartphone 
that are carried by most people in urban and rural areas alike. 
Within seconds, I can now not only talk with my daughter who 
is thousands of miles across the planet, I can even see her with 
video technology as she talks!

Everyday in our hospitals, many wonders take place. Imagine 
the wonders of a heart or kidney transplant, or even a corneal 
transplant! 

Indeed, our world is full of miracles and wonders, and we should 
be grateful for these.

In this issue of OnTRAC, you will read wonderful stories of 
dreams, visions, conversions and healings which people in our 
different churches have experienced.

Praise God that our world is filled with so many wonders.
May we not fail to pause, ponder and appreciate these wonders.

Perhaps that was what Chesterton was saying. Our world is full of, 
and thus will not starve, for lack of wonders.

But so few take time or effort to wonder in awe and appreciation of 
the Source of these many wonders.

Or as an alternative form of the Chesterton quote puts it: “We are 
perishing for want of wonder, not want of wonders.”

Lord, save us from perishing, we pray.

WONDERS AND WONDER
TRAC President‘s Message

By Rev Dr Gordon Wong

“The world will never    
starve for want of 
wonders, but for want of 
wonder.”
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Be Thou My “Vision”  
– Witnessing Visions of Christ

A parishioner that goes by the name Vinam recently shared with me that before she 
became a Christian, she had a dream one night of a man fully dressed in white. His face 
was radiant, and eyes ablaze. People were gathered around him, and bowing down in 
worship. In her dream, she was an infant walking around in the scene, not knowing what 
it meant. Suddenly, this man in radiant white bends down and lifts her up in his arms. 
Cuddling her close, he says, “This is my precious, whom I love.” Curious at what was 
to her a most beautiful dream, she shared it with her neighbours and colleagues. Her 
boss then, who was a Christian, said that she might have dreamt of Jesus. A Christian 
neighbour told her the same thing, and even added in envy that she had been a Christian 
for years and had not had such a wonderful vision. As Vinam was Buddhist then, she 
also consulted a monk about the dream. His answer was: “That’s interesting…looks like 
you are quite fated with Jesus…maybe you were a Christian in your previous life?” In any 
case, that dream certainly sparked an interest in her to explore Christianity. And soon 
after, her whole family accepted Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 

It is certainly not difficult to find Christians who have had similar “visions” before they 
converted. I have heard it time and time again in my interactions. And somehow, these 
visions just don’t seem to deviate from a “shining and glorious white figure”, much like 
the vision of Christ depicted in Revelation 1:12-18. Personally, these stories testify of 
an immanent God who truly seeks out the lost in His prevenient grace. Poet Francis 
Thompson is right in calling Him the “Hound of Heaven”, ever wooing us with His love. 

Visions of Christ can come in other ways too. Another parishioner is 82-year-old Mdm 
Lim Hum Cheow. In July 2015, Mdm Lim was shopping at the Teck Whye central, when 
she was hit by a stroke and collapsed. An ambulance was quickly called, and she was 
rushed to the hospital. As she had been active with the elderly centre at the void deck of 
her block, the manager of the centre was alerted of this incident. He then visited her at 
the hospital with a friend, who was a Christian and a Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) 
practitioner. The church was also informed, and members went to the hospital voluntarily 
to pray for her. The TCM practitioner went to visit her again at the hospital, and this time, 
passed her a copy of the Bible to read. She later recounted that this friend was dressed 
in all white that day. His hair and face were also white and aglow! “And he passed me 
a Bible, and told me to read it,” she recalls. Then she thanked him before he left. Some 

By Rev Clarence Lee
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weeks later, Mdm Lim got better, and was able to recuperate 
at home. This Christian brother came to visit her again at her 
home, and asked if she remembered him visiting her at the 
hospital some weeks ago, and passing her a Bible. She said, 
“Of course I remember… but how is it that you were all white 
and shiny that day… yet your complexion so dark and tanned 
today? And how did your hair turn from full-white to full-black?!” 
This brother was startled, and said that he had always been 
dark and tanned. “Maybe…” he later said, “maybe you had a 
vision of Jesus, Mdm Lim.” This time, she was surprised by the 
clarification, and decided to start going to church to learn more 
about Jesus. One year later, she was baptised. 

This is all quite mind-blowing, isn’t it? But didn’t 2 

Corinthians 5:20 say that we are “Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through 
us”? Well, it seems like Mdm Lim had a really augmented, 
even literal, experience of this verse! And if I were more 
mindful that others may actually literally see Christ in me, I 
think I would watch my behaviour more carefully!

God still reveals Himself to those who have yet to believe. He 
seeks them out, and clears their doubts, just as He did for his 
disciple Thomas. For these “revelations” had indeed served to 
win both these sisters, and many more, to Christ. But speaking 
of Thomas, I can’t help also recalling the words of Jesus that 
followed: “Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed.” (John 
20:29) Why did Jesus add this line? Could it be because 
there was really more than enough evidence already for the 
Lordship of Christ? Could it be that no matter what amount of 
evidence, it still is ultimately a decision of faith? Could it be 
that revelations like these were more infrequent, and hence, 
should not serve as a norm for sustainable faith? Whatever 
it is, it cannot be that there won’t be any more of such divine 
revelations thereafter. Apparently, the Hound of Heaven is still 
revealing Himself in the most fascinating ways to the lost and 
unconvinced in our present day and age. 
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       Power and Love 
Glimpses of 
       Power and Love 

John 20:30-31
30 The disciples saw Jesus do many other 
miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded 
in the book. 31 But these are written so that 
you may continue to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in 
him you will have life by the power of his name.

Scriptures reveal clearly, that signs 
and wonders during Jesus’ ministry are 
proclamations of the good news and are 
powerful demonstrations of His authority, love 
and compassion. 

On signs and wonders, Dallas Brauninger 

said “Jesus offered visible 
evidences to the invisible 
power and activity of God 
in the world.” 
Miracles are testimonies of God’s love and 
grace on earth and are glimpses of power from 
Heaven. 

The two stories below are personal encounters 
to testify God’s continuous activities in the 
world in power and love. They are all about 
Jesus Christ. The stories are filled with the 
writers’ thanksgiving and convictions that signs 
and wonders in the Bible are still happening 
today. 

By Rev Wendy Tay

They are evidences to the heart of God 
who desires all to come to Jesus Christ as the 
Saviour and to have life by the power in Jesus’ 
name. 

From the stories, we see “life” after the 
power encounters. Inward transformations 
towards life of faith, life of thanksgiving, life of 
prayer and life of proclamation of God’s Word 
and hope to others as witnesses. All it required 
was a simple act of obedience in faith. This is 
the gospel. 

May these stories encourage you to sing; 
“O Come and Dwell in Me” by Charles Wesley; 
The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 388.

Stanza 1 
O come and dwell in me,

Spirit of power within,
and bring the glorious liberty

from sorrow, fear, and sin. 
* The seed of sin’s disease,

Spirit of health, remove,
Spirit of finished holiness,

Spirit of perfect love. 

Let us sing with hope, that though there are 
effects of the fall but yet there is a cure for us. 
Hope. And this cure is found in God through 
the person of Jesus Christ and the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

*This is omitted in new modern publications. It can be found in Vol.7: A Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People 
Called Methodist. Franz Hildebrandt and Oliver S. Beckerlegge, eds, 1983, 525.
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Testimony 1

“ Not once but twice.
       My cyst is gone.” 
by Charisse Lee, young adult who worships at Paya Lebar 
Methodist Church. She serves in the worship ministry and 
media team.

I was diagnosed with a dermoid cyst attached to my 
right ovary a few years back. It was roughly 12cm in 
diameter, which grew rapidly in the span of 5-6 months. 
Due to the size of the cyst, it was pushing my surrounding 
internal organs upwards, and caused extreme pain 
during menstruation. I would also experience blackouts, 
bright visions, and nausea. To prevent cyst rupture 
and complications, I had to go for an emergency open 
operation, not knowing if they could save my ovary as well.

I had to go through numerous tests and scans as there 
was a risk of it being cancerous. The whole process was 
painful. I cried to God, “Why me? What wrong did I do to 
suffer?” 

It was tough to look to God as I questioned Him. But God 
is faithful. Through prayers, the cyst was later declared 
non-cancerous. The surgery was a success and my ovary 
was saved. Through this healing, I understood God’s 
endless love and mercy. 

6 years later, another cyst was discovered in my left ovary 
instead. I was devastated. I cried in fear. I asked, “Why 

God? Now the other ovary? What if 
it affects my chance of conceiving in 
future?”

Then, I remembered God’s healing and 
protection. I began to thank God for His 
goodness that the cyst was detected 
early and prayed to rebuke the cyst in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Following 
Sunday after church service, I mustered 
enough courage to go up to the altar 
for prayer together with my parents. 
We shared my condition and upcoming 
scan with the doctor in two weeks’ 
time. Pastor Wendy laid hands on my 
abdomen and my tears kept rolling down 
in thanksgiving for God’s blessings. I 
held onto God’s Word, “In all things, 
always give thanks”. 

The day arrived for the scan. The cyst 
was nowhere to be found. God’s miracle 
and healing again, Amen! 

Even though I have to go for annual 
checkups, I will hold on strongly to this 
verse: 

 
“We are pressed on every side 
by troubles, but not crushed and 
broken. We are perplexed because 
we don’t know why things happen 
as they do, but we don’t give up 
and quit. We are hunted down, but 
God never abandons us. We get 
knocked down, but we get up again 
and keep going.” 
(2 Corinthians 4:8-9)

I have experienced how great and how 
tender loving our Father in Heaven is. I 
hope my story will encourage everyone 
to look to God because He loves us. 

Since then, I have shared my story 
with my cell members and strangers to 
testify of God’s goodness and hope. It 
encourages me to step up and serve in 
various ministries in church and praise 
him unceasingly.
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Testimony 2

 
by Yen, who worships in Wesley Methodist Church and a 
very active leader in one of the schools’ Parent Support 
Group(PSG).

A few months ago, I experienced God in an unexpected 
supernatural way when I was recovering from a slipped 
disc with a pinched sciatic nerve. I have read bible stories 
and have heard testimonies of God’s healing miracles but 
never expected it would happen to me.

It was an ordinary day out with family and friends by the 
pool. The day ended with dinner at a restuarant when my 
pinched nerve suddently flared up badly. The pain was so 
acute and I jumped right out of my chair. I had to walk out 
of the restaurant many times to relieve the back pain. I 
limped badly and desperately needed to go home.

Seeing me in immense pain, my close friend Wendy 
offered to pray for me. Right where I was seated in the 
restaurant, I stretched out both legs and placed them on 
my husband’s lap as suggested. My husband observed 
that my right leg was about 1 inch shorter than my left! 

My friend then laid her hands on my back and prayed for 
healing in Jesus’ name. As she prayed, I felt heat flowing 
through my body. I could feel heat radiating from her hand 
and the heat flowed through down to my legs. I started to 
tremble and perspired profusely. 

My husband, who was holding up my legs saw something 
different and excitedly exclaimed, “Same length now.” 
Yes, both my right and left leg were of the same length. 
My right leg was no longer shorter. Right after the prayer, I 
could walk better and the pain was reduced. 

Experiencing God’s healing floored me. It was not 
something that I thought would or could happen to me. We 
simply prayed to God for healing and God showed up right 
at the restaurant. 

This healing experience challenges me 
to ponder about my christian walk with 
Jesus and the need to call upon His 
name and to hold on to God’s promises 
for healing. 

Through this personal encounter, I 
believe in prayer and in God’s healing. I  
pray more with my boys now when they 
are not feeling well for healing in Jesus’ 
name. I have shared my encounter with 
some mums in the PSG group and we 
began to pray for healing in Jesus’ name 
over the kids. One friend testified that she 
saw improvements in her child.

If today, the call to witness is 
simply to extend your hand to 
pray in faith for others and for 
yourself, would you trust and 
obey so that God can reveal His 
wonders through you?

“ My right leg was lengthened”
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The blowing of the shofar signalled the start 
of the healing service. Worship began, with 
everyone joining in one voice to declare God’s 
goodness and to praise Him. It was my first 
time attending Pentecost Methodist Church’s 
(PMC) healing service. A good part of the 
service comprised of worshipping God, with 
some songs sung in the Hebrew language. 
After worship, one of the organisers led in a 
time of prayer and greeted the congregation. 
On this evening, Rev Samuel from Smyrna 
Assembly spoke to the congregation.
  
At the end of the message, a call was given for 
persons who desired God’s healing to come 
forth and be prayed for.  I had a chest injury 
and decided to go forward. An altar minister 
laid hands on me and prayed. After a while, 
the pain on my chest disappeared! Praise be 
to the Lord! I was surprised as I came with the 
intention to observe, but the Lord had chosen 
to heal. For the rest of the service, I witnessed 
much of God’s healing upon His people, 
whether physical, emotional or even spiritual. It 
was an evening I could not easily forget. 

After the service, I met up with Mr Henry Lee to 
interview him about the healing service. Henry 
is one of the pioneers for the healing service 
and lead in the church’s healing ministry. 

Healing Service             at Pentecost Methodist Church

 By  Shannon Chieng

[Interview with Mr Henry Lee]

When and how did PMC’s healing service 
come about?
I believe we started approximately 5 years ago, in 
a very interesting way. We went for a training on 
healing ministry, conducted by Mr Chris Gore from 
Bethel in Paya Lebar Methodist Church (PLMC). 
On the second day, I have the impression that we 
should start a healing service in PMC. So I asked 
another of our team members, sister Yoke Lin, to 
ask our Pastor-In-Charge (PIC) if he was keen on 
starting a healing service. He said no as he felt 
that it was not time yet. So we left it at that. During 
the final day of the training, Chris Gore gave his 
personal testimony which deeply touched my 
heart. They then prayed for the pastors and all of 
them were deeply ministered by God. After that 
we had lunch and I asked Yoke Lin to try asking 
our PIC about the healing service again. This 
time round, our PIC asked to arrange a meeting 
with me to discuss further! So I met him, and we 
started this up with a small team of people, all of 
whom were at the training. 



What prepared you for your role in PMC’s 
healing ministry?
Prior to the start of PMC’s healing service, I 
went to India a few times to minister as well as 
witnessed the healing of various sicknesses, 
casting out of evil spirits, and experienced many 
more miracles, signs and wonders. All these 
reminded me of what Jesus did for His people 
when He was here on earth. On one particular 
occasion, we went to a village where a witch 
doctor is residing.   When we were about to leave, 
I heard a voice behind me greeting me. When I 
turned around I saw this teenage girl approached 
me. I wondered how it was possible for the girl to 
speak such good English since the villagers don’t 
speak English. The girl was well dressed with gold 
trimmings and she stretched out her hands. At 
that moment, I instinctively stretched out mine to 
return the greeting. But the minute I did that, I felt 
something unclean flowing into my body. I then 
spoke forth the Word of God a few times before all 
was well again. I regained self awareness of what 
had just happened. Afterwards, the girl appeared 
startled and faded away into the darkness. 
Encounters like this had somewhat prepared 
me for the start of the ministry, but I am always 
learning to rely on God more as He is the One who 
uses us and our experiences to serve Him better. 

What are some memorable testimonies that 
happened during PMC’s healing services?
We had people healed of cancer. We also 
witnessed some who were not healed but gave 
God the glory all the way. There was this particular 
church member who remained faithful even though 
he was in pain due to cancer. I remember that just 
before he passed on, he shared a vision of PMC 
being like a tree, like a mustard seed planted, the 
seed grew into a big tree where the birds can take 
rest, where the animals can take shade. It was 
people like this who encouraged me through this 
journey as sometimes it can get quite “scary” due 
to manifestations.
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Why do you think healing takes place in some 
situations, but not in others? 
Healing takes place in some situations simply 
because the Lord wants to heal.  In certain 
situations, healing does not take place because the 
Lord has allowed it to be so. In any case, we know 
that God is perfect and He knows what He is doing. 
So even for myself, sometimes my knee don’t get 
healed. But like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
who were thrown into the fire, if we come out of it 
we praise God, but even if we go into the fire and 
perish, we will still praise God. 

What would you advise Christians when they 
want to pray for/minister to people who are 
physically and emotionally unwell?
I believe we also need to be sensitive to the Spirit’s 
leading as well as to the hearts of people. Even if 
we have a word of knowledge or feel a certain way 
about a person during prayer, we need to ask the 
Lord if we should verbalize certain things which, 
if we are not careful could hurt the person more. 
With regards to the word of knowledge, we need to 
make sure we hear from the Lord clearly before it is 
uttered. One important reminder is that, we as the 
temple of the living God, we need to take care of 
our own spiritual condition before wanting to help 
others. 

How do you think we should follow up with 
people who received healing?
We need to spend time with them after the 
encounter. We need to continue to minister 
and disciple them into the right path with God. I 
remember this story about a person, after having 
received healing, strayed far away from God. Then 
the cancer came back which caused her to turn 
back to God before passing on. So our lesson 
learned is for us not to take all these healing for 
granted. Remain focused on God and praise Him 
no matter what, that is the important thing. Put on 
blinkers on our sides so that we can focus straight 
at God and not be distracted by the world. 
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MING CHERNG

It was nearing the end of April 2016 when Pauline, my wife, 
developed the normal tension headaches and mild depression 
that usually followed her monthly cycle, and so we thought 
nothing about them.  However, when the symptoms persisted 
after two weeks, I began to wonder if it was something more 
serious and asked a doctor about it.  The doctor suggested we 
wait another week before taking a blood test. 

That following week, Pauline started having amnesia and would 
constantly ask questions that I had answered only seconds 
ago.  By mid-week, her headache grew worse and she got lost 
in her favourite mall for two hours.  She became too tired to get 
out of bed and when I tried to get her to go visit the clinic, she 
started vomiting.  In my mind, I could see the words, “Tumour 
in the head” written out in front of me.  It was only the second 
such incident where I could see words written out before me and 
so I wondered if it was from God.  I shared it with Pauline and 
she laughed dismissively, saying, “strike Toto also not so ‘tjun’ 
(“accurate” in Hokkien)!”  It was the only thing she remembered 
saying before her surgery.

In just a few days after that, Pauline had become so weak that 
she was unable to get out of bed herself.  I wondered how I 
would get her to the clinic.  I prayed for God’s help and the next 
moment, Pauline stood up on her own and got dressed.  I can 
only attribute this to God’s providence because after getting 
dressed, she fell back onto the bed, unable to get up.  I slowly 
helped her down the stairs, one painful step at a time, and drove 
her to the doctor at the nearby 24-hour clinic.

Along the way to the clinic, Pauline kept vomiting and had 
difficulty walking. I prayed for God’s strength, guidance and 
protection throughout the trip and God expedited our entry into 
the crowded Sunday morning car park.  Thankfully, when we 
got to the clinic, there was no queue and we got to see a doctor 
almost immediately. The doctor examined Pauline and advised 

By  Ming Cherng & Pauline, with Ps David Ho

GOING THROUGH 
     CANCER WITH A 

Wondrous    
         God
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that she be rushed immediately 
to A&E.  By which time, Pauline 
was beginning to lose lucidity 
and was no longer aware of her 
surroundings.

I immediately rushed her to 
Singapore General Hospital (SGH) 
where the orderlies had to wheel 
her into the Critical Care Area on 
a bed as she was no longer able 
to sit upright on her own.  A while 
later, I was ushered into the Critical 
Care Area where two ashen-faced 
male doctors were waiting for me.  
When both the doctors held on to 
my arms, I feared the worse.  They 
explained that scans revealed 
multiple massive lesions throughout 
her brain and that further scans 
were needed to determine the 
nature of the lesions.  They said 
that if her admission to A&E had 
been delayed by just another 
hour, she would have arrived in a 
comatose state. 

Pauline was quickly admitted to 
the Immediate Care Area of the 
Neurosurgery ward.  When further 
scans that evening confirmed 
that the lesions were tumours, I 
sat outside the ward in a state of 
shock.  I asked God if that was “all 
the time” He was giving me to be 
with Pauline.  God assured me, 
through thoughts in my head, that 
Pauline would be alright and that 
this journey was for His glory to be 
revealed to the people around her.  
Overwhelmed, I tried to break down 
in tears, but a strange and powerful 
sense of peace descended upon 
me, and no matter how I tried, I 
could not cry.

Thereafter, Pauline went for an 
urgent operation to do a biopsy and 
to put a shunt into her brain to drain 
the ventricle canals that had been 
blocked up by the tumours.  The last 
thing she requested for before being 
wheeled into the operating theatre 
was for me to be by her side.

PAULINE

I cannot remember anything the last few days before the surgery 
and much of what happened the few days after.  I do remember 
that when I woke up after the surgery, the first thing I asked 
Ming Cherng was, “How did I get here?” He patiently explained 
the sequence of events to me which I have zero recollection of.  
Then, I remember asking him, “Why me?”  I wondered, “Why did 
God choose me, of all people, to be part of his plan – whatever it 
is, as I do not consider myself to be anyone special?”

The biopsy revealed that I had an aggressive cancer called 
Primary Central Nervous System (CNS) Lymphoma. I thank 
God that I cannot recall a lot of details, including how I felt when 
I received the news.  I think God was protecting me.  Indeed, I 
could see God sustaining me in many ways throughout the six 
months that I was in and out of hospital.  Also, I remember my 
cousin visiting me early in the first week and telling me that the 
message he received while praying for me was that God was 
using this situation to reach out to my family.  (This coincides with 
what the Lord has impressed upon Ming Cherng and myself as 
well.)

I remember praying to God that I will let go and let God take 
charge.  I had a lot of very good doctors looking after me, 
including the heads of various departments.  In fact, one of 
the neurosurgeons who operated on me had just attended the 
Marriage Preparation Course conducted by Ming Cherng, and 
one of the nurses from the oncology ward was also going to 
attend the next run of the same course. This showed me that God 
was in control.  Throughout the whole time, I felt safe in God’s 
hands.

Even though the chemotherapy regime for treating this form of 
aggressive cancer was known to be highly toxic, I did not develop 
the kind of debilitating side-effects that afflicted most patients.  I 
continued to enjoy my meals and did not develop any ulcers or 
mouth-sores.  In fact, I was up and about, encouraging other 
patients and helping them with some of their personal issues.

After six months of intensive chemotherapy and radiotherapy 
treatments, my hair has started growing back and I am slowly 
getting back to the new normal rhythm of life.  I see every day as 
a blessing from God and give thanks for his grace.

MING CHERNG AND PAULINE

We recognize that our wondrous God had sustained us through 
the whole ordeal and surrounded us with a great community of 
faith.  We thank all our family and friends for their prayers and 
support which greatly encouraged us in the Lord.E

We recognize that our wondrous God had sustained us through 
the whole ordeal and surrounded us with a
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Praying for the wonder of healing has 
always been part of the Asian Church 
experience, with Sadhu Sundar Singh 
(1910/20s) and John Sung (1930s/40s) 
perhaps associated most with indigenous 
revivals that involve signs and wonders, 
and occasionally healing and deliverance. 
Both were great teachers of the Scriptures, 
believed greatly in the power of prayer, 
exercised a ministry that reflected their faith 
in it, but avoided being known primarily as 
faith healers, reflecting the kind of ministry 
that both Jesus and the early disciples had.1

There is no doubt that Jesus himself healed 
people, announcing His ministry as “the 
proclamation of freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sigh for the blind, to 
release the oppressed” (Luke 4:18), and 
when asked if he was the Messiah by John 
the Baptist, Jesus’ answer was “the blind 

1 William A. Dyrness and Veli-Matti Karkkanen, 
Global Dictionary of Theology.

“8 Heal the sick,
raise the dead,
cleanse lepers,

cast out demons.”  

Matthew 10:8 (ESV)
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Praying for    

By Rev Benjamin Lee

receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised” 
(Matt 11:4-6). Yet Jesus also continually “played down” his spectacular deeds, typically healing with 
a simple touch, a quiet word, a command (to an evil spirit), allowing a touch of his cloak, or even an 
assurance from a distance, all done naturally, almost unspectacularly. 2 Jesus’ primary focus was not on 
the wonder of healing themselves, but that it pointed to the Father’s work in him.

Jesus then commended the same ministry to the disciples in Matthew 10:8, which they carried on even 
after the Ascension with the healing of the lame man at the temple, the sick in the streets, the spirit-
possessed in Samaria, the raising of Dorcas, the cripple at Lystra, the slave girl at Philippi and other 
“extraordinary miracles” at Ephesus, all in the book of Acts. Likewise there were signs and wonders 
during Paul's missions (Romans 15:18-19; Gal 3:5), and the gift of healing was also bestowed on other 
disciples “as the Spirit willed” (1 Cor 12:9,11). 

It was clear though that “the power to heal was neither universal nor constant, but sporadic and 
occasional, with an impression of surprise and wonder, of something ‘extraordinary’ indeed, showing 
that healing never became commonplace nor automatic”. 3 Indeed the more common way of healing 
in our time has come through science and medicine. Echoing the Apostle Paul therefore, is a helpful 
advice to focus on the completed work of Christ on the cross and therefore the living out of one’s 
baptismal identity as the primary means to overcome the already defeated evil forces. 4 We should still 
indeed continue to pray for healing for this is the ministry commended unto us, but at the same time, 
exhort one another too, to live out our Christian discipleship in light of He who is in us who is greater that 
he who is in the world. 

   the Wonder 
           of Healing

2 Walter A. Elwell, Baker Theological Dictionary of the Bible.
3 Ibid.
4 William A. Dyrness and Veli-Matti Karkkanen, Global Dictionary of Theology.
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How then therefore should we pray for healing? 
A helpful 5-Step Model was taught to me during my internship with Christ Methodist Church in 2010 
which I will now share here.

Step 1: Interview 

To determine the condition for which prayer is sought and if possible, the cause. If the cause is 
known, go to Step 3: Prayer Selection.
Examples: What is your name? How can I pray for you? How long have you had this condition? Do you 
know the cause?

Step 2: Diagnosis 

To determine the root cause of the infirmity or sickness. Possible roots: an afflicting spirit, 
sickness rooted in the emotions, or natural causes such as accident, injury or disease. 
Examples: Do you have a doctor’s diagnosis? Did someone cause this condition? Have you forgiven 
him? (Unforgiveness can be a hindrance to healing). Did any significant or traumatic event happen to 
you when (or near to before) this condition started? (Before praying for physical healing, you may need 
to help the person with unforgiveness, or with emotional wounds such as fear, shame, and rejection).

Step 3: Prayer Selection

Petition Example: “Father, in Jesus’ name, I ask you to heal the inflammation in <Name>’s knee 
and take out the swelling and pain.”
Command Example: “In the name of Jesus, I command the inflammation in <Name>’s knee to be 
healed, and all swelling and pain to leave.”

Step 4: Prayer Ministry 

A. Audibly ask the Holy Spirit to be present with His guidance and His healing power.
B. Ask the person not to pray but instead, to close eyes and focus on the body. It is the time for 
the person to receive. 
C. Ask the person to interrupt you and tell you if something is felt (heat/electricity/trembling etc).
D. If indicated, have the person confess any sin (unforgiveness, anger etc) and/or pray for the 
person’s emotional healing before praying for physical healing.

Step 5: Post-Prayer Suggestions

After praying, it is beneficial to give helpful follow-up instructions or exhortations.
A. Encourage the person from Scripture.
B. Share appropriate lifestyle changes to maintain healing and to prevent problem reoccurrence.
C. If someone is not healed or is only partially healed, do not accuse the person of a lack of faith 
or of sin in his/her life as the cause. 
D. Prepare the person to resist any further attacks (scripture verses or prayers) after healing 
through further anchoring in discipleship. 

May the Lord continue to move in our midst so that we might grow in the knowledge of His wondrous 
love and grace. 
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Do people experience God’s grace and goodness through the way 
we live our lives and the way we relate to them? How do we shine for 
Christ in a multi-religious society?

On 20 July 2016, TRAC President Rev Dr Gordon Wong and 35 
members and pastors from TRAC churches visited the Harmony 
Centre.
 
We were warmly welcomed to the Centre by Ustaz Mohamed Ali Atan 
and then taken on a tour of the exhibits on the Islamic faith tradition 
and culture by volunteer guides who graciously answered questions 
regarding Islamic beliefs and practices. There were also exhibits 
explaining the core beliefs of other faith traditions, including that of 
Christianity.

Bearing witness 
    for Christ by listening, learning and loving

By Ps Poh Zhi-Hui

“A witness is a person who is a faithful 
steward of God’s grace. (Goodness)”    

Rev Dr Gordon Wong

Sisters and Brothers in Harmony Centre
(Photo by Stephen Fong)
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After the tour, there was a session of Q&A. There was a spirit of 
openness (a “safe space”) to talk even about potentially sensitive or 
contentious issues with charity. The questions were ably and honestly 
answered. The visit concluded with more conversations over lunch.

We commend the efforts of the Muslims involved in the work of the 
Harmony Centre. They are dedicated to present the version – of 
reason and compassion – of Islam that stands in opposition to the 
version expounded by those who do violence in the name of Islam.

Through the conversations, it was clear that Islam and Christianity 
have much in common in our values, histories and challenges. Both 
claim Abrahamic roots; both advocate love, peace, and flourishing 
of humankind; both have histories in which their scriptures have 
been misused for self-serving or misguided motives, leading to the 
propagation of violence and justification of injustice – Islam in recent 
times has to contend with the movement of ISIS and the like, and 
Christianity bears scars of the atrocities committed in the Crusades 
and Inquisitions; both have had ages when their scriptures were used 
to justify slavery. But it was also clear that there were distinctions in 
truth-claims, not least in Christology, Scripture, and Soteriology (the 
doctrine of Salvation). It was refreshing to be able to talk about these 
differences without fear of offense as both parties were dedicated to 
listen with empathy and understanding.

Called to be Christ’s witnesses, Christians are also called to be 
listeners. The encounters of Jesus with the Jewish leaders of his day 
(e.g. Mark 12:28-34; John 3:1-21, 39) show us that for the incarnate 
Jesus, listening to people – discerning their circumstances and 
worldviews, and recognizing their genuine desire to know God – is 
part of the work of proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom of God. The 
Christ will not stand for a religion that despises or shuns those who are 
genuinely seeking God. While the call to listen is never a call to agree 
with or subscribe to everything we listen to, it is a call to treat the other 
as someone who is accorded the same love and prevenient grace by 
God that we have received. 

The visit to the Harmony Centre is a peace-building effort; it is also 
an effort to be listening witnesses of Jesus. We are thankful to the 
leaders and staff of the Harmony Centre for permitting us to be such 
with gracious hospitality and friendship, and for their efforts in peace-
building in this day.
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Rev Dr Gordon Wong presenting 
a Gift to Ustaz Mohamed Ali Atan 

(Photo by Stephen Fong)


